
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

March , 1948 

A SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETI NG will be held next Monday evening, 
March 15, at 8 o'clock, in Room 210 , Natural Science Build 
ing, San Jose State Colle ge ~ The me etin g is bein g called to 
decide whether or not t~1e Soc5_ety ,,ir::.11 sponsor another series 
of Audubon Screen Tours le c tur e s next year. '11:here wi ll be 
other busine ss to transact, includin g the qu es tion of relief 
for European OI'n i tholo g5_st ,'3 . An announcement of the sU.111-mer 
sessions of t he n e'.."lly .)r g f',niz.ed Audub on Nature Camp of Cali
fornia has come; a ~so a l e~ t er fr0 m the U . S. Fish and Wild
lif e Se rvice; a -sklng ~he So ~i e ty +,o cooperate in the accumu
lation of inf orma ti on on t ne distributi on , migration, and 
abundance of North .imeri c an birdsc 
Aft e r the busin ess s e ssion ther e will be tim e for members to 
report seasonal bird observations , of which we have not had 
enough this year. 

THE ~ARCH FI ELD TRIP will be t ake n this next Sunday, March 14, 
to hills near Lo s Gatos, with Clyd e and Agnes Prusman as lead
er s . The meeting place will be on th e San J o s e -L os Gatos Road 
(Highway 17) at Sh annon Road, about half a mil e northeast of 
Los Gatos cit y lim i ts, at 8 o I clock. . San Jose members who want 
to go in car avan meet at the corner of E . San Carlos and Fifth 
Str ee ts at 7: 30 ; Palo Alto members at the S. P. Depot in I-'alo 
Alto at 7:15. This will b e not much more th an a half day trip -
two short hik es and bet ween the hikes a mid-mo r nin g breakfast 
in th e Prusm ans' p a tio. Bring bac on and eggs (or what ev e r you 
lik e ) to cook on the grill ; and Agnes wil l have coffee for us. 

Ralph A. Smith, Pr esi d ent 
Emily Smith, Corr. Se c. - Route 1, Box 387 , Los Gatos 

Phone Los Gatos 994-W 

THE FEBRUARY 28th FIELD TRIP to th e Dumba rton Bridge area proved 
v e ry worthwhile for th e p a rty of twelve who braved a strong, 
col d northwest wind . A four-mile hike from where we p .-_rkcd 
our cars on th e e a st sid e of the bay, br ought us to the eas t 
end of the bridge. This area is ex t ensiv 8 ly diked into ev ap 
or a tion po ols by th e L~slie Salt Coa These dikes and po ols, 
alon g with th e tidal flats and pools of the Newark Slough , make 
id eal f eed ing and lo afing ground for many sp e ci e s of wat e rfowl 
and shor e birds. As we app roach ed the brid ge , pools on both 
sid e s of th e road contained sc ~tter e d flocks of shovell e rs and 
ea red grebes , one flock of th e l a tt er s p e ci e s numb e ring over 
two hundred birds. 
The most int e r e sting aspect of the trip was th e opportunity 
to obse r v e the cycle of shore bird movement in relation to 
the tid e . A low tid e a t 9:30 a .m. exposC;d v Rst area s of mud 
flats a long th e eest sid o of th6 b ay , above and b e low th e 
bridg e . These uncovered feeding grounds h a d drawn most of the 



short birds from the inl 2nd pools , so th a t we s aw v e ry f ew 
shore birds a s we walk od a lon g the road l ead in g to th e ~ridge. 
But from a v an t ag e point on th e bay dike we could s ee thous ands 
of b i i d : f ee.d ing ne ar the wat e r's edge , perhaps n third of a 
mil e · out from th e dik &. The risin g tid e , slowly at first and 
th en more r apidly , brought the bir ds ba ck , clos e r and closer 
to us, until fin a lly excellent si ghts were obtain ed of most of 
the spec i es. The fin e st experience of the day c rone a s the 
flood tide for ced the birds to abandon the b ey and move inland. 
In front of the advancin g t ide , as it c ove red the l a st of the 
mud flat, the birds r os e into the a ir, one flock after ano ther. 
We stood ent h re.lled as mixed flocks of godwi t s , cu t .la ws, bl a ck
bellied plovers, dowitchers, red-backed s andpipers, le ns t s and
pipers, and West ern s andpiper s flev , ov e r our he2.ds, sometimes 
so clo se we could hear t h e swi sh of their wings . 
A picnic lunch was en joye d in a sheltered noo k of the Coyote 
Hills, where the 1.vind could not re 8 ch us. Here sev er al land 
birds were seen, and , sail in g overhead, a lon e whi t e pelic an. 
Later, from the hillside overlookin g th e Newark Slough, a single 
sno wy egret was se en. 
Returning a cross the bridge, on our way home, we saw sev er al 
ki nds of diving ducks bobbing on th e wind -whi pped waters of the 
ba y : c anvas-b a cks, golden - eye s, scaups, and a female buffl e 
head. Among th e s e ducks were se v e ral Western grebes. A little 
l ater we identified t wo mor e sp e ci e s of gr eb e s for our list of 
bird s in the Dumbar ton Brid ge area. On th e Rav en sv:ood Slough 
was a fl ock of t en horn ed gr obes in various stages of plumage , 
rian ging fro m ty p ic a l wint e r to part i al bre edin g p l umage ; and 
not fa r from th ese horn ed gr Gb es wer e thr ee pi ed-bills. 

The followin g list summarizes th e spcci os obs e rv ed on this trip: 
horn ed greb e , 10; ea r ed grebe , 250+; Western grebe, 1 2 ; pied 
bill ed gr ebe, 3; white p0lic an, l; double-crest ed cormorant, 7; 
greQt blu e h e ron, 4; snowy eg r e t, l; Ame ric an eg r e t , 3; p in-
t a il, 12; green - winged t ea l, 3; sh .ov ell e r, 500+; c o.nv a.s-back, 50; 
less e r se e.up duck , 100+; Ame rican golden -eye;- 9; buffle-h eo.d, 1; 
surf sector, l; turk ey vultur e , l; r ed-tailed hawk, l; coot, 7; 
killd ee r, 2; bl ack -b elli ed plov e r, 50 +; lon g-bill ed curl ew, 10; 
Hudsoni an curl ew, 12; will e t, 200+; gr ea t e r ye llow-le gs, 4; 
11p eep II s andpip ers, 200+ (80 % l ea st, 20 % We st 6rn); r ed-b a clrnd 
snndpip e r, 10 00+; dowitch cr , 1 5 ; marbled godwit, 1000+; avocet, 
20; h e rring gull, 3; Ca liforni ~ gull, 2 ; rin g-bill ed gu ll, 6; 
burrowing owl, 2; bl a ck phoebe, l; Americ an pipit, 6; Audubon 
warbler, l; y 6llo w-thro at , l; Western men dowl e.rk, l; Br e'Her bl ack
bird, 25; houso finch, 4; sav ann ~h sparrow, 24 (s evGr al singing); 
white -cro wned sp arro w, 8; son g sp a rro w, 5 (on e s in ging) . 

Membe rs of th e party: Mrs. Arntz E;n nnd So..lly, Mr. Curt Di e tz, 
Mr. Geor g(; For omc.n, lV,rs. Pe a rl Earwood, Mrs. Ruth Paulus, 
Mr. ~.nd Mrs . Clyd e }'rusm nn, lV:r. C. L. Sl 0eper , Miss Emily Smith; 
B. N. Di ckinson and J ~me s P . Rigb y , l ea de rs. 

J nme s F . Rigby 


