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SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

June, 1948 

REGULAR JUNE MEETING will be held next Wednesday 
evening, June 23, in Palo Alto at the South Palo Alto 
Branch Library, 700 Wellesley Street , at 7:45 o'clock. 
(San Jose members driving north on Highway 101, 
turn left at California Street and drive three blocks 
to Wellesley Street.) 
Our speaker will be Mr. Leo Shapovalov, District 
Fisheries Biologist, of the Division of Fish and Game. 
He will show a sound film in color, entitled 11More 
Trout for the Cr ee l, 11 which depicts the work of the 
Division's Bureau of Fish Conservation in conserving 
and propagating trout in our coastal streams. 

JUNE FIELD TRIP will be taken the foll~w~~g Sa~µpqay, 
June 26. Mr. James P. Rigby, who is to be our · leader, 
has agreed to take this trip on Saturday instead of 
Sunday, on th~ ~ug~~~tiqn of several members. (Would 
you like every other trip to be a Saturd~y tr~p, 
inst ea d of every trip on Sunday?) Mr. Rigby is plan
ning to take us to several places along the coast, 
just north of Half Moon Bay. 11There will be a good 
probability of seeing poth pigeon guillemots and 
California murr e s; •••• a 
The meeting place for the trip wi ll be the s. P, Depot 
in Palo Alto, and the time, 8 o 'clock in the morning. 
Bring lunch. San Jose members who want t o go in caravan 
to Palo Alto, meet at the corner of E. San Carlos and 
Fifth Streets at 7:15 a .m • 

B. Neil Dickinson, Pres. - 1135 Crane St., Menlo Park 
Emily Smith, Corr. Sec . - Route 1, Box 387, Los Gatos 



- JUNE 26 FIELD TRI P . Birding al ong the coast fr om Half Moon Bay t o 
~ussel Rock proved v ery interestin g t o the seventeen membe rs of the 
Society who participated. Mr. Hi ll's telescope agai n proved invaluable, 
providing excellent views of sea birds ordi nar ily not wel l seen. 

A tenacious high fo g clung to the coast until midday, and all day there 
was a stiff ocean breez e . Around Half Moon Bay stops were made at 
Dunes Beach, El Granada, and Prin cet nn, whi ch yielded white-wing ed and 
surf scoters, a flock of Western grebes , and a lin e of br own pelicans, 
well offshore, flying north. Four Caspian terns in a gathering of 
Western, rin g-bill ed , and Heermann gulls precipitated a spirited dis
cu ssion as t o the col ora ti on of the bill of this spe cies. Three of 
the birds had a dusky tip t o th e ir red bill . On th e basis of descrip
tions in Hoffmann I s 11Birds of the Pacific States ;i we decided the three 
were sec ond-y ea r birds, r e tainin g th e du sky col orati on of the bill (an 
immature ch aracter) , while th e fourth bird with th e all red bill was 
fully matur ed. Just beyond ]_;:onta r a a stop was ma.de at a small marshy 
plot in hopes of s ee in g a yellow -t hroat . Sev e r al wer e hea rd and seen 
in fli ght, but all wer e s o s ecr etiv e that n o one obt ai ned a goo d view. 

Nearing Devil's Slid e we stopped at a point overlooking th e oce an from 
an elev a ti on of pe rhaps 200 f ee t. Here we f ound our first pi geo n guil
l emot and a s e con d-year Pacif ic l oon. At Devil's Slid e we wer e gre e t ed 
by a frunily of duck hc.wks, which are apparently living in the vici nity . 
At least thr ee and perhaps four birds were seen. One startling maneu
ve r, witn essed by sev eral obs e rv 0rs, wns execut ed by two of the birds 
who l ock ed t al ons in mid-air and f e ll earthward down the sheer face of 
th e Slide f or mor e th nn a hundr ed f ee t. On the Slide only one cormo
rant , nest was found in c ontr as t t o many se en h 0r e last year at this 
time. Both Baird and Br andt cormorants were in fli ght and on the water 
in th e vicinit y of th e Slide , nnd it seems rons on abl e t o suppose more 
nests were located on the unobservable part of th e Slid e . 

After lunch we mov ed t o the north sid e of Devil's Slide from where we 
could see an isl e t of guano -c over ed r ock , inh abi t ed by a larg e c olony 
of Californin murr e s. Perh aps s ome of th ese birds a re ne sting here, 
as th ey did in th e ea rly 1900 1 s, but we c ould se e no definit e signs 
of nestin g . Two guill emots wer e s oon h er e , one flyin g with s omething 
in its bill, th e oth er f ee din g cl os e t o th e r ock . Tho fin al st op was 
mad0 at Muss e l Rock, whe r e th e San Andrea p f ault runs out to sea, but 

!~~e~o~~ ~~~v~fs~~ssF~~!e~~:!!rgR~~;nt~~~;~~~;t~~tu~~~dn~i~~~~~ :~~; 
to Palo Alt o by way of Sprin g Valley. 

Birds list ed on the trip: Pacific l oon, l; W, grebe, 10; pied-billed 
grebe , l; brown pelican, 18; Br andt cormorant, 60; Baird cormorant, 8; 
mallard, 2; white-win ged sc oter, 12 ; surf scoter, 3; turkey vulture,l; 
red-tailed hawk , 3; duck hawk, 3; Am. coo t, 2 ; killdeer, 3 ; willet, 3; 
Beermann gull , 14; rin g-billed gull, 3; W, gull ,50; Caspi an tern, 7; 
Cal. murre, 300; pi geo n guillem ot, 3; mournin g dove , l; Anna humming
bird, 2; acorn woodp ecker , l; r ou gh-win ge d swallow,l; barn swallow,20; 
cliff swallow , 30; wr en-tit, l; Bewick wren , l; l ogge rh e ad shrike, 1; 
yellow-throat, 3; Eng . sparrow, 2; w. meadowlark, l; red- winged black
bird, 6; Brewer blackbird, 50; black-headed grosbeak , l; house finch,30; 
pine siskin, l; Am. c;oldfinch, 4; Ark. goldfinch, 2; brown towhee, 6; 
white-crowned sparro w, 3; song sparr ow, 3. 

Jim Rigby 


