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A MIDWINTER BIRD CE:NSUS in the Alum Rock Park and Alvlso areas will be 
taken this next 811.nday, J an . 16 , un de r the l eader •ship of Jim Peterson . 
This will be a one - party census , wit h t he mornin g spent in Alum Rock 
Canyon and the afternoon in the Alviso s al t marshes . The leader sug ­
gests a one - part y c en°u s , hopin 5 t ha t the whole p arty wi ll have the 
opportunity of seeing the sha rp-t a iled sparrow , which was r ecentl y 
observ ed at Alv io o by a vi sitin g bird s t ude nt from Pennsy lvania. 
Alt h ough the sh arp - t ailed sr-,Brro w i s corrin:on in the East , it is listed 
as a "r are stra ggler ;' in Califo rn iao Of t he onl y thr ee records for 
Califor nia , two were at Mil J!J.tas , ab out t hree miles from Alviso . 
The meetin g pl ace fo r t he t :c··:i.p wiJ.J. b e San Jo s e St ate Colle ge campus, 
E. San Car l os St . a t Fift h St ., and the time 8 a . m. Br ing a lunch. 
Palo Al to members v1,·ho want t ransporta tion , phone th e B. N. Dickinsons. 

THE THI RD AUDUBOrJ SCREFN TOUR, entitle d 11i.11Jildlife Down East , 11 will be 
pre se nted Monday evening , Jan . 17, a t 8 o'cloc k in Mont gomery Theatre, 
Civic Auditor i um, San Jo se . Carl Vi. Bu chheis ter, vic e - presiden t of 
the IJation al Audub on Soci ety , will be speaker and will t8.ke his audie nc l 
on a t our ttdown eas t 11 to ifa ine an d oth e r parts of i'ew Engl and , to see 
the int e r es tin g wi ldlife alon g thG 11rockbound coast 11 and in the pj_ctur ­
esque cou ntr y nea r th e co as to As dir ec t or of t he Audubon Nature Camp 
at rv~ed omo.k in l\ .. a ine sinc e i t s first s e as on ten years ago , Mr. Buch ­
h eir,ter has had exc ell ent opp ortunity to be come acqu ai nted with this 
nDown East '1 countr y e.nd its wil dlif e popul atlon, which ran~es from 
11harbor seals in the b ays to warblers in th e spru ce woods . From all 
reports Iv!r . Bucr.Ji ei ster is a v ery pl eas in s , stimulating speaker and is 
showin g v e ry fin e color m0 1~ion pi ct u r e s . Hel p adv ertise th e Audubon 
Scre sn Tours by t e llin g your fri ends about this third Scr ee n Tour . 
Tic kets will be s ol d at t he Mont gomery Thea tr e on the ni ght of the 
pe rformance: ge neral admission , 75c ; stud ents , 60c. 

DATE OF TIIB JANUARY FIELD TRIP had to be chan ge d from January 29 to 
Saturday , Janu ary 22~ The Fi e ld Tri p Committ ee i s sorry and hopes it 
won 1 t happe n again. Jim Ri gby will lead the trip to Nonterey , and is 
plannin g to go by way of Wats onville , so that the Elk h orn Slou gh ar ea 
can be visit ed for a part of th e da y ' s birdin g . Meet in San Jose at 
the usual pla ce, E. San Cfn ... los St . at F ifth St ., at 6 : 30 a . m. It 
mi ght be well to bring a lon g a midmornin g sns .ck as well as the usual 
picnic lu nch . Palo Alto members who want transportation , t el ephone 
Mr . Ri gby -- he h as a phone now--DA 2- 0515 . 

MEETI NG OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS and Committee Chairmen will be held 
Monday evenin g , J anuar y 24 , at 8 o'cloc k in Room 220 , Natural Science 
Building , San Jo s e Ste .t e Coll ege . Any member of t he Soci ety who is 
int e r ested in attendin g t he meetin g wi ll be wel come. 

B. Neil Dic k inson, Pres. - 11 35 Crane St ., Menlo Park 
Emi ly fJmi th , Corr . Sec . - 387 Glen Una Dr ., Los Gatos 



1948 CHRIS·r MAS BIRD COUNT was t~ken · in th e Palo Al to region. Ins pi te 
of a strong cold wind which blew all day, the participants turned in a 
good report. The count area, which stretched acro~s the Peninsula from 
the sloughs of San Francisco Bay to the ocean at Half Moon Bay, offered 
many kinds of bird habitats and beautiful country to spend the day in. 
Jim Rigby, who so successfully mappe d out the area and directed the 
count, prepared the following report for the National Audubon Society. 

