
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

October, 1948 

THE REGULAR OCTOBER MEETING will be held this coming Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 27, in Palo Alto at the home of Mrs. E.I.Miller, 159 Melville Av., 
at 7:45 o'clock. Neil Dickinson, who will have just returned from a 
trip East, will give an account of his visit to Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 
in Pennsylvania. But preceding his talk there will be half an hour for 
reports of seasonal bird observations by members. (When did you see 
cedar waxwings for the first time this fall? How many were there?) 
Please bring observations in writing, giving date and place of observa
tion. San Jose members who want to go in caravan to Mrs, Miller's home 
meet promptly at corner of E. San Carlos and Fifth Streets at 7 o'clock. 

THE OCTOBER FIELD TRIP will be taken the following Sunday, October 31, 
to the Los Banos Bird and Grune Reservation, under the leadership of 
Al and Dorothy Wool, This trip is being taken in the duck hunting sea
son because greater numbers of waterfowl come into the Reservation 
during this time. The meeting place for the trip will be Tiny's Res
taurant in Los Banos, on Highway 152, at 8 o' clocl{ for breakfast. 
Bring lunch and warm wraps. San Jose members who can take additional 
passengers or who want transportation, phone the Wools, Mayfair 3104; 
Palo Alto members phone the B.N.Dickinsons, Davenport 2-3674, 

B. Neil Dickinson, Pres. - 1135 Crane St., Menlo Park 
Emily Smith, Corr. Sec. - 387 Glen Una Dr., Los Gatos 

JULY FIELD TRIP REPORT. On Sunday, July 25, some twenty members of the 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society assembled at the Los Gatos Railroad 
Depot at six o'clock in the morning. The objective of this trip was to 
observe the birds in their native habitats in and about the Mt. Hermon 
area. 
The party proceeded up the Los Gatos-Santa Cruz Highway, where a stop 
was made at the summit to observe the heavy blanl{et of fog which lay at 
a lower elevation, forming bays, inlets, and islands to suit the imagi
nation. Birds observed at this point were the spotted towhee, junco, 
chickadee, wren-tit, and purple martin. The second stop was made soon 
after turning onto the Glenwood Road. Purple martins sailed overhead 
or rested on the snags of a tall, dead tree, which could have been their 
home, and which had certainly been the home and storehouse of the Cali
fornia woodpecker. A pair of Western wood pewees were giving alarm notes 
to their young, very recently out of the nest, while near-by a pair of 
brown towhees preened nonchalantly. A third stop was made in a canyon 
near Glenwood, where we listened to the thrilling song of the hermit 
thrush. A kingfisher flew overhead uttering its rattling call, as ash
throated, olive-sided, nnd Western flycatchers, and Hutton, warbling, 
and solitary vireos added their bit to the enchanting chorus. An All ~n 
hummer buzzed in to ndd dash and color. 

In Scott Valley we had an added thrill in the discovery of nesting clif ~ 
swallows, whose juglike homes were plastered to the eaves of the hous e , 
barn, and milk shed of a dairy farm. Many had young in them. Swallows 
were on the wires and in the air, and upon close observation, we found 
that •violet-green and barn swallows were present among the cliff swal
lows. Two other observations of interest gave this stop top billing: 
a Western bluebird fed young still in their nest, and a Cooper hawk 
flew in and then out of a near-by tree. 



Finall y we reach ed our obj ec ti vc .• t he sirvarnpy ''l>1ke i ! in Mc,i n,c lie r 01. 

