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REGULAR r_fa:£ MEETING wiii. be held next Monday evening, May 10, - f~4s 
in Alum Rock Park~ An ~our of birdin g and a picnic supper will ~ ·~ t~ 
precede the meetin g fob thbse who can come early. Bring your ~ 1 ~ 
basket lunch and meet at the Lodge at 4: 30 o'clock. Supper will ~ 
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be at 6 o'clock at picnic t ables near the Lodge. There will be a~ r--- ◄ 
big pot of hot coffee, but bring cup and spoon. There are grill s lj ~~ 
for those who want to c ooli::. , ·';t j . 
At the evening meeting, at 8 o 'cl ock in the Lodge, Dr. William Graf, ~ ~ - l 
of San J ose State College, will show photographs of birds, which j i 
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he t ook in the field to help students le arn to identify birds by . 
their field characteristics. ~? 
Following the r egul ar meetin g there wi ll be a short annual business ~/,. 4. 
meetin g to elect offi cers of the Society f or the c oming year . / , ~ 
If you want transp ortation to the Park , phon e Mrs. Lester Brubaker, --~ 
San Jose, or Miss Emil y Smith, Los Gatos. "-"·~ 

MAY FIELD TRIP will be taken this coming Sunday, May 9, to the 
San Felipe Valley, about 15 miles southe ast of San Jose. 

1~ 
Mr. Tourtillott h a s again invited the members of the Society to ? , 

come e arly and cook their breakfast on the barbecue gr_ID-i-l'rh1s 01< · JV 
garden on Metcalf Road. Mrs . Brubaker will make-c-orfee , but bring ~ + 
cup and sp oon. Meet at the corner of E. San Carlos and 5th Streets,p,..t ~ 
San Jose, at 6:30 a . m. Bring lunch as well a s br eak f ast, if you n~ Ao. 
want to bird in th e afternoon . ~~, · 
Member s who wish t o j oi n the gr oup after breakfast (9 a .m.), drive 
south from San Jose on th e King Rd. to Evergreen, and then south on 
San Felipe Rd. to Metc alf Rd., about 8 miles be t'"'m ci. Evergreen. 
Follow the Metc alf Rd. a short dist ance and watch for a sign on the 
left side, with Mr. Tourtillott's name on it. 

Ralph A, Smith, Pres. 
Emily Smith , Corr. Sec. - Route 1, Box 387 , Los Gatos 

TWO LETTERS fr om Baron Nikolaus v on Bodman, to whom we have sent 
CARE packages . The first letter, dated June 2, 1947, was trans
lated for us by Mr. Curt Die tz. i

1f ermit me to express heartfelt 
thanks of mys0l f and my entire famil y , for your kindness and gener 
osity in sendin g us the so very welcome CARE pack age . It made us 
awfully glad , and we are very grateful for everything in the pack
ag e. All of you should have seen with what enthusiasm my children 
of 10, 8 , and 5 years, opened the pack age ; when the ch ocol at e was 
discover ed , there -was a shout of j oy . It is trul y touching, how 
you h ave thou gh t of us , and I can not thank you enough for it. 
How be autiful is this human willingness to help! If it were found 
everywhere how peaceful this world would be! •••• 11 

Dr. Willi ['Jfl Graf h e lp ed us translate the second lett e r, which came 
early in March, in reply t o a letter from us. 11We were truly glad 
when your kind l e tter a rrived yesterd ay . We th ank you he a rtily for 
it. Very great was my pleasure when I s aw the little picture of -
the Bufflehe ad due~. (I . had stuck a Wildlif e Cons e rv ation stamp on 
the letter.) I hav e always been especially interested in ducks. 
(His home is near a l a rge l ake, Boden See, b etween Germany and Swit
zerl and.) Bufflehe ads do not occur here, but their near rel ative, 
the Golden -e ye , does . It is found here on the Boden See often dur
in g the wint e r. The c ommonest duck wi th us is the Mallard , th en 



