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SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

February, 1949 

THE REGULAR FEBRUARY MEETING wi ll be held next Monday evening, 
Feb. 14, at 7:45 o'clock in Room 210, Natural Science Building., 
San Jose State College. Reports of seasonal bird observations 
will be part of the program. (Are robins, varied thrushes, 
and hermit thrushes unusually common this winter in your nelgh
borhood? Have you seen Bohemian waxwings or other rare visit
ants from the far north? D0 any birds seem to be having trouble 
findin g food these cold days? Have you heard any resident birds 
singing persistently the last two or three weeks , or seen any 
signs of nesting?) Please bring bird observations in writing, 
giving ds .te and pla ce of observation, for our files. 

Becaus e it will not be possible for Mr. McLean to attend this 
meeting, Mr. Albert Wool has agreed to show again the color film 
which he showed at the Palo Alto meeting in De cember. San Jose 
members who we re net pr e sent at that mee ting will now have an 
opportunity to see his motion pictures of c ondors in flight and 
going to roost. The film also contains fine shots of nesting 
rufous-crowned sparrows and of other birds on the Wools' ranch. 
Since the December meeting Mr. Wool has added to his film shots 
which he toolc on the January field trip to Alviso . 

After the regular mee ting there will be a short business meeting 
to vote on the question whether th e Soci ety will sponsor the 
Audubon Screen Tours next year; and also on the question whether 
the Soci ety will provide a scholarship for some teach £ r or 
youth leader to attend th e Audubon Nature Camp in California 
this coming summer. 

THE FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP will be taken the following Saturday, 
February 19, in the Palo Alto r egi on. Mrs . W.A. Hille brand and 
Miss Hortense Berry are planning a liesurely all -d ay trip, which 
will include the Stanford University Campus and Searsville Lake. 
The meeting place will be the S. P. Depot in Palo Alto, at 6 a,m, 
Bring a picnic lunch. San Jose membe rs who can take passengers 
and those who want transportation, meet at the corner of East 
San Carlos and Fifth Streets at 7:15 a .m. 