We were delight ed to find th e ru &set~ backed thrush in full and beau ·c5_i r:,_ 
song; but the absence of th e son g of the pil e olat ed warbl e r and th e im
pe rfect song of the warbling vireo, remind ed us th nt the summer's ne st
ing was drawing to a close. Mrs. Boylan joined our group her e and l ed 
us down the Bean Cr ee k Trail. After a bri ef lunch beside th e tr a il, we 
proce eded to Bean Cr eek , whos e music al waters flo w through trou ghs of 
finest sl a te. Alon g th e sh aded b ank s we heard hi gh, thin notes which 
sound ed like th e c alls of young cr eepe rs ; but it was a famil y of winter 
wrens we finally spotted, little brown, mouselike birds, slipping in 
and out among the moss and debris of th e str eam ban k . We had marv elous 
obs e rv ation of thes e birds: a par ent busily fe edin g six hungr y youngsters 
whos e mouths still h ad th e yello w of th e ir infancy, and all the time sh e 
(or was it he ?) was tr ying to get the six of th em out of our sight. It 
was a proper finis to ~ successful birdin g trip, and wa s truly a thrill
ing si ght! 
The tot al number of species identified was forty-six: Cooper hawk, Cal. 
quail, killd ee r, mourning dov e , Anna hummingbird, Allen hummingbird, 
belt ed kin gfisher, r ed-shaft ed flick e r, Cal.woodpecker, downy woodpecker, 
ash-thro a t ed fl yca tch e r , blac k pho ebe , w. flycatcher , wood pewee, olive
sided flycatch e r, viol e t- gr een swallow, b~rn swallow, cliff swa llow, 
purple martin, Steller ja y , Cal.j ay , ch e stnut-b acked chickadee, pigmy nut 
hatch, brown cr eeper , wr en-tit, winter wr en, Bewick wren, ro b in, hermit 
thrush, ru ;3;.:;ot-back ed thrush, w. blu ebird, Hutton vireo, solitary vireo, 
warbling vireo, pil e ol at ed warbl er , red- winged blackbird, Brewer black
bird, W. t anage r, bl ack-h ea ded grosbeak, purple finch, hous e finch, green 
backed goldfinch, spotted towh ee , bro wn to whee , Ore . junco, song sparrow. 

Beatrice Wise Nielsen 

SEPTEMBER 12 FIELD TRIP REFORT. At th e conclusion of n succ e ssful bird
ing trip to th e Dumba rton Bridge nre a , th e l ea der and t wo oth e r members 
went into a huddle. The r e sult w~s my invitation to serv e as historian 
for this trip. Could it be that the Santa Clara Vall ey Audubon Society 
ha s st a rted initinting its neophyt e s? 

Those of us who motored from San Jos e were confronted with a soupy 
ground fog, and birding prospects did not look too promising . However 
by the time we r en ch ed th e brid ge ar ea th e a tmosph e r e wns cle a r. Accord 
in g to thos e , among th e t en p r e s ent, who h ad madG th e pi l grim age he re 
befor e , we wer e favor ed with unusu all y calm, pl ea s an t wea th er. 

Mr. Rigb y , as l ea de r, s t a rt ed th e group on its t our a t th e east end of 
th e Dumbarton Bridg e ro ad in th e vicin i t y of Newark slou gh. His sharp 
ey e s de t e ct ed ye llo w-thro ats wor k ing among marsh grass es ne a r the water 's 
edge . Just bey ond , a black pho ebe da rt ed h or e and th e r e in que st of its 
mornin g me al . Seve r al song sp arro ws made th e ir p r e s ence known as th ey 
hcstily r e t re c t ed in the path of our adv anc e . On high ground abov e th e 
slou gh , where we coul d vi ew a wid e expanse , Mr. Hill's telescope was 
s et up , and we ea sily id entifi e~ th e flock of white birds r e sting on r 
distant sp it of l and a s whit e pe lic ans, and th e da rk birds among them 
as cormora n ts . Alon g th e muddy bord ers of th e slou ghs wer e se v e ral · 
kinds of sh or e birds, an eg r e t, and t wo gr ea t blu e h erons; and crossi ng 
and r ecros sing our a r e a of vi sio n W6r e fli ght s of duc k s, Forst er t e rn ~ 
fishin g on t he wing , nnd occasion al gulls. Befo r e we l eft our hillsi d~ 
v ant age point an oth e r flocl c of whit e pe lic ans l Rnd ed farther out on the 
spit; an d, su r pr is i ngl y , a wh it e - br ea sted nuth at ch called from a clump 
of eu cal yptus behind us. As we r e turn ~d to th e ro ad, your histori an 
saw a y6 llo w-thro at in e rr atic flight and he ard it fli ght son g . 



