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LAST AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR for this season, entitled 11Alluring Alaska , 11 

wi ll be presented neKt Thursday even in g , April 7, at 8 o 'c lock in the 
iV1ont gomery Theatre, San Jose Ci vie P.udi tori um. This motion picture pro 
gram will portray in color the w~_ldlife of the still primitive area of 
Alaska . The advance not J.ces promise unusua l sequences of wolves , bears , 
and deer , all set in majestic mounta in scenery ; and fine shots of flower• 
fill ed meadows, wi ld ern es s for es ts, an d deep snows abov e timberline. 
Rev. Geor ge Ji::. Lin k .. who will sho w the pictures , is urging "intelligen t 
prot e ct ion and wis e us e 11 of th e trem endous natur al resources of Alaska . 
Father Link , one of the l e adin g ama~e~r nat uralists in the middle wes t
ern s tat e s, has very succes sf ully app li ed h is lov e of wildlif e and the 
out--of-d oo rs in gene ral, to his ex ten s iv e boy e;uidance wor k , espe ci ally 
to his ;rTr ai l Range rs of Ameri ca i t prog ram for• boys. 

Tic ke ts will be sold at the Mont gomery The atre on the night of the pe r
formanc e: gcmeral adri1i ssi on, 75c; stud ents and children , 60c . 

THE FIR ST OF THE TWO FIELD TRIPS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL wil l . be taken next 
Sund ay , Apr il 10 , to the O' Connell cattl_e ran0h , in the foothills nor t h
east of Morgan Hi ll; and in t he af t e r no on to the Si lver Creek Hills , 
On our Cal endar for t h ls year> t his t r:tp was scheduled for ;'both birds 
e.nd wild flo wer s. 11 Mr s . Gr ace B"".,,__1bal•: 8r , who wi ll lead the trip Sunday , 
is hopin g th at the wild flo wer dis play, usual a t th is ti me of the year 
on the Sil v er Creek Hil l s , wil l not be late th~s year . 
Meet in San Jo se at the usual pl ac e$ corner of E. San Carlos and Fifth 
Stre ets , a t 8 o I cloc k , I-al o Al to membeJ'.'s who can take passengers and 
th ose who want tra nsp ort at ion , mee t at th e S . P . Depot in Palo Alto at 
7 :1 5 a~m, Bring picnic lu nch . FrrnJ the San Jose meeting place the 
part y wi ll drive out Ki ng Road to Evergr ee n and th en follow the San 
Felipe Road to the O'Connell Rench. 

The se cond fi eld tri p sch edule d for April is t he overnight tri p to the 
Pinnacles Nati onal Monument, April 23 and 24 . Noti ces gi vin g detai ls 
will be mailed later this month . 

B. Neil Dickin s on , Pr es . - 1135 Cr ane St., ~fenlo Park 
Emily Smith , Cor r . Sec. - 387 Glen Una Dr ., Los Gatos 

JANUARY 16 FIELD TRIP REPORT. In the announcem ent of the field trip 
to All :t!n Eock i-arl{ and Alvj_so, I ex9r~ssed the ho pe that the party would 
have nt he opportunity of seeing th e sh9..rp-t ailed sparrow_ , ii which had 
been re por ted seen recently - -December 27•- at Alvi s o . Believe it or not, 
when th e field tri p day caine _, ev ery memher of th e p arty s aw the sh a.rp
t a lled sparrow! Seeing a bird at Alv is o which , accordin g to all the 
books 1 should have boe:-1 wj n·ceriJ:1g somewher e along the Sm.1th Atlan tic or 
Gulf coast~ was an orn.t t r10l0 gt cal thrill and deserves mos t of the spa ce 
al lotted to t h is fi eld tr ip report . 

To begin a t the begi nr i ng, this sharp - tail ed spa rro w was first spotted 
by Davi d Cu tler , a member of the Dela~ ar e Vall ey Ornithologi cal Society 
of Pennsy lv ania, who was vi si ti ng in San Jose at Christmas time . 



Befor e he l eft San Jose, Mr. Cutl e r led t wo Audubon Soci e ty members to 
th e spot wh ere he had s ee n the bird, but th e bird was not s ee n. Fort i 
fi ed wit h Mr. Cutler's car eful des cription of th e bird's appearanc e and 
beha vior and with color ed pictur e s of the bird, the .two members again 
went to Alviso, but th eir search was unsuccessful. From the literature 
we knew t h at the Nel s on' s sh arp-t a iled sparrow, which nests east of the 
Rockies in the prairie mar sh e s of Canada and as far south as the Dakotas, 
had been rec orded thre e times in California. Two birds were collected · 
at Milpitas- May 6, 1891 and Januar y 31, 1896-and two birds were ob
served by Howard Cogswell ne ar Venice in Los Angeles County, at various 
times between Janua r y 16 and February 12, 1944. 

