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THE FOURTH AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR will be presented next Friday, March 4, 
at 8 o'clock in the ~ontgomery Theatre, Civic Auditorium, in San Jose. 
Allan D. Cruickshan k , nationally kno wn naturalist, photo grapher, and 
lecturer, will sho w his c olor motion picture, 11Tra ils for the Millions ." 
Mr. Cruickshank to ok the pi ctures in the vicinity of New York City, 
where one would not expect nature study could be rewardin gly pursued . 
But his film shows an ama zin g variet y of wildlife and excitin g adventure 
along trails which are with in easy reach of millions of metro politan 
dwellers. Mr. Cruickshank's ski ll in i mitatin g bird calls, his ready 
wi t, and his ability at story-tellin g , all make him a popular lectur e r. 
Of his bir d - photography , Edwin Way Teale wr i t e s: "For a decade and a 
half, he ha s been devoting the res ourc e s of an athlete's body and a stu
dent's brain to th e pr oblems of bird- ph oto gra phy . If ornithologists 
sel ected ac e bird-phot ographe rs as sports - writers choos e star football 
pla ye rs, Cruic ks hank p robably would be first on th e list for the All
Ame ric an Team. ;r 

Tick ets will be sold at the Montgomery Theatre on the night of the per 
formanc e: general admission, 75c ; stud en ts, 60c. 

Also at th e theatre there will_be on sa l e a fe w autographed copies of 
Helen Cruic kshank I s new book , ''Flight into Sun shin e . '1 Folders adv ertis
ing th e bo ok say it is a i i spirited a.dvEmtur e story of th e experi ence s 
shared by Hel en Cruicksh ank and he r nat ur alist husband on the ir bird
fil ming expe dition into th e back country of Flori da . it The photo grap hs 
of birds whi ch Allan Cru i cksh ank too k , i llustrate the boo k . The price 
is $5 . 00 (plus 13c, t ax), of whi ch our Soc ie ty will r ec ei ve $2 . 00 . 

BUTANO FOREST is in immedi a t e dan ge r of be ing l ogged off! The miracl e is 
that this primeval for e st in our Snnt a Cruz Iviount ains has gone untouched 
until now. This fin e st and of vir gin r 0dwoods, just north of Big Basin 
Redwood Pa rk, was purc ha s ed by th e Pacific Lumber Compnny in 1945, to 
supp lem ent holdings in th at a r ea . Much of the for e st surrounding this 
st and ha s b ee n lumb ered, and now th e log ge rs nr e working clos e to th e 
b oun dari es of B11.te.no For es t . In r es po nse t o t his thr e at , Butano Forest 
Associates was organized mor e than a yea r ago. The s e earn e st cons e rva
tionists, mostly of our San Francisco Bay area , have wor ke d ha rd to sav e 
th e tr ee s. Through their efforts a popular demand for th e purchas e of 
Butano Forest as a state park is being aroused . Public ownership of the 
for e st not onl y woul d save th e magnific ent tr ee s but would also provide 
recr ea ti ona l f aci l i ti e s which would all ev iate overuse of our p r e s 0nt 
r edwood parks. LQst yea r Bi g Basin Redwood Pa r k a l one had ov er half 
a millio n visitors. 
The St a t e Fark Commission h as allocated a maximum of $ 600,000 to ward th e 
purch a se of But an o ~or est , provid ed h alf of th e purc hase p r i ce is con
tr ibu t ed by privnt e indi vi du als or by c ommuniti es . At pr evailing prices 
for commerci al stumpage, th e pur chas e pric e would be ·mor e than a million 
doll ars . Becaus e th e sum r equired to match th e st a t e fund is so gr ea t 
and tim e so shor t, th e Butano Fo r es t Asso ciat e s are as k ing the California 
Stat e Legislature to app r opriat e , from fund s alread y set aside for ac
quiring park lands, t he full amount necessary for the pu rchase of Butane 
Forest . A bill to th at effect , #2339 , was introduced into t he Assembly, 
January 28 , by Asse f1blyman Rich ar d J . Dol wig, from San Mateo Co. This 



