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THE SECOND APRIL FIELD TRIP. In reply to our letter, asking 
if we might come to the Hastings Nat ural History Reservation 
in Carmel Valley for a field trip, Dr. Linsdale wrote that 
Saturday, April 17, would be a good day for members of our 
Society to visit the Reservation, and that he would be expect
ing us that day. · 
We shall start early and have an 8 o'clock breakfast in Monterey, 
before driving out to the Reservation. Meet at 5:45 a.m., at 
the corner of East San Carlos and Fifth Streets, San Jose; or, 
if not interested in breakfast in N.onterey , meet the party at 
the junction of the Carmel Valley Road with State Highway No. 1 
(about 2 miles south of Monterey) at 8:45. If you can take pas
sengers or need transportation, phone Mrs . Lester Brubaker in 
San Jose , or Emily Smith in Los Gatos, or Mr. B. N. Dickinson in 
Menlo Park. We shall drive to Monterey by way of Gilroy and 
Fort Ord . Bring picnic lunch. 

Ralph A. Smlth, President 
Emily Smith, Corr. Sec. - Route 1, Box 387, Los Gatos 

Phone Los Gatos 994-W 

REPORT OF APRIL 4th FIELD TRIP. Due to wet weather the turnout 
of members was light (as one member remarked, 11For a dry year 
we•ve had a lot of rain on our field trips"). Although showers 
made birding diffi cult, we had enough good luck to make the trip 
well worth while for six members who braved the elements . 
At th e start of the trip, on Alum Rock Ave. at Miguelito Ave., 
many Brewer blackbirds wer e busy building nests in the Monterey 
pines be sid e the road . The femal e s, e scort ed by their mat e s, 
wer e carrying nesting material into the dense foliage of th6 
pines. One f emale was obs erved picking up damp soil and carry
ing it to h e r nes t. In a field in this same area a large flock 
of gr ee n-back ed Ark ansas gol dfinches we r e feedin g on the seeds 
of groundsel and oth e r weeds . Several times, thirty or more of 
these social littl e birds would gather in a tre e nnd sing in 
chorus. The tinkling song of the Lawr ence goldfinch attracted 
our att0ntion to a group of thes e goldfinch es in a small, l e af
less elm. We counted eight black-faced males singing exuber 
antly around one s ~emingly da zed female. 
We walk ed up Alum Rock Ave . a few hundred yards, listing robins, 
meado wlark, gold en- and whit e -cr owned sparrows, mockingbirds, 
hous e finch e s , English sparrows, and brown towhe e s. Then we 
s aw a bulky nest in a cy pr es s tr ee , with a shrik ~ sitting in it. 
In a f ew minut es its mat e camE; t o th e nes t with food, which was 
acc ept ed and gulped down. 
We return ed t o our c a r s and drove into Alum Roel{ Park, stopping 
at th G junction of Alum Rock Ave . with Penitencia Cree k Rd. to 
listen for the canyon wren up on Alum Rock -- it h 8d been he a rd 
singing th e re when th e tri p was scout ed three days before -- but 
we heard only it s c all note . Beneath the brid ge her e a•bla ck 
phoebe had started its ne st of mud and bits of dry grass . 
Wo continu ed on to the picnic grounds near the springs. Here 
Steller jays wer e buildin g nests a s busily as the Brewer black -



birds h ad been on Alum Rock Ave. But with the jays, both birds 
of a pair were carryin g t wig s . Wo saw a jay snap off a twig 
from a tree; also saw two jays on the ground picking up soil. 
Once we heard the whisper song o.f a jay. 
Then came the high li ght of the trip. A water ouzel was carry
ing nesting material into a niche in the bank of the creek. 
The bank shelves out over the creek, and a tongue of tufa, wet 
with dripping water, protrudes from the niche. The water ouzel 
would come flyin g swiftly up cr eek with a mouthful of r oo tlets, 
alight on a boulder in the creek beneath the niche, dip several 
times, walk down the boulder to the water's ed ge and car efu lly 
wash its load, and then fl y up to the ton gue of tufa and dis
appear in the niche. It would r emai n in the niche, out of sight , 
only a minute or two bef ore str eak in g down creek, or up creek, 
for more rootl e ts and sometimes a dend l eaf or limp plant stem. 
Durin g twenty-fiv e minutes it mad0 six r ound trips. Then t wo 
bird s came out of the nich e , f 0r a r ec0ss of about ten minutes. 
With the return of both birds t o the n s st, work began again, 
on e bird bringin g mat e rial and th e oth e r pr es umably buildin g it 
into a n es t in the damp nich e . 
By no w it was raining steadi l y and th e s ix of us were huddled 
und e r thr ee umbr e ll as , sh edding water much l e ss successfully 
than the wate r ou zels; and so we de cid ed to call off the r 0st 
of th e trip and go home. 

Birds obs e rv ed on Alum Roc!r Ave. in th€- vicinity of Migu elita Ave. 
and in Alum Rock f a r k (th ose mar ke d wi th an ast e ris k wer0 se en 
duri ng th o sc outin g trip , April 1 , to both upp e r and l ower picnic 
gr ounds in the 1-'ark, but not s ee n April 4) : ➔:•tur1rny vultur <;, l; 
-,:•r ed-t a il ed hawk , 1 ; ➔.-C al. quail , pair; ➔:- Arp.:: a hummingbird, 1; 
r ed- sha ft ed f lic ke r, 3 ; ➔~ac o rn woodp e ck e r, 8; ➔:•downy woodpeck e r, 
pair; *Nuttall woodpe ck e r , 6; bl ack phoeb e , 2 (6, Apr.l); vi ol c t
gr 00n swallo w, 5; St e,l l e r j c.y , 12 (mor e , Apr.l); Cal. j2 .y , 3; 
➔:- c row , l; ➔:• che stnut -backed ch ic lzadoe , a well-d evelo ped young bird, 
out of th e n6s t, being f od by ~n adul t; titm ous e , l; bush-tit, 2 
( 3 pa ir s , Apr .l); ➔:·whi t 8 -breast od nuthatch , l; dipp e r (or wa.te r 
ouz el) , p a ir; c anyo n wren , l; mock i ng bird, pa ir (3 pairs , Apr.l); 
➔:•Cal. th ras he r, 1; r ob i n, 89; -::•h(:,rmi t th rush , l; ruby-cro wned 
k ingl {.;t, 1 (5 or 6 , Apr .l); l ogge rh ead shrik0 , pair; Hutt on 
vir eo , l; ~wnrbl ing vir eo , 1 (i n compl Gt e son g , 3 ti mBs); ~or ang e 
crow ned wo..rbl Eir, 4; Audubon warbl 0r, 4 ; ➔:•Towns end warbler , 6 
_( 3 or 4 sing in g ); *pil e ol nt ed werbl e r, l; Engli sh sparrow , 4 ; 
West e rn mee dovvl a r k , 1; Br 0w6r bl ackbird , 60+; hous e finch, 12; 
Ar k . go ld f inch , 70+; Lawrence go ldfinch, 9; ➔} s :po tt ed towh ee , 1; 
br own t owhee , 3; *Or e , ju nc o, 4 or 5 p a irs; whit e -cr owned spar 
r ow, 16; go ld en -c rown ed spa rr ow, 8 ; s ong sparr ow, 2 . 

Membe rs mf'.kin g th e tri p: ~1:rs. Gr ace Brub n.ker, Mrs. Carolin E; Dnvis, 
Gco r g8 For eman , Emil· r Smith; Mr. ~md Mrs . Chnrl E:,s Zwa[tl, l u 1d8rs . 

Charl e s and Funny ZwR&l 