The pr omise of se e in g phala rope s drew us westward to the KGO tra ns~ t t t b 
station. This area ab ounded with bird life. Scores of barn swallo· ,1,3 
soared and sa iled about us, or lined up on the wires . The water in the 
Leslie Salt Company ev ap oration pools seemed alive with both birds and 
salt marsh flies , the latter apparently one of the reasons for the pre s
ence of the former. Hundreds of Northern phalaropes v ere bobbing on the 
smooth water, dabbing right nnd left, in their customary nervous fashion, 
at the millions of flies on th e surf ace. Diligent scannin g of the pha l a
ropes failed to produce either red phalarop e or Wilson phalarope . Here 
in this area we had an opportunity to see rrpeeps '1 in floc k fli ght, all 
the birds t wistin g , turnin g ns on e bird, now fl a shin g brilli ant white , 
now all dark. 
From th e r ad io station our cours e took us along the road toward the Dum
barton Brid ge its elf, Mr. Rig by le adi ng with his spottin g scope . It was 
not lon g befor e he was pointin g out a wanderin g tattler, a new bird for 
most of us! It was restin g on a rock clos e to the road, far from the 
rocky ocean shores it prefers . Aft e r we a.11 had observed its yellow legs 
and plain gray back - no barrin g on th e und e r ~parts indic at ed fall and 
winter pluma ge -- it obli gin gly fl ew by us, showing the proper lack of 
pattern in fli ght . Soon af ter this, quit e appropriately , we saw twenty 
or more blac k turnston e s cro wded on a rock y led ge proj e ctin g above the 
quiet wat e r of an evaporation pool . As more turnstones came flyin g to 
the led ge we coul d see their distinctive win g patt e rn. Near the bridge, 
where we had paused to observ e a group of avocets, we were surprised to 
se e on e avoc Gt still wea rin g the c innam on b ro, ,,il . of its br ee ding plumage. 

Just befor e r eaching th & bridge, where th e tide was high, Mr. Rigby 
turned off th e ro ad and l ed us out on a dike running south, promising 
shore birds which we had not yet seen. Within a short time his promise 
was fulfilled. First there w&r c semipalrnated plovers in a group of 
~ 1ustern sand p ipers; th en a goodly numbe r of godwits in a lar ge flock of 
willets, lo afing in e3:ese clos e company on the dj_ke, some distance in 
front of us. No doubt th ey wer e waiting for th e tid e to run out under 
the brid ge o.nd uncov er th e mud f lats. Settin g up th e t e l e scop &3, we 
scanned this mass of bird lif e for ne w birds for our list, finally spot
ting s everal curl ews . ½be n we moved clos e r for better obs e rvation, 
th e re was a sudd en mass ex odus, as the birds too k to the air to seek 
less populous ar ea s. It was aft e r one o'cloc k when we r e turned to the 
road and started our tr sk back to th e cars. Alon g th e way a final suc
c ess came to us wh en we s aw a ruddy turn s ton e at clos e ran ge . One of 
the littl e fellow's orange l eg s had bee n injur ed and that fact probably 
account ed for our b0in g abl e to app ro nch it so closely. 

A summary of th e spe ci e s obs e rv ed is as follo ws: eared gre be, 6; pied
bill ed gr ebe , 3 ; whit e pe lic an, 100+; double -cr es t ed cormor ant, 30+; 
gr ea t blu e h e ron, 3; Am. eg r et, 2; Am. pint a il , 200+; shov ell er , 200+; 
semipalmat ed plov e r, 6; killd ee r, 8; black -b elli ed plover, 25; ruddy 
turnston e , l; bl ack turnston e , 33; lon g-bill ed curl ew, 6; Hudso ni an cur
lew, l; wand erin g tattl e r, l; will e t, 350+; gr ea t e r ye llo w-le gs, 2; 
le a st san dpipe r, 150+; dowitch e r, 12; West ern s andp i pe r, 30+; ma rbl ed 
godwit , 12 0+; avocet, 48; North e rn phalarope , 1,000"±.; glnu cou s - wing ec;l 
gul+ , l; rin g-bill ed gull, 12; Forst e r t e rn , 130; Cas p i an t e rn, l; 
bl o.cl{ pho ebe , 1; barn swallo w, 26; whi te-br c asted nuth atc h , 1; yello w
thro at, 14 ; English sp arr ow, 6; Wes t er n me adowlark, l; Br ewer bl ack
bird, 80+; s avannah sparro w, 20+; son g sp a rr ow, 18 . 

