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THE NOVEMBER FIELD TRIP will be taken this comin g Sa.turday, Nov, 20, 
to Pigeon Point Li ghtho us e and Ano Nuevo I s l an d, und e r the leader
ship of Jim Rigby. The itinerary will inclu de Crystal Springs Lake
where there should be gee se a.nd many du ck s-and e la goon near Pes ca
dero. On Ano Nuevo Isl and th ere will be a 50 cents char ge per car, 
This full trip which promises int ere stin g birdin e;;, c alls for an early 
start. Mee t at the s . F . Depot in Palo Alto at 8 o'clock. Br i ng a 
picnic lunch and warm wraps . Ther e are sure to be empty seats in 
some one's car for those who want transportation. San Jos e members 
meet at the corn e r of E. San Carlos and Fifth Str ee ts at 7:1 5 a.m. 

THE SECOND AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR, entitl ed i'This Curious World in Nature 11 

will be presented Friday evening , November 2 6, at 8 o'clock in the 
Montgomery Theatre, Civic Audi torium, San Jose. William Fe rguson, of 
Omaha, Nebraska, will present this Scr ee n Tour , a full l ength color 
film which takes its audience into the Colorado Rocky :[l!,ountains. 
Accordin g to ad vanc e notic e s, Mr. Ferguson's filrn is particularly rich 
in animal lor e and cont a ins fine studies of de e r, marmots, be avers, 
porcupin e s, elk , and chipmunl{S, i'The fin al sequ enc e , in whi ch chip
munks demonstrat 6 r e,mark abl e powe rs, is on e you wi ll mu.ch enjoy and 
long r emember. ii (Li ke th e pr e tty ground squirrel and the egg in last 
month's Screen Tour?) A portion of th e film por tr ay s th e depr eda
tions of man which upset th e balanc e of natur e , and emphasizes the 
vital nee d for con servation , 
Brin g a fri end and help adv ertis e this series of Audubon Scr ee n Tours. 
Sin gl e pe rformanc e tick e ts will be sol d a t th e Montgomery Theatr e on 
the ni ght of th e pe rform anc e : ge n er al admission , 75c; stud ents, 60c. 

B. Neil Dickins on, Pres. - 1135 Cran e St ., Kenlo Park 
Emily Smith , Corr. Sec . - 387 Gl en Una Dr., Los Go.tcs 

OCTOBER 'FIELD TRIP REPORT. October 31, th e last day of th e duck hunt
ing s ea son, fifte en members of our Audubon Soci ety and t en gues ts 
journ eyed to th e Los Banos Bird and Game Reservation , to se e the ''two 
million" wild fowl which we had bee n assured would find r efuge there 
from th e hunt e rs. Arriving at nin e o'clock we wer o me t a t th e ga t e by 
:rf.r. Watt E-nb er ge r, who couns eled us to proceed with caution, so f'. S not 
to fri ght en o..ny of th e wild fo wl away from the Res e rvation and thus 
into th e wait i ng cordon of eage r duck hunters. Drivin g slowly, we 
follow ed Mr. Watt enb erg e r to a larg e pond where many ducks wer e loaf
ing. Here we bird ed unobtrusiv ely for two hours, waitin g for the 
shootin g b eyond the bound a ri e s of th e 3,000- acr e Reservation, to die 
down. It was o.. go od day for bird watchin g , sunny and mild, with a lmost 
no wind. Setting up ~r. Hill 's t e l es cop e we h ad fine vi ews of b ald
pat e , canv a s-back, pintail , mallard , ruddy duck , scaup duck, shove ller, 
o.nd gr een - win ge d t ea l. And ov0r our head s we wer e con s tantly s ee ing 
fli ghts of bea utiful snow gee s e , whit e -f ronted geese , and various 
ducks. We wer e thrill ed when we id entifi ed four dark birds flying 
rapidly ove rh ead as white -fac ed glossy ibis. We could easily see the 
lon g , down-curved bill, On th e pond, be sides th e duck s , were sev eral 
grebes , two cormorants, and of cour se many coots. We wore k ee ping a 
sharp look-out for a gallinul c among th e coot s at th e pond's edge . 