t he Green - win ged Te ~l and the Blue-win ged Teal. All three of t he se 
ducks breed here . In the winter , by the th ous ands , we h ave Gndwall, 
EuropE::an Widgeon , Shoveller , Pint a i:j. , Redhead , Old Squa w. • ••• 
Yesterd ay I s nw a Sea - e agle , which ts very seld om seen here . The 
bird lif e on the Boden See is very interestin g &nd v0 ry many - sided . 
Theref ore the well - known Voge lw arte Rossitten is now l oc ated near 
the Boden See , si nce it l os t its f ormer h ome. The Voge l warte is 
now c al l ed Vogel warte Rado lf zell ( Name of t ovm ne ar which the von 
Bodmr-,.ns live.) o.nd is housed in my h ome, (His home is a c as tle , p art 
of whic h da t es back to th e 11th c en tur y . ) and here it c arries on its 
work of bird bandi ng , r esea rc h , e tc . I am very h appy about it . 
The director of th e Voge l v,rar t e , Dr . Schulz , is not always here , 
since h e liv es in Ludwi gsb ur g , but his a ssist ant in zoology and 
ornith ol ogy , Dr . Kulk, i s st ati oned her e with his c o- workers . 
Last year we we re able t o ge t b ands nga in , nnd alre ndy 20 0 0 birds 
h ave be en b anded . Cor r esponden ce wi t h vrnrke rs in oth er countries 
h a s be en resumed , r.nd we r ece ive activ e support fr om your country . 
Should you h ave particul ar int ere s ts , pl ea se sh are them with us . 
It is fine th at you t ake monthly field trips . 
Now I must t e ll you t he good news th at we have just received your 
s ec ond CARE p nckage . To the gr ea t j oy of th e childr en , and equally 
of th e ir par en ts , it was unp ncked , Wh at wonderful thin gs were 
insi de ! Eve r yt hing s o much needed ! We th ank the member s of your 
Soci e ty with all our h ea rts for th e s o k ind , s o wel c ome g ift . 
In your l e tt e r you h av e the grea t kindn e ss t o e.sk what we most need . 
We h ate t o ask f or anythin g , but it is truly bad here . You cnn 
h ave no id ea wh o.t n.11 is l acking in f ood and cl othin g and everyday 
articl e s . The CARE pncknge s , which you h c.ve s en t us, hnve been a 
v e r y gren t bene fit t o us, and we c an not th ank you eno u gh for them . 
With 50 g r . of f r t , which we r ec ei ve per month when thin gs go well , 
you c an i magin e ho w far we ge t . So it i s with meat , e tc . How won
derful when s ometi mes one gets good c offe e , o..nd I miss t ~n a r cu d
fully , f or I am a grea t t en drin ker . You c an not imagine t he gr ea t 
ple 2-sure of 1)Ur b o~rs, who e r e 11 , 8 , and 6 , wh en choc ol a te comes out 
of th e wond e r f ul CARE puck age G 
I am vent urin g t o li s t some of ou r needs for you t o s e l ect from . 
Stockings ar e particul arl y wan ted , and I nm en cl osing fo ot sizes . 
Gar t e rs, sho e s trin gs for childr en's and ndul ts' shoes , su spende rs , 
sp onges for th e chi ldr en's b ath , c an op ene r , c an dles , ord in a ry 
l e t tE:r p ape r c.nd envelope s . Thes e nre th e thing s which occur t o 
me ri ght now, But I beg you n ot to go t o any tr ouble, for I do 
not wnnt t o ap pe a r trou ble some ly ur ge nt . 
I sho..11 be v ery gl [Ld i f v1e c an ex change our orni th ol og ic eil int eres ts , 
and th ank you onc e mor e for your kindne ss in s endin g us th e CARE 
packag e s . Fo r your Soci e ty I -wish eve r ythin g good and muc h su cc e ss . 
Hea rti es t gre e ti ngs fro ri my entir e f amily and myself t o th e r.iemb ers 
of your Soci e t y , an d e sp eci all y t o J!f.r . Pr esid ent , Dr . R. Smith . 11 

The Cammi tt ee for Reli ef t o Enr operm Ornithol og ist s i s pl anning 
t o s end a box t o th e v on Bodmo..ns by th e middl e of N:ay , We think 
th at mos t of the t hings li s t ed in the l e tt er sh oul d b e n ew, and so 
we sha ll bu y th em inst ead of ask in g f or used articl es . Five mem
b e rs hav e ulr eo..dy contribut ed 50 cents npie ce . I f oth er membe rs 
want t o ndd t o t his , pl en.s e see Mrs . Chnrl e s Zwao.l on th e fi e ld trip 
or at th e mee tin g next Mond ay . H,:w e you D. c nn opene r, or c andles , 
or a smnll pl ay thin g f or th e boy s? Or 11 pair of women's sh oes , size 
8½ or 9 and sturd y ? We h ave been t ol d th ey nee d sh oe s, nnd men's 
and boya 1 sh oe s h ave a lr endy been don at ed . 

