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SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON socn ,:ri'Y 
I 

Dec ember , 1948 
~ 

AN I NFORMAL MEETING will be he ld t his comin g Jr.onda y evenin g , 
Dec ember 1 3 , in Pa lo Alto a t t he Palo Alto Senior Hi gh School , 
corne r of El Cam:l.110 Rec.l ( H:i.µ,hvrn.y 101 ) r nd Lmbar co.de ro Roa d . 
The mee tin g i s set fo r 7 :45 o ' c l oc~ , in Room 146 ( en t e r the 
El C2.rnin o en tr c..nce r.nd tur n ri p-h t) . 
Repo rt s of se 0s on al b ir d ob ser ~~tio ns by 
i mport cnt p r.r t of th e eveni ng ' s pr oa:r cm. 
obse r vation s i n wr i ti nG, g iv i ng d r.t E; f~nd 
fer th e Soc i ety ' s f i l e s . 

member s wj_ll be an 
Pl ec s e brin g your 

pl ace of obs e rv ction , 

Alb e rt Wool will sh ow his l a t es t co lor fil m. He sn ys it i s 
too sh ort t o wr.rr rmt r. ti t l e , but t h c.t it is hi gh-li ght ed. by 
int e r es t i ng sh ot s of con dors nnd of nes t ing rufous - cr owned 
sp :'.rr ows . 
S ::m Jo s e membe r s who can t cJce p r,ssenger s and tho se who W[tnt 
tr nnsp ort c. t io n, mee t c.t corn er of E. SE'.n CF.r l os ond Fifth St. 
p r omptl y nt 7 o 'c l ock. 

CHRI STMAS BIRD COUNT. h r . Ri gby i s invi tin g t he Soci e t y 
t o j oi n h:i.m in r.:. bi r d coun t i n t ho Pa l o .Alto r egio n thi s yeo.r. 
He h ~s mnpp ed out an " r ea wh ich r each es acr oss t he Peni ns ula 
fro m San Franc is co Bay t o t he Pa c i f ic Oce an a t Half fuoon Bay, 
wit h Crys tal Spr ings Rese rv oi r ne ar it s c ent e r . This circular 
ar ea , fif t ee n mi l ec in d i amet e r, in elu des many t ypes of bird 
hab it a t s , and sh ou ld fur nish a spe cu lar bir d count . Mr . Ri gby 
h as di v ided th e ar ea i nt o e i gh t l i}ro l y b i r di ng t e rrit or ies , 
an d h s s t a t e s tha t th E-mi n imum cove1~age of th e whol e ar ea 
r equ i r es a t l eas t 0 116 c a r and t wo obs e rv e r s for ea ch di vi s ion . 
He will p r ese nt h i s p l an in mor s dE:tail a t t he meet in g in 
Pa lo Al t o next IV.:.onday E,V6n lng . iiih en f irn=tl arr angcm-snt s for 
th e Soci e t y ' s an nu al Chri s t mas Bi r d Coun t h ave bee n made , 
announc 6m8nt s will bs mail ed t o t he member s . 

B. Neil Dic ~-cinson, Fr e s . - 11 35 Cr ane St ., Menlo P2.rk 
Emll y Smit h , Corr . SE-c. - 387 Gl on Una Dr . , Los Gatos 



N01Ti"~:11:\':· '.~ ::,'; r.::L ::~D 'rH~F RB7 Cn':':',. '.:11!.e r1-,7•:1:...: g vva::o cJ_8c:Y and. prc-:::15 E::inp; ag 
eLsv:sn r.1.err:oerr:; and :vil ne gues t s of cl1 0 3T r~ta C1n,:,a Vt:Llley At:i.du'xm ~t.)CJ et y 
l ef t P aJ.o Al to at e o I cl ock , v:i. ,cL An.n.o Nu c·vo }':.,:1.nt ns t:iel r ob .~ ecti ve e 