B. Neil Dickinson, Pres. - 1135 Crane St., Menlo Park 
Emily Smith, Corr. Sec. - 387 Glen Una Dr., Los Gatos 



NOVT"i:':vl.3': '.: ~-:; r. :~r :::~D TR::P RF.? Cn':':'~ Tl~e r 1,n:::...1~i:z wa::: cJ.ea :i:' an ,.i pr o:::1j 1::i 1~.~ a~ 
el evsn nem.oer s and :.dnFJ g·u '3::its of c:.1e ~'.3.i-~ta. C7.o.1'.'a Vt.-1.:tley Au.du 'xm :-'oc ie-cy 
l ef t faJ. o Alto at e o 1 cl o~k , v!tth A:..'1.0.0 Nu cvo Pc,:1.nt A.A t;ie 5.r ob ;Jective . 
'l'h e first sto p , at t.he so 1.1t-hea c.t e::1d ::i:!:' Cr; rs~al 3:µrin gs Reser voi r, "'_;o 
see t he gee s e an d 0th.e r wat e.r-f'."lwl ·rvh:'i.cr:. fi:-1 0 re fu ge th e re, was r,pparent 
ly going t o be a di ,;appo~_nt :'1.0:.1+.: :~(1r ·she ~Lakes wo~·e blan kete d by m'Jrn
in g fo g . But luc ki. l ;y t h -s f ~)g bcg:1;:u.:, t o tl 1.::.n ana . soo n it was gone, and 
there on the l ake bul~ N us wer e ~i ndre ds 'Jf h l r~ s resting on the water 
and along the shoJ:"e , Mr , Hi ).l ' s t~<3L ~.s r.ope an d .. ,hFJ spotting scope , which 
Lest e r Brubaker had b: '.J'J.gt.~~, v•0;2.~c scii~ u .;i bes:i .de the road, and every one 
had excellent vi ews of rin s s~cclP~ ~f duc k s, ~are~ and pied -bill ed 
grebes , a corm orant..- :':"10r on~ ,, '::l:.';d. ~•r en a f ,3v1 sh0:"."~ 1;~_:rds. Befo re long 
t wo flocks of Canad a _gr:;:'<::2 on t ~~.':l w,_r~g ga ve ·c.s t he th r ill we had wanted. 
In one flock t wo 2:: z e s of gee ;JP, ro-::-·e Ree n s i nd:l catl ng the pr e s enc e of a. 
subs pe c ies , p rob a·c.1 y t h a :Lf:r, s er G,.'." . .J.':la goose. 
Becaus e this fi rst stop r.c:.1sumf,d :1:)re t:ime: t h aa the l ead e r anticipa ted, 
no more sto p s wer e ma6 e urtil th e caRst was r e ach ed , On th e be ach at 
Pe scad e ro Lag oon s ar.d.c -:"1.i n6s ·irnr e I·u.:m•_;_ng out 'bc::1J.in d r e tr eati nr; waves , 
sn ntc hing bi t s of fe,,od from t:w 13 ar. .d 8.S they r n.n, and thent turning just 
in tim e , sc ootin g b._tr..:J;: 8 . .:1.8 8.il c f t' 1e i .l ·.'.O:nin g ws., ; 8 s. On t ::C.is s a1:1e beach 
we f ound the r emai n~ of t wo oc:ea ni c bird s; a Pac if ic fulmar and a sooty 
sheo.rwater, whi c:--i h a.d r ec entlt 01::;en wush cd ashoJ:"e nnd were still in go od 
con dition . The he ~du and f6 e t w~re r emoved , so that t hey c ould ba us ed 
lat er to che ck 01..n 1 f ie l e. i dent i fi c a ti on age.inRt sk ins in th 8 So.n Jose 
State Coll ege co l :eGt ion . 
Pi ge on Po i nt p rov ed somewhat of a d isa ppo intm ent, alt h ough we had a fin e 
vi ew of a f emal e white ·•wl :nged s cot.e r f ecdi !lg in the surf just belo v our 
look-out point . Ey th e t i me we r eached Anno Nu evo Point a north wind 
was blowin g stro ng . As w 0 wo.H:e d ou t onto tho s c.nd. dunes , which offe r 
a strildng contrast to t he r ug£_;ed c oast nor th 2.nd south , we were sur 
p ri sed t o s ee a whit e - t nil ed ~ite ~e ro hed on th £ top of a stunted willow. 
After a bela t ed lu n ch on t he l ee side of a b i g dune , we were r ea dy for 
more bird i ng . The crr•bayment on t he south sid e of the Poin t, wh e r e the 
s ea was l 0ss ro ugh , con t a in ed many €;1J.lls, cormor ~nts, p e licans, scoters 
an d greb e s. Seve rn l s e a lions exh i bi t ed unusual curio sity in our act i v
ities and inv 0sti gr,ted us from clos e r rm ge , perhaps ad di ng u s to th eir 
;'li fe lis t . 11 On th e way b ack to our c o.r s we foun d good birdin 6 in a. 
small orc ha r d by a farm house . he re a full - p lu m.a; ed r ed -br eas t ed sa p
suck e r was by ell odds th e most acc omodnti ng bird of t he day. It per
mitt ed a t en minute obs e rvation by t he entir e group from a dis t ance of 
t en to fift ee n feet , while it went about its busin e ss of boring holes. 

It was now half past thr ee and time to disband. We ch ecked th e birds 
we had s een , t otal lin g th em at 59 , and agre ed it had bee n a v e ry enjoy
abl e da y . Po llo wi ng ar e the birds we cho cke d: eared grebe, Wes t e rn 
gr ebe , pi 6d- billed gr ebe , bro wn pe l i can, doub l e -c r e s t ed co rmorant, 
Br and t I s corrnora nt, gr ea t bl u e heron , American egret , Cana da go os e , mal
lard, bald p at e , p intail, gr ee n - winge d t 6al, shovell e r, r i ng-n eck ed duck, 
canv as-·b ack ) s cau p du ck » white - win ge d scoter , surf s cot Gr, r uddy du ck , 
Ameri can mer gans e r , tur key vultu re , whit e -t ai l ed ki t e , r ed-tail ed hawk, 
mar sh ha vrk, coot , killd 0er, b lac :c- bellie d ·,, lover, blac k turn s ton e , 
gr e at e r yell ow-l egs, dowitch e r, sa nde rl i ng ~ Wes t e rn gull, Cal. gul l, 
rin g- bill6d gull , Heermann' s gull, red - shaft ed flic ker , s.cor n woodp ecke r, 
r ed -br e a sted sapsuck e r , downy woodpe ck e r , black phoebe , Cal. jay, plain 
tit mous e , bush -tit, ?cw i ck 's wr en, robin, he rmit thrush, ruby-crown ed 
kin gl e t, American pipit , Audubon's warbl e r, yello w- thr oat , Wes t e rn mead
owlark, ho us e fin ch, pine siskin , Ameri can goldf i ncb, Ark. goldfinch, 
Ore . ju nco, whi ta-crown ed sparro w, gold en-crav i-ned spa rrow. 

Jim Rigby 


