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A MEETI NG OF TF.E BOARD OF DIRECTORS and Cammi ttee Chairmen will be 
held ne xt ~1,onday ev enin p-, Apri l 18 , at 7: 30 o'cl ock in Room 206 , 
Natural Sc ience Buildin g , ~an ~tos e State Colle ge. This meeting wil l 
replace the infor mal mee ting which was s ched uled for that date on 
our Cale nd ar. The Board meetin gs are e.l ws.ys open to a ll members of 
the Society who care to attend. On t ~e age nda for th e meeting is the 
question of the Society's beco ming a br anch of the National Audubon 
Society . The Board wants an exr--r6s sion of opinion from as many mem
bers as po s s ible, before maki ng a r ecommendation to the Society con
cerning t he propo s ed change in its membership status . Any member 
who is int erested i n att endin g the ~ee tin g will be very welcome . 

THE FIELD TRil:, TO THE PI -NACLES NATI ONAL i!!l0Nu1·IBNT will be taken the 
week - end of April 23 3.nd 24, , und e r the le ade rship of Neil and Oleta 
Di ck inson. This tr ip can be e ith e r an ov e rni gh t trip or just a Sun
day tri p . In th E:. Honumeu t th er 0 a p e good pu blic camp grounds (f ire 
places, tables and ben•:~hes , pi pe d we.ter, arid r es trooms); but the 
Dickins ons found th at th e Lod ge is not in operation, which means no 
cabins , meals, or gr oc e ri e s. If you are p l annin g to camp S&turday 
ni gh t and would li k e to j oin with othe rs for meals, phone Mrs . B.N. 
Dickinson in i'!jonlo Pc..r k , or i~:'.rs . Le ster H. Brub ake r in San J ose, or 
h iss E'niil y Smith in Los Ga tos. 1'.irs. Dickinson wi ll be gl ad to p l an 
Saturd ay dinn or and Sunday br 0akfast for a group, but she must know 
by honday noon (Apr il 1 8 ) ho w many '::ant to participate , so that she 
can l &t each on e kno w in t i me whnt t o bri ng as hi s sh 1:1.r e of the meals. 
The r e will be a Saturd ay af t ern oon wa l k , startin g at · 2 o'clock from 
th e Range r Station, and th e Sunday wnlk vd.11 start froni the same 
plac e at 8 o' c lock in t h e mor ning . The milE-a e;o from San Jos e to the 
Pinn acl e s i s about 85 mil e s. 

B. Neil Dic k in so n, Pr e s . - 1135 Crane St., t:enlo Farl{ 
Emily Smith, Corr. Sec . - 387 Glen Una Dr ., Los Gatos 

FEBRUARY 19 FIELD TRIP REPORT. The morning was not too encouraging 
when sev enteen member s and ten guests met at the Depot i n Palo Alto 
at 8 o 'clocl <:. By the ti ne our cs.ravan r eached the City Dump, where 
we were t o loo k for shore birds on tl 1e mud flats, everything WRs 
shrou ded in fo g . The fe w bird s we could see were no more than gray 
silhouett eo , which onl y the exp erts coul d name~ willets , red-backed 
sand p iper s , We ste rn s anduipers, marbl ed go dwits, black-belli ed plovers, 
a dowitch e r, and a lone avocet . When th e f og thinned a littl e , we 
coul d s eE- c anvas- ·bac ks and scaup duc lr.s out on th e vmte'r' beyond the 
mud flats . Cl os e to us, among the di s carded furniture and bla s ted 
oak roots on th e dump , we re several song s parro ws singing cheerfu lly, 
a. Savan nah sparrow or t wo, house finches, sever•al pipits, and an Audu
bon's wa~bler . Though not the sort of mornin g we had ho pe d for, we 
decided that the f og had lent needed en chantment to the s c ene. 

