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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUHT, A bird count at Christmas time is t ake n 
annu all y by Audubon Societie s Hnd other bird WE'tchers thI'ou ghout 
t he United St 8.t es .. -..ncl C.s.n2.da , The 1'Trction .s.l Audubon Soci ety st arted 
the t aking of Chr i ::;t n:.a.s b:i.rd c ounts ( ori r ine.ll y c alle d a "Census ") 
fort y- n ine yeers ugo, and ev er si nce t hen h as published r eport s of 
th e counts . Thre e l:mndrp.d and f ourte en reoorts of counts t ake n lo.st 
Chri s tm s wer e pri nted in t he Ju:1o.I'cll issue of Audubon Fi eld Note s • 
The U. S . Fi sh nnd ~il dlif e Serv i ce is no ~ c ollabor at in g wi th t he 
Nation al .Audubon Soc lety in edJ.tin g r.nd ffll.l-r,marizin e: t he r ep orts . 
Asi de fr om t b2 ir s c i enti f i c v uJ.u e , Chris t mas bir d count s are lots of 
fun --- a s or t of gr 1ne to see how many d i ffe r en t spe c ie s of bir ds o.nd 
how many indi v idu als of ench spe c ies c an be r eco rd ed in one dny in 
n giv en a r e s.. Choosin g 0.n ar e a whi ch inclu de s as many typ es of bi rd 
h abit at s as poss ibl e , is pA.rt of t he gnme , Tl:l6 rul e s of t he c ount , 
pr es cr ibed by th e NE;tion nl Audubon Soci e t y·, stc .t e th a.t ''th e a re a 
must f nll withi n n circl e 15 mj_les in di n.niet e r , 11 

The Sant a Cl ur o. VnJ.J.eJ Audubon Soc i e ty h eld i t s fi rs t Chri s t mas Bird 
Count in 192 9 , when ei gJ.1t m0mbE:rs, in t wo groups , Dr . Char les Pi pe r 
Smith l end in g one and Dr . G-8.yle Fi ck rell th e othe r , conn t cd birds in 
th e Alum Rock re gi on e.i'ld bet ween Alv is o and th e f oothi lls ens t of 
Nil l p i t ns . In mor e or l e ss t h e s r,_me t err i tor y c c ount h a s bee n t o.ken 
al most eve r y Chris t mas s Ga s on si nc e t hnn . 
At the December mee ting m-mbe,rs who wer e interested in t aking a count 
t his ye a r , got to ge ther end cg r eed to hol d t he 1948 Chriotmas Bird 
Count in the Pi::.lo .Alto r eg ion Sund ny , J AI.UA}ff 2 , 'rl1e meetin g pl ace 
wi ll be th e S . P . tDt:-pot :i.n Pr..l o Alto , a t 7 :30 a . m., Standard Time . 
},;r . Rigby , who h ll· conducted E one -mc.n co1.1.nt in the P -l o Alto r eg ion 
t he l a st t wo Chri t n ri.se c , h as vJOrke cl out a ve ry pro misi ng c oun t ar ea 
which re ach e s from the ,'Jlou gh s of San Fr anc isco Bay , ove r the mount 
ain s to the ocea n at ha l f Iv'oon Bay . Ee has p · epared map s of the area 
whi ch sho w h ow i t can be mos t su cce s sfull ~, c ove r ed . At t lle meeting 
pla ce h e wi ll expl ai n the r ul es of t t. e count and di:::tri bute the maps . 
All members are ur 0 ed to partici p ate in the co n t an d to brin g their 
bi rd -mincled friend s . Any member who is interest ed i n doin g so me ad 
vanc e scoutin 6 bet wee n Christm a n and the 6.2.y of the c ount , c an get a 
map by phonin g B. N. Di ck in s on i n Menl o I ark or Emil y Smith , Lo3 Ga tos, 
San Jo se members who c an ta.ke 1as se nc:er s and those who want transporta 
tio n , meet at corn e r of E, San Carlo s and Fift h short l y befor e 7 a . m. 

TWO CORRECTI01':S FOR THE CALE "DAR wh:i.ch was mai le d t o members ear ly 
t hi s month . In cutting th e st encil fo r th e mi~eo grapher , one line 
was inadver te ntly l e1't out. I•.fay 28 sh oul d re ad : 
May 22 Join t f ie ld tri p wi t h the Audubon Association of t he Pa ci fi c 

to Li verm or e Canyo n , to s 0e nestin g phai nop ep las 
Al s o , at the end of t he Calen dRr , the correspon din g se cr et ar y agai n 
slipped - omi tted t h e n ames of the members of tl::e pro r;ra.rn c ommitt ee who 
are makin g arrangemen t s fo r the r egu l a r and i ni' ormal meetin gs . The 
fir s t and s ec ond v ice - presiden ts, Alber t Wool an d Ol e t a Di cki n s on, 
serve on tha t com.mitt ee . 
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