Finally Jim Rigby it suspicioned a that he heard one , and sure €nou gh, a 
short time later, a gallinule followed a coot acr oss a small area of 
open water. Both tre e and violet- gre 6n swallows were skimming over th e 
pond, and marsh wrens were sputtering in th o r ee ds. From thos e same 
reeds a bittern flew out, and lat e r Mrs. Ni els en saw six Wilson snipe 
rise and zi gzag off. 

It was now el even o'cl ock and t hs shooti ng had di ed down , and so Mr. Wat 
t enb er ge r l ed u s to th e ii cran e area n at th e northw es t end of the Rese r
vation. We c ould hear the rolling , trum pe tin g c all of th e cranes even 
before we were out of our c ar s . And ther e th ey wer e , s cores of th em! 
For th e n ext half hour we watch ed on e f li gh t aft e r another of th es e 
great birds as th ey came sailin g in , with n 0cks outstr etch ed and l eg s 
trailin g behind . Mos t of th em finally circl ed downward to a fi eld only 
a short dist anc e away , ea ch cr an6 udropping it s landin g gea r" while 
still two or thr ee hundr ed feet above th e ground. It was th e r e , while 
watchin g th e cran es , that we sa w thr ee golden eagles. One immatur e 
eagl e sho wed con siderable whit e und ern ea th to ward th e l eading edge of 
th e win gs , a marking I h ad nev er s ee n before and whi ch I r eadily admit 
had me fooled for a whi l e . 

We ate lunch behind a dik e , ov er which we could watch ducks on a · 5O-acrc 
pond. From our lo w position th e pond look ed lik e solid ducks , and we 
made es tim a t es up to quart er of a million , Even aft e r a cloud of ducks 
had r isen from th e pond - Mr . Wattenberg er had gone ov er to look at a 
band i ng tr ap - still we could see but little thinnin g out of th e ducks. 
La t e r, at another place , we heard what sounded lik e a great waterfall , 
but it was the splashin g of thous ands of ducks , b athin g and f ee ding in 
a r ee d- she lt ere d pond . On our way b ack to th 8 gnte , in mid- aft e rnoon, 
we made a l a st stop when we saw hundreds of i'ground eda cr anes , and not 
far from th em a huge flock of sn ow gee s e , whi t eni ng th e gro un d where 
th ey r es t ed . It was a thrilling , bea utiful si ght to see th e cranes, 
and th en the snowy whit e gee s e with bl Rck - tipp ed wing s, sudden ly go 
into th e ai r in vast numbers. Ye s, it wa.s ea sy to beli eve ;'tw o mil
lion" wi ld fowl wer e in th e Los Banos bird r efu ge J 

Our list for the Reservati on includ ed th e followin g 53 species: 

Ea r ed gr ebe 
West e rn gr ebe 
Pied-billed gr ebe 
Whit e pe lican 
Doubl e -cr es t ed cormor ant 
Grent blu e he ron 
Ameri c an egre t 
Snowy egr et 
American bitt e rn 
Whit e -f ac ed glos sy ibis 
Whit e -fro nt ed goose 
Snow goo se 
Niall ard 
Gadwn.11 
Baldpat o 
Pi nt ai l 
Green - winged t eal 
Shov ell e r 

Canv as -b ack 
See.up du ck 
Cooper hmvk 
Red -t ailed h awk 
Golden 0ag le 
Mar sh h awk 
Ring -n ecke d pheasa nt 
Sandhill cr ane (Littl e 

bro wn i s a subspecies) 
Florid a ga llinul e 
American coot 
Ki lld ee r 
BlGck -b elli od plov er 
Wilson sn±pe 
Greater yellow -l eg s 
LeP.st sc.ndp i pe r 
Dowitcher 
Horn ed owl 

Red - shafted flicker 
Bl aclc ph oebe 
Say pho ebe 
Horn ed lark 
Vi olet- gr ee n swallow 
Tr ee swallo w 
Long-bill ed me.rsh wre : 
Mock in gbird 
Amorico.n pipit 
Logge rh ead shrike 
Audubon warbl e r 
We st e rn mea dowl ark 
RGd - winged blackbird 
Tricolor ed bl ackbird 
Br ewer blackbird 
Savannah sparrow 
Whi t e -cr ovmed sp arrow 
Song spa rro w 

Alb e rt J. Wool 