bill, and also Assembly Bill -#1105 for the purchase of South Calaver as 
Grove ( some of Cali f orn i a 's fin es t sugar p i nes are in that grove) need 
immediate support. The propon ents of the t wo bills believe that 11the 
acquirin g of land for recr ea tional use is a functi on of the state gov 
ernment: the pe ople throu gh their gov e rnmen t should be abl e to acquire 
land for common u se and b enef it, usin g funds whi ch all th e p eop l e con
tribut e -nam el y , t he t axes ." The pr esent matchin g p r ovisi on dangerous
ly de l ays and may def ea t the St at e 's acqu irin g much needed park land. 
It is i mper ativ e th at th e But ano Forest and th e South Cal ave r as Grove 
b e purch a sed now, if the wonder ful tr ees <.:.r e to b e s c..ved fr om th e ax . 
If you wan t to hel p sav e thes e forests , writ e tod ay to th e f ollo wing 
persons, ur gin g t h em t o act prompt l y : 
Governor Earl Warr en , Sta te Cap itol, Sac ra mento 14 
Your State Senator an d State Assemblyman ( s ee li s t belo w) 
Joseph R. Knowland , Cha irman of State Pa r l{s Commission, Sacrame n to 14 
A. E . Henn in g , Chief , Di v5.sion of Bea ches an d Pa r ks , Sacramento 14 

Senators: .i:3yrl R. Salsman , Sant a Cla ra Co ;Har r y L. Parl-{:man, San Mateo Co. 
Assemblyr,1en: Richar d J . Dol wi g , San Mat eo Co; Robert C. Kir kwood, Santa 
Cl ara Co. (Dist . 28); Jo hn F . Thompson , Santa Clara Co. (Dist. 29). 
Addr ess bo t h Sen ator s an d Assemblymen at State Cap itol, Sacramento 14. 

JANUARY 22 FIEL D TRIP rtEPORT. Nine ha rd y souls surmounted th e difficul
ties of a pr e -da wn rising hour and peltin g r ai n, to meet at the College 
at 6 :30 a . m. Would you have guessed th at Pa l o Alto members would out
number t hos e fr om Los Gatos and San Jose? Well , t h e par t y cons ist ed of 
l eade r J arnes Rig by, iV.r. and Wirs . Nei l Di cld ns on, Mrs . w. A. Hillebrand, 
Miss Hort ens e Berr y , N.r . and Mrs . Cl yde Prusman , ~Ciss Emily Smi th, and 
Wilbur Luic k . Thr ee a r eas were to be vi si t ed in the day ' s birding: Elk 
horn Slough in the Moss Lan ding ar ea, the municipal wharf at Monter ey, 
and Hopk ins Marin e Station in Pe.cific Grov e . 'Nh en we r eached the coast 
the sky was cl ear and blu e , a just r ewar d for J i m Rigby's faith in the 
weather. We continued t o have favorable weath e r unt il four o'cl ock , 
when it c ommenc ed t o rain ag ain . 

The Moss Landing area provid ed us wit h some of ou r bes t obs e rvations of 
th e day . The sun , ri sin g behind us, spotlight ed a multitu de of birds 
f eeding and r es ti ng on the qui et wat e r of th e s lou gh and along the muddy 
shor e s . It wa s he r e t hat we ha d a f in e opp ortunity to compar e th e r ed
thro at ed l oon wi th the common l oon . We cou l d s oe cl ea rl y th e s ee mingly 
up -turn ed bill which di s tin gu is hes t he r ed-throated from th e lar ger com
mon lo on . And gr ebe s wer e obli ging , t oo . A ho rn ed gr ebe , wi t h cl ea r 
white ch celrn , was s cu1 rur.ong s ever al eared gr c bes vvhose ch eeks loo ke d 
11dirt y;r in comparison . The r e wer e al so doz en s of ·west e rn gr ebe s he r e . 
A Bai rd' s cormorant pe rc hed lor..g eno ugh on a p iling, to en abl e us to 
compare i t with doubl e -c r E:.:s t ed cormoran t s swimming and diving nearby . 
A grov e of eucn lyptus and cyp r ess tr ee s sho vrnd fr e quent movements of 
bl a ck - cr owned night he rons, as th ey shift ed roosting positions . Other 
herons nt this s to p wer e: thr e~ gr ea t blu e h e rons, an Arnerican eg r e t, 
t wo sno wy eg r e t s . One of th e sno wy eg r e t s , s ea rching for f ood in th e 
shallow wat e r nea r t he ban k , would frequentl y shak e one of its ye llo w 
f ee t t o sti r up possi bl e shrimps ( ? ) in th e vv:-.t e r . Jim Rig by sig ht ed 
fifty or more buffl e - heads some distance fro m us , and Mr . Hill's t ele
scope was brought into use . The ' scop e l a ter showed a h andso me r ed
br eas t ed mer gnnse r with a.n a auburn-hair ed ;, f omHl e; also □hovell e r s , can
vas -bac ks , s caup ducks, 2. f emal e Ame rican go ld en - eye , whit e - wing ed and 
surf scot e rs, ['.nd mr.ny ruddy du.elm . Of con siderab l e int e r e st was clos e · 



