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AN IIV-FROI~,fTU i''IELD TRI.f' wi ll be taken this comin g Satu:i;iday, Feb. 28, 
to the Dumbarton Br i dge area, to explore territory new to us, under 
the guidance of M.r. Rigby and !v'.r. Dickinso n . There will be an easy 
hike of about thre e mil e s. i'1/Jee t at the p arking area at the east end 
of th e Bridge a t 8 a.m. Brln g lunch, if you want to bird all day • 
.San J ose members who want t o go in caravan meet at the corner of 
E. San Carlos and Fifth Str ee ts at 7 : 1 5; Falo Alto members at the 
S. ~. Depot in Pal o Alto at 7: 45. 

THE F Ot;R;r L SCREU~ ~t10URS LLC·r l-.RI: will be given next Tuesday evening, 
:March 2, in the Vontgomery The atr e in the San Jose Civic Auditorium 
at 8 o'cloc k . Tom an~ A+-J.e:µe he,diey will pre1'ent their . color motion 
pictur e stor y of t he "Eappy Va ll ey . '1 The7r found t heir ''happy val
le y , ·1 exploring t l1e riv e r s , lake s I forests, and dunes in north e rn 
1; ich i ga.n. In thi~ i_aµd.t f s.m~d as tp e home of Eiawatha, they found 
poe try and philosophy in tr ee~ 1 wildflm vers, birds, and wild animals. 

COM!!,I T·l1-ZE F'OR RELI EF TO BD'ROPEAN ORNITHOLOGISTS. We hav e not yet 
received a r eply t o our letter to the von Bod.mans; but f!irs, Hamer
strom wr 1t e s that Dr. delty of Be loit College, who has recently r e 
turn ed f ro m r e lief wor k in Germany, visited th e van Bodmans and 
will write to us about them. In response to our reou e st for the 
n c~rn.e of a. f amily who coul d use clothin g already coll e cted but not 
likely to fit thG needs of the v. Bod.mans, :r,..~rs, Hamerstrom sBnt us 
th e n am0 of a family in Frankfurt, in t he U.S. Zone . She writes, 

if Rector Kurt N~erk 6l i s an inspir ed ornitho l ogist. he wa s for merly 
in ch a r ge of th e Br E:.sl e.u St ation of th 6 Silesi an Ornithologists. 
When hE:, fl C:d fr om th 8r e he had to le eve everyth i ng behind. H0 now 
liv€s in pi ti f ul circu mst anc e s, I-lis son, also a well-kno wn ornithol
ogist, i s still a prison e r of war. Eis aon•s wife and chil d ar c liv
i ng ',n t h hi m • .i Mrs. Hamerstrom thE..n li s ts their urg ent rie E-ds : 

Mr s . lls E: IV:e rk e,l, th E:. son• s wife, 3 2 years old, 5' 3 '1 tnll 
and ve ry sl end er, n0 6ds wint e r coat and stout shoes size 6 

Wul f 1'.icrk 61, li0r boy of 5, needs warm linter elothing, 
c spe c ia lly u co at and shoes t o wea r out doors 

I'{e,ctor :Kurt Ii e,rk &l, 5 1 7;r, waist 36; 1
, nee ds a warm .suit, 

a warm swE.at e r, and stout sho e s siz e 10 
At t h6 end of h0r l e tt 6r N1rs. 1fr . .merstrom s ays th E::y n ee d f ood and 
all sorts of c lo thin g , If you hav e anythin g you c &n donat e to this 
famil y , 1(, t us kno w by phone or c2.rd, and W€ will com.e to your hous E: 
fo r i t ; 0 1~ we could rec e iVE; small bundl e s at th e iV-ontgo rnery 'l'heatr e 
box of f ic ~ next Tu e sd ay ev ening. 

Emily Smith - l'hon f., Los Go to e_; 994- W 
· Route 1, Box 387, Los Ga tos 

FEBRU.ArtY FI ELI., TRI P REPORT. F'ebru a ry 1 5, 194 8 , v0ry early in thE. 
mornin g , sE;venteen members of th e Santa Clara Va ll E;y Audubon Soci e ty 
journ E.ycd to Los Banos. After an 8 o'cloc k br eak f as t at Tin y 1 s, 
we:, d r oVE; out t o th 0 Bird und GB.me R€servation north of Los Banos. 
EvE.rywh c r c thf- fi 6lds wer e bro wn, bGcaus c of t h(; worst drought since 
re cord s h RVG bE-cn kep t, and watE:r was lo w in th 0 slou ghs. But th e 
d &y was p0 rfect for birdin g -- almost no wind, pl en s antl y wa rm, and 
th E. bl ue; sky trac 6d ov E:r with bc2.utiful cirrus clouds. 
Just bcf or E. r cs.chin g th e r 6 s 6rv o.tion, we st opped to w2tch 20 honkcrs 
come fl y ing h i gh ov Gr th E. fi e ld and s e ttl e down to join many mor e 
Canada geese, ba rel y visibl e in the bro wn grass. Then we noticed a 



