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Nove mber , 1948 

" 
THE REGULAR NOVm..:BER lV,.EETI NG will be held next Vv"ednesday evening , 
November 10 , at 8 o 'cl oc lc: in Hoom 210 , Scienc e Building , San Jo s e 
State Colle ge . Alb e rt Wool wi ll have charge of an informal pro gram , 
which will inc l ude r eports of seasonal bird ob s e rv a tion by memb ers 
of the Society and a ge n er al discussion on how to keep records of 
bird obs e rv a tions . Dr . William Graf , who vrnnt to Germany in 19 36 
to observ e th e work b e in g ca rried on at t he Bi r d Watc h in g Stations , 
will t e ll u s about t hese stations, es pecially th e 11Voge l virarte" which 
we h e ar about J.n l et t e rs from Ni k olaus von Bod.man. 

A MEETI NG OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS and Committee Chairmen will be 
hel d immediately b ef or e th e re gul a r mee tin g , at 7 o ' clock in the 
same room in th e Sci ence Buil di n g . This mee tin g will b e op en to any 
membe r of the Soci ety who has new bus i n e ss to pr e s en t or who is 
int e r es t ed in th e con du ct of th e Soc iety 's busin e ss . 

The Nov embe r Field Tri p will b e tak en Saturday , Nov ember 20; and the 
s e cond Audubo n Scr ee n Tours l ec tur e will be pr e s ented th e follo win g 
Friday eveni n g , Nov ember 26 . Furth e r announc ement of both th e fi eld 
trip and th e l e ctur e will be mailed th e middle of this month , and 
with it th e r epor t of th o wond erful fie ld tri p to Los Banos . 

B. Neil Dic!dn s on , Pr es . - 11 35 Cr am=; St ., Menlo Park 
Emil y Smith , Corr . Sec . - 387 Gl en Una Dr ., Los Gatos 

Two l e tt e r s h ave come from Nik ol aus von Bodman , th anking th e Soci e ty 
for the box of cl othing wo sen t his family ln May , and for the CARE 
packa ge in lat e Jul y . The:, l e tt ers , which fo ll ow, vrnre in German 
and hav e beGn tr ans l ated . 

Moggin gen , Jul y 25 , 1948 

To th e Santa Clara Vall ey Audubon Soeic t y l 

What a p l eas ur e it was, wh en I br ou ght your kind g ift box 
from t he Post! Such wond e rful and such ve ry us 0ful thin gs you had 
pack ed into it! I t was so fu ll of thin gs we n eed , that the childr en 
jump ed for j oy again and again, a s t hE; b e:;autiful thin gs vrnre brou ght 
out to vi ew. How nic e a ll th 6 various socks! Toda y th e bo y s ar e 
wearing th e irs with gr ea t prid e . My wif e was so ve r y pl ea s ed with 
th e be aut if ul coa t ; _and the pac k ag e~ of t e a de li ghted me , as I 0njoy 
dr ink in g t ea v e r y muc h and we can ge t non e at all h e r e . And so it 
was vvi th everything we t ook out, one after the oth er , from the box . 
Vvi th all our h ear t s we th ank you for this wonderful gi ft box , and 
we do not know at all how we can re p ay you . Eve ry sin gle th in g is 
so v ery us efu l and you hit upon just the ri ght thin gs . 

For the Camp Fire Girls (N'rs . Bruba ker ' s group of Camp Fire 
Girls enclosed a sma ll box in our box .-- E . S , ) , I am en clo sing a 
separate t ha nk - you . The y planned so well and ev ery thi ng in the box 
gave us pleasure . 



This sprin g we suff ered from severe drou ght, and now from too much 
water , for it is r aining con stan tl y . We hope the wea th e r will im
prov e soon, so that we can brin g in our crops successfully . The 
birds also have suffered from too much wetness, and many young birds 
are bein g found dead . Most of the swifts, whi ch nest in holes in 
our wall (The von Bodmans liv e in a wall ed castl e , parts of which 
date bac k to th e t welfth century .-- E . S .) h ave not been abl e to r ea r 
t heir broods. We lu:cve f ound many dead youn g birds, also adult birds. 

Onc e more very h ea rtily I th ank you , nl so in th e name of my 
wife and our boys , and we s end you all many gr ee tin gs. 

Yours ve r y trul y , 

Nikolaus v. Bodman 

Mogg in gen , October 10, 1948 

To th e Sant a Clar a Vall ey Audubon Soci et y ! 

In the name of my entire family I than k you most heartily 
for the wonde rful CARE pa ckage , whi ch we ag2.in have been privileged 
to rec e iv e . Aga in it wns unp ack ed with gr ea t pl eas ur e , and my wife 
and all of us are ve r y h appy over the cont ents, which we so ver y 
much ne ed . You c an not kn ow how ve ry h appy we a.r e ov er it. 

We a r e havin g wonderful autumn wea th e r, and just now at Boden 
Lak e Nature is gloriously bea utiful. The bird mi gr atio n h as again 
been v e r y inter e stinG , espe ci all y t he wat Grfo wl. The tochnician here 
at th e Vogelwarte tr app ed and band ed a gr ea t many pond and marsh 
song birds. Also s eve r al kin gfish e rs wer e tr app ed . Rec ently a t one 
of th e most favorabl e places on the Lak e we me,de a duck count, and 
upwards of 20 , 000 birds were count ed . If we could trap ducks t here 
for bandi ng , how int e r e stin g it woul d be t They wer e mostly astock
enten ;, O::y vory small G0rman - English di ct ions.ry is no help he re . -- E . S.) 
th en a gr eat many r ed-cr es t ed pochar ds and r edheads ; some gold en-
ey es , 11Krick ent en, r, 11Pf e if ent en , n and i!Spi e ss ent en. ;i 

With int e r es t I hav e bee n loo king at th e fin e books about 
ducks, which th e Vogelwar t e has r e ce iv ed and whi ch you probably know 
well~ ;'Food Habits of North Ameri can Divin g Birds , ii with spl endid 
illustr ations; 11F'ood of Game Ducks in th e Unit ed Stat e s and Cane.da , 11 

also a ve ry fin 0 boo1{. I/lik ed e speciall y th e pi ctur es in the ve ry 
beautiful book 11The Canvasb ack on a Prairi e Marsh , ;, by H. Albert 
Hochbaum . I very much r eg ret that I can not r ead th e s e books. 

I tru st that you have r ece iv ed my l a st lett e r and th e littl e 
bookl et about our r egi on . 

We ferv entl y hop o that th e rese a rch wor k he r e at th e Voge l
warte may continu e un dis turbed and we be spared anoth e r war . 
With us onl y on e wish preva il s , that fin all y a lastin g , bea utiful 
pea ce be granted us and all men l earn to und e rstand ea ch other . 

Onc e mor e ve ry hea rtily we t hank you and s end gr ee tin gs to 
you all. 

Yours v8r y truly , 

Ni ko l aus v. Bodman 