Emil y Smith, ch Qirm an 



APRIL 17 FIELD TRIP REPORT. The day was overcast and dampish, and the 
birds on th e Hastings Natural History Reservation were elusive for the 
most part. ~ut the drive up the beautiful Carmel Valley, car peted in 
many places with spring wild flowers, and our introduction to the fine 
work being c arried on at the Reservation justified the long trip. 

Bird behaviour sometimes contradi cts the amateur 's fe eling of what is 
fitting and proper . Why should big, gaudy bird s such as th e magpies 
squawk and fly about in open t err a in, while n r are mite lik e the her
mit warbler slips unobtrusiv e ly among bro nd le av e s far back in gloomy 
woods? Jim Rigby tri ed patientl y t o sh ow me both hermit and orange
cr owned warblers , but all I c oul d see wer e tips of gr ay ish t2.ils. 
If th ey h nd b ee n mag pies I could h av e s een th em! 

Dr. nnd Mrs . Linsd al e wer e v ery kind and hospit abl e . Dr . Linsda l e 
told us s omethin g of th e ob j ectiv es of th e Rese rv ati on, h ow th e area 
is be in g preser ved so that ;'na t i ve pla nts and animals may liv e undis
turbed by human us e of th e land, 11 and h ow c ontinu ous studies ar G 
bein g made of the v e rt ebr at e animals in th e Re s e rvati on, e spe cially 
th ei r r e lationships t o th e i r' surr oundings . His acc ount of the chan g
e s which have occurr ed wi th th e discontinuan ce of grazin g and cultiva
tion was ve ry int e r es tin g: f or instance , th e disappearanc e of ground 
squirr els with th e r eturn of gra sses t o th e mead ows, and at th e same 
tim e th e incr eas e of meado w mice . In th e museum vrn sa v:T prese rv ed and 
named pl ants , small mammal s , insects , e tc., which s e rve as r ef erenc es 
for id entifyin g th e f ood of animals being studied on th e Re s e rvation 
(even l eaf hair s in droppin gs are clu es t o th e sp eci e s of p lant which 

, was eaten t), and also for id(;ntifying th e parasites whi ch pla gu e . t h o s :; 
same anima ls. Very in ge ni ous was th e method of filing pr e serv ed in
se~ts, lich ens, and oth e r small sp ecim en s , in tr anspa rent sealed en 
velop e s. We wer e much impressed with th e immens e amount of field ob
servati ons which is be in g c arri ed on all th e tim e , and th e en dless 
recordin g and analy zin g of th es6 observations . One --;,-,...,rk cr , ,c;~ oc i:J.1-
izing in deer , h as l ea rn ed t o r e co gniz e b-y si ght 75 individual dee r 
in th e dr aw pa ssin g th o Lin sdo.l e s ' h ous e - u r ange on which perhaps 
6 hea d would be ove r abund an t. Despit e this cr owding , evid enc ed by 
the br owse lin e on every thic k et, stat e hunt e rs mov ed into th e adja
cent ar ea la s t yea r to kill mountai n li on, b obc at, and coyo t e . 
Dr. Lins dnl e suggested th at l e tt e r s of prot es t t o appropriate offi 
ci als mi ght be efficaci ous in termin Rting such p r 2ctic e s. 

Our li st of bird s for th e Rese rv Qtio n i s enumer at ed a s f oll ows: sharp
shinn ed hawk, red-t a il ed hawk, Cal, qu a il , Anna hummingbird, All en 
hummingbird, r ed- shuft ed f lick er, acorn woodpe cke r, hairy woodpecker, 
Nuttall woodpe ck er , bl ack pho ebc, Vil. flycatcher , St e ll e r j ay , . Cal. j ay, 
yellow-bill ed magpie (n es ts with eggs ), cr ow (p ai r ne sting), plain 
titmous e , bush-tit, whit e-br ea sted nuth Rtch, wr en -t it , hou se wr en, 
Bewick wr en ., Cal.thr as he r, h ermit thru sh, W.blu ebird, blu e - gr a.y gnat
c ntch er, rub y-cr owned kingl et, Hutton vir eo , warblin g vir eo , orange
crown ed warbler, he rmit warbler, W,mea dowl nrk, Bullock oriole., black
headed grosbeak , purpl e finch, hous e finch, pin e siskin , Ark. gold
finch, Lawr enc e go ldfinch, spotted towh ee ., br own t owh ee , Oro . junc o , 
white-crown ed sp arr ow, go l den -cr owned sparrow , s ong sparrow . 

Neil Dickinson 

MAY 9 FIELD TRIP to Mr. Tourtill ott's home nnd th e Se.n Felipe Vall ey 
was v e ry de lightful, but no r eport ha s come in, 