f lock of 50 dowitch e~s p~obin g bu s ily in a sha ll ow pond , and in the 
surrounding field s many pi pi t s . At the Re s ervation Mr, Wattenberger, 
who is in charge there, obligingly led our caravan over ro ads which 
wind throughout most of the 3,000- acre reservation. The sloughs and 
man y: om9 . .ll . pon ds .appa rently cont ained enough wat e r to attract many 
waterfowl, and along the edges of the Wf',ter spots were some "greens, 11 

mostly clover and planted millet. We would drive but a short dis
tance, and then 50 or more snow ge e se would fly up, or white pelicans 
s nil into view, or e bittern rise out of the tules and fly off with 
slo w wing beats, All dny we were stopping for one thrill after 
another. Every where marsh h awks were flying lovf over the ground; we 
saw one, in pale gr ay plum ag6 , going through his courting antics of 
power dives and perpendicul ar climbs, and then successive loops, 
rollin g over at the top of e ach loop. There were many ducks, of at 
le ast nine differ ent species, th e outstcnding being a male · buffle
head in full plum age. We were g;l,ad to he a r Mr. Wuttenberger say that 
during the past duck-huntin g season thousands of ducks sought refuge 
in the reserv ation~ Occnsion nlly we sighted l arge flocks of geese, 
but th ey were usu a lly far away; once, disturbed by ~ pl ane, thous
ands of geese formed long wavering ink lines against the distant sky. 
If:ost of a ll, on this trip to Los Be.nos, we wanted to see s andhill 
cranes. Suddenly we hea rd, f ar off, a clamor of rolling, sonorous 
calls, unlike the calls of geese or MY other bird we had ever kno wn 
and onc$ henrd, never to be mist ak en. Soon 20 cranes came into view, 
fin ally passing high overhe ad in rhythmic 2l flight, their necks out
stretched nnd long legs trailing s t r utght --out behind. Later we saw 
more cr anes, perh aps 150, in four groups. We wer e amused to see 
a lone white pelic an upp~rently le ading the flight of a group of 40 
cr~nes, and a s they circl ed l nzily high above us we noted th a t the 
pelican h ad a distinctly gre at e r wing spread. Some of the cr anes 
dropped out of th e sky to join a group of their fellows which were 
st anding in n dist ant swale, The se would glide downward, fl apping 
th e ir wings only a s they 11lowered their landing ge ar," perh aps 50 ft. 
abov e gr ound. But af ter al l, it was the geese which gave us the 
greatest thrill of a ll. In mid- aft ernoon, as we approached a large 
pond, several thous and ge ese (C~nadQ, white-fronted, and sno w) sud
denly rose with such a whir of wi ngs and such a clrunor of voices 
th at th e earth se emed almost to sh ake for an inst ant. Geel let's 
a ll r et urn to Los Bo.nos next duck-hunting se ason when, as Mr. Watten
berger a ssured us, we might well see t wo million wild fo wl! I I 
The following bird s m~d0 up our list for the Reservation and close 
vicinity : whit e pe lic an, 30; doubl e -cr es ted cormor nnt, 6; great blue 
heron, 4; Am. egr e t, l; sno wy eg r c.t; · 5; bl :.-.ck~ cr owne;d night heron, :3; 
Am. bitt er n, 6; whistling swan, l; C~n ada goose, white-fronted goose, 
sno w goose; mall a rd, cinnamon and green-winged teal, pintail, bald
pate, gudwall, shov e ll er (commone s t : duck), buffle-he ad, ruddy duck; 
red-tailed h o.wk, 5+; marsh hawk, 12+; spA.rrow hli~vk ; 2.?· rin g-ri ocked 
phe as ant, 5; sandhill cr ane (littl e brown is subspecies of sandhill), 
150; Fl a . gallinule, 1; Am. coot, many; killdeer, 8; Wilson snipe, 2; 
Hudsonl an cur L..:w, 3; grea ter yellow-legs, 2; least sandpiper, 1; dow
i tcher, 50; avocet, l; Cal. gull, 5; b arn owl, l; burrowing owl, 2; 
Ann~ hummingbird, 1; red-shafted flicker an d Nuttall woodpeck e rs in 
clump of willows; bl ack phoeb e , 2; tree swallow, 3; marsh wren, 3; 
mockingbird, 2; ruby-crowned kinglet, 2; Am. pipit, many; loggerhead 
shrike, 3; Audubon warbler, 12+; yellow-thro at, l; w. meadowlark, 9+; 
red wi ng ed nnd Brewer bl ackbirds, m~ny; Am. goldfinch, 20; s avannah 
sp nrro w, 20+; white-cro wned sp arro w, 50+; song sp arro w, 3. 

Alb e rt J. Wool 