view of f i ve garlwaJ_ls, t wo trim gray I!lales and , three brovm females o 

Other birds listed in th~s area were: a fe w bro wn pelicans, coots, kill 
deer, t wo long-billed curlews, many willets , one greater yellow-legs, 
many least and red-backed sandpi pers, several dowitchers, many godwits, 
two avocets. A surprise was a floc k of dainty sanderlings feeding on a 
mud flat I A flocl r of gulls resting on a sand b ar proved to be mostly 
short-billed gulls . All by itself was a Bonaparte's gull with an injured 
foot. There wer e a f ew land birds here: a kingfisher carrying a fish in 
its bill, an Anna's hummin gbird, sev er al pipits , and a Savannah : sparrow. 

On our way to Wont 6r ey we stop pe d briefl y at the bridge over the Salinas 
Riv e r, to vie w with surpris6 chestnut-b acked chick adee and purple finch 
in the willo ws by th e riv er. Drivin g by Fo rt Ord ~Eiss Emil y brought the 
c aravan to a h alt when sh e spott ed a white -t a il ed kite hovering over a 
drill area. In th e s ame fi e ld meadorvlarks were singing. 

On the wharf in Monter ey Jim Rigby soon spi ed the most important bird 
for th e day , a Pacific fulmo.r. This f e llow, swi mming near the piles of 
th e wh arf, was at such close r ang e we could see th e nasal tubes on its 
yello w· bill. We soon recogniz ed !!lore fulmars among the many gulls fur
ther out, chi efly by their manner of flight. Most of them were all gray, 
but at least one had white head and nec !-c. From our vantage point on th e 
wharf we had fine vie ws of the gulls, and could identify the following: 
glaucous- winged, Western, herring, California, ring-billed, short-billed, 
and the hand some Beer mann I s gull. As we wer e ab out to leave the wharf 
an Audubon's warbler flew acr oss our path . 

At Hopkins Marine St ation we walked out on the promontory , and 1'lunch 
was servedn in th e sh elt e r of big roc k s whil e we ga zed out to more rocks 
lit e rall y aliv e wi th ro os ti ng birds, mos tl y gu lls and Brandt I s co1T.10-
rants. Soon we made out t wenty bl ack turnstortes; th en 2 oyster-catchers 
foraging busil y ; and finally a surf -bird. But that was not enough: Jim 
wanted to find a murrelet . After lunch, working back along the shore 
toward the canneries, we did sp ot an alcid , but its markings would not 
confor I!l t o Roge r Tor y Peters on's descripti on s of murrelets. Finally 
there was agreement th a t it was a Ca lifornia murre , with a blotch of 
blacl-c oil on its breast. Al th ough it was getting late, we continued to 
look for a murrelet bet vveen the Marine Stati on an d Lovers Point, at the 
same ti me adding to our list of birds for the day: black phoebe, Say's 
pho ebe, Calif ornia juy, cr ow, hermit thrush, r obin, West e rn bluebird, 
Engli sh sparr ow, house finch, white-cr owned sp arr ow, and song sparrow-
but no murrelet . 
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