On the day of our field tri p the sky was clear, but all morning in the 
Alum Rock Park a re a a stron g cold wind blew incess antly. After lunch 
most of the party of ei ght ee n, ins p ite of th e wind, went on to Alviso. 
At th e di ke wh ere ~r. Cutl er had s ee n th e sharp-t ailed sparrow, we di
vided into groups and combed th e Salic ornia and the tall Spartina gra s s 
along by th e dik e and be side th e ro ad, We flushed song sparrows, Savannal 
sp arrows, mar sh wr ens, yello w-thro a ts, a clap pe r rail; and much to my 
sur p ris e a Virgini a r a il spr ang out frorn und er my fe et. Finally a dif
fer ent spa rro w dart ed out of a shrub. Every one held his breath until 
it ali ght ed on a sl Emd er weed st em, for Mrs. Ni els en's scrutiny. nHold 
everythin g ! Ye s, it 1..§. a sh arp-t a il ed sparro wll 11 And she was right! 
It was a bea utiful spn rrow, richl y color ed with dull orange on face and 
sid e of br ea st. As th e grou p s closed in t"o ge t a b ett er vie w, it fle w 
a short way to cover; an d as we tri ed to ge t clos e r, it moved from bu sh 
to bu sh ah ead of us. Eventuall y it was h erd ed und er a shrub on top of 
th e dik e , wher e every on0 had a goo d chanc e to obs erv e it- Miss Emily 
even sa w th e sha rply point ed tail f eath ers which giv e the bird its name. 

It is fifty-thr ee ye ars si nc e the sharp-t a iled sparrow was r e corded in 
our ar e a, and no doubt we would hav e ove rlook ed it this year if an Ea s t
en cr, who kn ew th e bird, ha d not start od u s lookin g for it. Now we must 
discov er wheth er it is mor e than ju s t a 11rar e straggl e r 11 in our marsh e s. 

Summary of birds r ecord ed durin g the da y . In th e Alum Rock Park area: 
Cooper's ha wk, 2; r ed-tail ed h awk, 3; golden eagl e , 2; sparrow hawk, 2 ; 
Cal. qua j_l, 36 ; killd ee r,8; ban d-t ail ed pig eon,8; r ed-shaft ed flicker,5; 
Cal. woodpe cke r, 3 ; hair y woodpe cke r, l; downy woodp eck er, l; bl a ck phoe• 
be, l; St ell e r's j ay , 3; Cal. j ay, 5; ye llo w-bill ed magpi e , 2( Penit encia 
Creek , nea r Noble Rd.); cro w, 3; ch e stnut-b ack ed chick ade e , 30; plain 
tit mous e , 2 ; bush-tit, 27 ; wr en-tit, 4; Bewic k 's wr en, l; can yon wr en,l; 
mock in gbi rd, 2 ; robin, 18 9 ; vari ed t hrush, 19; her mit thrush, 11; ruby
cr owned k in gl et, 3; Amer i can p i p it, 21 ; Hutton's vir e o, l; Audubon's 
warbl e r, 3 ; Wes t e rn meadowl ar k , 15; purpl e finch, 4; hous e finch, 12; 
pin e si sk in, 4 ; Ark . gol df i nch, 54; sp ott ed to wh ee , 4; brown towh ee , 10; 
Ore . junc o , 11; whit e -c r owned sp arro w, 38 ; gold en-cro wned sparrow, 13; 
fox spa r row , l; s ong spa rrow, 3. 

At Alviso, du ring our s earc h for the shar p -tail ed sparrow (first di k e 
east of chur ch on Los Est cros Road) : American eg r e t, 8 (Zanke r Rd.); 
America n p int a il, 16 ; cinnam on t ea l, 4; shovell er, 2 ; whit e-tail ed kite, 
2 ( Zanlrnr Rd.); mar sh h awk, 2; ring-n eck ed phea s ant, 3; cl appe r r ail, l; 
Vir ei n ia r a il, l; Ame ric an c oot, 2 ; l ea st sandp i pe r, 8 ; avoc et, 21; 
whit e -t hr oat ed swif t, 2 (with viol e t-gr ee n swallo ws); viol e t-gr e en swal
lo w, 3; marsh wr en, 6 ; Americ an p ipit, 3; ye llo w-throat, 3; Savann ah 
spa rrow, 24 ; shar p -t a il ed sparrow, l; song sparro w, 6. 

James G. Pe t erson, leader 