Crystal Springs Reservoir, San Mateo Co, Cal. (count area included South 
San Francisco Bay in the vicinit y of Belmont Slough and San Mateo Bridge, 
Crystal Sprin gs Valley and La~es , northern Santa Cruz Mts., and Pacific 
Ocean at Half Moon Bay; open salt water of bay a.nd ocean 15%, tidal salt 
marsh 10%, exposed mud flats 5%, la wns and shrubbery 10%, fresh water 
lakes 10%, chaparral-covered hillsides 15 %7 farm and grazing land 15%, 
forested canyons and ridges 10%, ocean beach 10%). - Jan. 2; 8:00 a.m. 
to 5 p .m. Cle ar; temp. 35° to 55<J; w:tno. N, 13-18 m.p.h. Twenty-three ob­
servers in 7 parties . Total hours 40 (2 8 on foot, 12 by car); total 
miles 260 ( 24 on foot, 236by c ar). Red-·throated loon, l; horned grebe ,4; 
eared greb e , 2; Western grebe, 34; pied-billed grebe , 7; double-crested 
cormor ant , 14; Brandt's cormorant, 11; great blue heron, 9; .American 
egret, 41; sno wy egret, l; whistling swan , 8; Canada goose , 450; blue 
goose, 1 (wintering with Canada geese at Crystal Springs Reservoir, also 
seen Jan. 8) ; mallard, 25; gadwall , 10; baldpate, 12; pintail, 760; 
green-winged teal, 10; shoveller, 56; rin g-n ecked duck, 8; canvas-back, 
1000; scau p duc k , 460 ; .Am, golden -e ye, 29; buffle-h ead , 10; old-squaw,l; 
white-winged scoter, 15; surf scoter, 40; ruddy duck, 110; .Am. merganser, 
2; red-br ea sted mergans e r, 4; turkey vulture, 14; white-tailed kite, l; 
sharp-shinned hawk , 3; Cooper's ha wk, 5; red-t a iled h awk, 42; red-bellied 
hawk, 2; marsh hawk, 5; spa rrow hawk, 33; Cal. quail, 180; coot, 1200; 
killdeer, 120; black-bellied plover , 125; Wilson's snip e , 1; long-billed 
curlew, 23; willet, 1250; greater yello w-l eg s, 2; l east sandpiper, 450; 
red-backed sand p iper, 120; dowitcher (East e rn), 20; marbled godwit , 55; 
sanderling, 65; avocet , 200; glaucous - wing ed gull , 3; Western gull , 32; 
herring gull, 60; Cal. gull, 45; ring-billed gull , 100; short-billed 
gull, 530; Forster's tern, 6; common murre , l; band-t ailed pigeon , 430; 
white-thro ated swift, 30; Anna 's hummingbird, 4; red-sh afted flicker,34; 
acorn woodpecker, 15; hairy woodp eck er, l; black phoebe , 16; Say's phoe­
be, 4; horned lark, 15; Steller's jay, 9; Cal. jay, 28; chestnut-backed 
chickadee, 20; piain titmouse, 6; bush -tit, 170; whit e -bre asted nut­
hatch, l; pygmy nuthatch, 3; wren -tit, 19; wint er wren , 2; Bewick's 
wren, 11; rock wren , l; Cal. thrasher, 5; robin, 130; varied thrush, 13; 
hermit thrush, 17; Western blu ebird, 18; ruby-crown ed kinglet , 11; Arn. 
pipit, 60; cedar waxwing , 63; lo gge rhead shrik e , 6; Hutton's vireo, l; 
myrtl e warbler, 1; Audubon's warbler, 59; English sparro w, 20; Western 
meadowlar k , 730; red-wing ed blackbird, 2; tricolored blackbird , 3; Brew­
er 's blac kbird, 650; pur ple finch, 7; house finch, 370; pine siskin , 15; 
Arn. goldfinch , 4; Ark. goldfinch , 41; spotted towhe e , 10; brown towhee, 
52;lark sparrow, 25; Savannah sparrow, 83; rufous-crowned sparrow, 2; 
Ore. junco, 63; whi te-cro vmed sparrow, 650; golden -cro wned sparrow , 7 3; 
fox sparrow, 9; song sparrow, 32. Total_, 112 sp ecies; 11,87 2 individuals 
(the numbers of individuals in some eases could only be estimated). 
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