l'he fj_r '3t sto p , at t.he sont h eac·:~ e::1d J_.,, Crve 1~al Si;r:i.ngs Reservoir. -':;o 
se e t he ge ese - an d other wa~erf~~ l ~hi ch fi~ d re fu ~e t~ e r e , was &p~arent 
ly goin g t o be a di sappo :..nt ~11.c:'.1+.: :~·,1r -i_:;he lakes w0 ~·e blank eted by m-Jrn
in g fo g . But luc k:;.1-,y ths f ~,g bogg_i:, to t:i.:~n an ci soo n it was gone, and 
there on the lak e be l oN us wer e ~1ndre ds ~f h l ~~ g re s tin g on the water 
and along the sho re. Mr , HLi.J.: -'3 t 1:i l ·➔ ::: r.op e and ~,he sp otting sco pe, which 
Lester Brubake r had b :>u!.J.g:t:~, v·e,:--c Si_;':~ u:;_J bes:l .d.e the roa d, an d every one 
had excell en t vi ews o:' I1.i11._:, s r' ecle. -=i .1f duc1rn $ 'J8. :r't;,1 and pi ed-bill ed 
gr ebes, a corm or&nt .- 1:l0ron2 , si.:-:d ~lien ~1. f 0 v1 sho~ r-; h:_ r>ds. Bef or e long 
t wo floc k s of Carad e.. g<S:'~·=' on t~,a r._.;_:r•.g r,ave "t.ls the tl:ri ll vrn had wanted . 
In one flock t wo a: z 6 s of gee J 8 7er e sAen . i ~dicatlng the pr e s enc e of a 
subs pe c ies , p rob aLly th a 1 ~2ser G~~a1a go ns9. 
Becau se th is fir st stop r.c::1.~1u:rrwd :11:ir ·e tim e tha:.1 tho l eade r an ticipated, 
no mor e sto p s wer e ma~e u~t il ~he c oRst was r ~ache d. On th e bea ch at 
Pescad e ro Lagoon s a~io~lin gs were ~u~ni ng out ~e~in d r e tr eatin g wave s, 
sn Rtc h in g bits of f00 d from t ~o sn ~d a s they r nn , and then , turning just 
in ti me, sc ootin g b;.ir.~:V.: s.:h.e 2.n of ~;'·1e in eoming ws:,,es . On tr..is saI:1e beach 
we f ound the r emai ns of two oc eEini c birds ; a Pa c ific fulma r and a sooty 
sh en r wate r, whic h ha d r ec ently be en wash s d ashore and w9re still in good 
con dition . Th6 he ~du and f~ e t wa r e r emoved , so that t hey c oul d b a us ed 
lat e r to ch eck ou r f ie J.~ id entific a t io n against skins in t he San Jose 
State Coll ege co l: e~tio n p 
Pi ge on Polnt p ro 7ed snrr.E'-what of a d is a~•pc.iint :ment, al th ough we had a fin e 
vi ew of a f emal e whi·ce ··wil-i.ged s cot.er f eedi ng in th e surf just be lo w our 
look-out p oint . P:y the tJ.me we r e ached Anno Nuevo 1-'oi n t a nort h wind 
va s blo wj_ng stron g . As we wfll}:ed ol·1.t onto th e s c.nd. ciun e s , which offer 
a striking con tr ast to t he r u g£ed coast nort h t:i.nd so uth , we were sur 
p r ised to s ee a whit e - t a il ed ~ite V6rc hed on the top of a stunted wi llow. 
Afte r a bel a t ed lu nch on the l ee side of a b ig duno , we were r eady for 
mor e birdin g . The r-mbayment on t h e s outh sid e of the Po i nt , wher e the 
s ea was l E.;ss rou gh , cont £.in ed mnny culls , cormor nnts, pe l i c ans, scoters 
and gre bes . Seve r a l s ea l ions exh ibit ed unusual curiosity in our activ
ities and in vcs ti gEted us from clos e r ange , p e rh ap s ad din g u s to th eir 
lflif e l ist . 11 On th e way b ack t o our ca r s we fou nd good bir din g in a 
small orc ha r d by a farm house . he r e a full - p lum ase d r•ed - br eas t ed sap 
suc ke r was by ell odds th e mos t acc omodnt in g bir d of t he day. It per
mitt ed a ten minute ob ser vat i on by t he entir e gro up from a dista nc e of 
t en to fifteen feet , whi l e it went about its busin e ss of borin g holes. 

It was now half past t hree and ti me to disband. We ch eck ed th e birds 
we had s een , t ot allin g t he m at 59 , and agr eed it had bee n a very enjoy
abl e day . Foll owin g ar e the birds we che cked : eared g:r•ebe , West ern 
grebe , pi6d - bi ll ed gr ebe , bro wn peli can, doub l e -c r e st ed cormorant , 
Brandt's c ormorant , gr eat bl u e heron , Am6ric an egre t, Cana da goo s e , mal
lard, ba l dpate , pi ntail, gr ee n - win ge d t eal , shov el l e r, r i ng- ne ck ed duck , 
ca nv as -·ba ck , ccau p du ck , whi t e - winged scoter , sur f scotc r, rud dy du ck, 
&~eri ca n merr,anse r , turk ey vultu re , white -t ai l ed ki te, r ed-t ail ed ha wk, 
mar sh hawk , c oot , killd ee r, bla c~- bel li ed c lov er , bla ck t ur nstone , 
gr eat e r yell ow- le gs, dowi tch e r, s and e rlin g ~ Western gull, Cal . gu ll, 
rin g- bi ll (;d gull , Hee n nann' s gull, red - shaf t ed flic ke r, acorn wood pe cker , 
r ed -br e a s t ed sapsucker , downy woodpc::.ckor , bl ack phoebe , Cal . jay , plain 
~i tmous e , bush - tit, Bcwick's wr en, robin , he rmit thrush , ruby -cro wned 
k in gl e t, Ameri c an pipit , Audubon 's war bler , ye llo w-t h roat, iffostern me ad
owl a r k , house finch, pi n e s is ~ i n , P.merica n goldfincb, Ark . goldfinch , 
Ore . j un co, white -cro wned sparr ow, gold en-cro ·Nned sparrow . 

Jim Rigby 