Our next stop was at the Stanfords' mausoleum on th e campus. By now 
the sun was dispersing th e fog, and our chances for good birding were 



imr,::.'c--.ring. A tour of thJ.s wooded area afforded us quite differ en t 
birds . A spotted towhe e gave its exp lo s ive trill from a dens0 thick 
et, and further on we h eard th e more melodious trill of a junco . 
Good views of brown to wh ee , he rmit thrush , Audubon ' s warbl e r , and a 
pair of California thrashers rewarded our walk through damp grass . 
Bordering the wooded a r ea was a ploughed field whi ch was pro v iding 
good fe edin g f or many Br ewer ' s blackbirds , p ipits , killdeer , robins , 
Ore gon j un cos , a r ed - shaft ed flicker , nnd ev en a varied thrush . As we 
left the grove of oaks , o. cove:r of Ca lif 01 ... nia qua il ran to cov er , and 
a r ed - shaft 6d flic ~e r end a Californi a ja y fle w by , flash ing brigh t 
color . We follo wed the r oad, skirtin g the plou ghed field , to ward t he 
barn . Overhead a tur k ey vulture was soaring , while a sparrow ha.wk 
surveyed the f ield from a fence post . Mead0111Jlarks 1.1\fere singing from 
more than one fe nc e post , and in brush a t the edge of the field a Bew
i ck I s ·wren san g t wo or three t i mes . Near the barn we noted a sma ll 
floc k of Eng lish sparrows, sev er a l house finches , and a few Ark ansa s 
goldfinches; an d in the barnyard- - of all pla c es !- six varied thrushes . 
But the gr ea t thrill of t h is ar ea was an e.:;rneptionally brilliant Vfost 
ern bluebir d . It s e0med li k e a bit of th e scy itself come to ea r th . 
With t wo duller blu ebi rd s it was ca tc h ing inse c ts near the barn , in 
c ompany with an EJlegan t bla ck phoebe and t wo Audubon I s warble .rs . 

'l✓e decided to meet next at La1.-ce Laguni ta, where we would eat our 
lunch es before proce ed in g to S0a rsville . Befor e c oming to ge th er fo r 
l unch on th e boathous e deck , however, we would bird in groups around 
the lake for half an hour . The pooJ.0d r epo rts of the variou s groups 
added the followin g bir ds to our 11st : many pintails , 8 green - winged 
te al s , 2 rin s;- n eck ed duc k s, 12 cnnvas - backs , 8 lesser scaup ducks , 
2 f emal c buff le - hu i.d s , ma:.riy ruddy duc ks , many co ots, a Wilson I s snipe , 
4 ban d-tail ed pi ge ons , a b elted kingfi sh er , 2 l oggerhead shrikes , 
8 acorn woodpe clrnrs , and s everal Wes t brn m,..,ado wl a rlcs . As we enjoyed 
our lun ches together in t he sunshin e , n number of ring - bill ed gu l ls 
on th 0 far sid e of th e lak e pursu d th e mos t astonishing maneuvers 
in th e air , soarin g an d diving in swi f t succ e ssion . 

By th e tim e we r each ed Sea rsville a stron g wind had come up . Thou gh 
the lalrn was full, even runnin g over the dam, there were disappoin t
ingly few waterfowl: 2 ~ied - billed grebes, 7 shovel l ers , 2 canvas 
bac k s, 23 ruddy ducks , and about 30 co ots . Most of the party made a 
complete tour of the UP!Jer lake . Along t he trail our interest was 
divided between birds and native shrubs . Hear the dam we wer e deligh t
ed to find the rare leather wood (Dirca occidentalis) putting forth 
yellow bell - lik e flowers, in the manner of forsythia . Of the birds 
we saw along the way, tr..e most interesting were a dozen pine sis ki ns 
feedin g on t e asel heads , seven or ei ght fox sp a rro ws s c ratching under 
brush; and le.s t , but not l eas t, a brig h tly colored male myrtle warb
l e r, ·;Jhose distinct i ve call not e and cl ear white throat provided sure 
id en ti fi ca tion o In ad~i tion we li sted a great blue heron , an imma
tur e Coope r's ha wk, a r ed-tailed ha wk, t wo red - shafted flic ke rs, sev 
er a.J a con1 wood:oeck8 rs, a bl ack phoebe , se ve ral ch es tnut - backed chick: 
adE:(:..S no. plai n tit mice , t wo whit e -br eas t ed nuthatches , a. wr en- tit , 
a Bewicl ,: 1 s .. wren , sev ern. l robins and Wen t e rn blu eb irds, a rub~r-c rorrned 
kinglet , s ever al West e rn men dowl arks and. r edwin ged blackbirds , house 
finc he s , four brown to whEes , a small fl ock of juncos , a fe w whit e 
c rowned Dnd golden - cro wned spa rro ws , and thr ee or four song sparrows . 
All in all, ther e were sixty - one spe c ies of birds for th e day . 

Hortense Berry 