Wilb ur F, Luick 



Oct . 7 
Oct . 27 
Oct . 31 

Nov . 10 
Nov . 20 

Nov . 26 

Dec . 1 3 

CALENDAR, 1948 - 19 49 

Scr eGn Tour , E arl Mas lo wsk i , 11 Sa gu a rol and ti 

Informal mee tin g , Pa lo Alto , Mr . Ne il Dic l{inson 
Fi e l d tri p to Lo 5 Bano s Bird and Gnm8 Res e rvation , 

Al and Dorothy Woo l 

Inform a l m6e tin g , Sa n Jo ,s e , Dr . Wi lli am Gr af 
( Sa turd ay ) F i 0 l d t rip t o Cr ys t 81 Spr in g s Lak e , 'Pi ge on Point , 

and .Ann o Hu c,v o Point , Ji m Ri gby 
Sc r e e n 'l'onr, William F e r gu s on , 11Thi .s Curious Worl d in Natu r e 11 

Inf or ma l me e t i n g , Fa lo Alto , f;':'r . l\.lb e r t Wool 

Annu a l Chri s t ma s Bird Count 

Jan. 1 7 Scr een Tou,r, Carl Bu chhei s t er , ;;•'i1!ild LJ.f e Down Eas t 11 

J a n . 24 ir eet in g of th e Board of Dir e ctors and Committ ee Ch a irmen 
J an . 29 ( Satu rd a y) Field tri p to Monte r ey , Jim Ri gby 

Fe b . 1 4 Re gular mee tin g , San Jose , IVJr . Dona l d J\.'icL ea n? 
F eb . 19 ( Sat urd ay ) F i e l d tri p in th e Falo 1 .. lto re g ion 

Mar . 4 
Ma r . 14 
l\iar . 20 

Apr . 7 
Apr . 10 
Apr . 18 
Apr . 23 

May 8 

May 9 
May 1 5 

May 22 

June 1 3 
June 19 

July 9 
July 30 

Scre en Tour , Al l en Cr uick sh an k , i
1Trails for the _::illions 11 

Informal meetin g , F n lo Alto 
F ie l d tri p to Blossom Hi ll , ne ar Los Ga tos, 

Clyde an d Agnes rrusma n 

3cr ee n Tour , Rev . Ge or g e Link , 11Alluring Ala s lr.a 11 

F i e l d trip to Si lv er Creek Hil ls , for b o th birds and flowers 
I nf or mal mee t in g , Sa n J·o s e 

and 24 Ov e rni e=;ht f ie l d tri p to Pinn s.c les National Monum ent, 
~ ei l and Oleta Di cki n s on 

F i e ld trip to Alum Ro cle Park , for enr ly mor n i ng bird cho rus, 
Cha rl es an d F anny Zwaa l 

Reg ul a r m8e tin g , Pal o Alto, I1·ir . Oliv e r C. App le ga t e , Jr . 
F'i e l d tri p to Wool Ran ch , for un u su a l n e st i n c; b ird s , 

Al an d Dorot h y Wool . 
Joi n t f i e l d tr i p with Audubon Asso c i a tion of th ~ Pa c if ~c, ~ ~ 

~. Ge or ge o.ncl Be &tric e J'Ji e lscn ~ ~ lr\.V~ p,,{~ 

Annu a l pi cnic me e tin g in Alu m Roc k F'e.r k 
Fi e l d tr i p to e g r e t h f, :t.,on y n ea r IY'.on t 2gu e Ro ad , and t o Alv iso , 

Ann Pe t e rs o:n E.nd Gr a c e Brub ak e r 

( Sa t urday ) 
? 

Fi e l d t ri p to co as t n ea r Dav en p ort , Emil y Smith 

Au g . 27 (S aturd a y) Fie l d tri p t o t h e Dumba rton Brid g e area, 
Jim Ri gby 

Sep t . 1 2 
Sept . l G 

Re gul a r meetin g , Sa n Jos e 
F i e l d tr ip to Bny Fa r m Isl a n d , for shor e birds 

Bea tric e W. Nie ls en , J ame s P , 
F i e l~ Trip Commit t ee 

0~ ~ ~ ~~ 
P~ e,n,,~ 

Ri gby 


