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THE J .. ;.NlL-1.RY Fi r_i;LD TRI? d .11 te taken this coming Sunday , 
January 18 , to ivhunt Herm on to look for red crossbills 
\'lhic h have been vdnteri ng there since the middle of October . 
Red cr0ssbills ar e residents of hi 6h mountains an d rarely 
c~me to our part c,f Calif0rni a . Perh ap s a small cone crop 
s omer,he re , .-as the reason f or cros sbills in the ponderosa 
pi nes at Eount Hermon th i s fall. 1.'~rs . Thoma s says they 
come fre 0uently t o her bird b a th to d r ink , and 3he is invit 
ing us to her house on the good chance of our seeing these 
handsom e bir d s ,. i th crazily crossed bi ll s . Bring along any 
Palnuts you may Pa nt to feed the chickadees , 1hile rie n ait 
for the eras sbills •. From Mount Hermon ,. e can eithe r ,.,alk 
or drive to Sa nt R Cruz County Big Trees Par k for picnic 
lunch (g rills available) an d afternoon birding . 
Mrs . Gr a ce Brubaker Pill be our leader , and the meeting p lace 
,-,iJ.l be the Lyndon Fotel in Los Gato s at 8 : 30 o 'c lock . · 
San Jose members ·,anting transporta t ion meet at corner of 
E . San Carlo s an d Fi ft h Str eets promptly at 8 : Palo Alto 
me mbers at the s .. P . Dep ot in Palo Alto at 7 : 45 . 

THE THIRD SCREEN TOURS LECTURE ;· ill be given M0nday evening , 
Janua ry 19 , in th e Montg0r .1ery The a tre in the San Jose Ci vie 
imd itorj _um a t 8 o ' clock . Mr . Roger Tory Peterson "'ill talk 
on "The Ridd le of 1':ligration , " illustrating his talk '\ ith 
c ol 0re d mot:i .on pictures . 1Io.ny c,f us kno\J Roger Tory Peter 
son as the aut h or and lllustrator of ou r much used copies of 
"A Fiel d Guide to V-'e s t e rn Birds . '1 

Ra l nh A. Smith , Pres ~ - phone Campbel l 39 97 
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OUR 18th CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT ua s held the Sunda y after Christmas . 
Tr:en ty one partJ.c:'Lpants , in five partj _es , counted birds in five 
different areas : suburbs of San Jose i n the vicinity of the Sa n 
Jose Country Club , the unper a nd 10 1:rer regions of Alum Roc k Park , 
p4s ture an d farm land on the Sierra and Marsh Roads in the foot 
hills e a.st of ~.1ilp i t as , and the 11.lvi so s a lt marshes . 'l1he count 
in the marshes i-·a s not representative because of heavy du ck shoot 
ing at the t ime , and also because of a mi.sh ap nhich left the t ·10 

observers n ithout b inoculars . ht 4 o'clock the five parties came 
to e;ether ,1.t th e home of Mr . and Frs . Lest e r Brub aker to sumr.iarize 
the cou n t and enjo y a soc ia l hour . 
The follo win g report of the count is in th e for m re quested by the 
Nat io na l Audu bo n Soci e ty: ,Sa n J'.)se , Ca lif or nia ( same g eneral area 
a s in 19 4 6 , .·ri t h addition o f ar e as on Sierra a nd Marsh Roads in 
foot hi lls east of l'.~il pt tas ~ cit y surburbs .rhich i nclu ded g ardens , 
orchar ".s , 1.•1a st e fiel ds , an d d ry creek bed , 22% ; foothill c an yon 
rdth live cree ~ , 43 i; foothill past ure l a nd which included farm 
buil d in g s a nd eucal yn tus trees , open fiel d s v•i th rock fenc e s , 
brushy dr c..r.' i::md g r a ssy slope 1··ith Fhite oaks , 23f s ; salt ma1~sh and 
slou s hs , 12%) . - Dec . 28 , 1947; 8 :30 a .m. to 3 : 30 p . m. Cl ear , 
"1ith high fog until 10; prevailing ni nd N, 5 to 20 m. p . h . ; temp . 
50 to 61 de g r ees F . T1~renty one observers in 5 p a rties . Total 
hours , ?.O ( on fo ot); to t al miles , about 14 ( on foot) . White peli 
c an, 1 6; Can . goose , 109 ( 2 flocks); Am. pinta i l , 4; g reen - winged 
te a l , 3; shovell e r , 410; Am. mergans e r , l; ~hite - tail ed kite , l; 
sharp - shinne d ha ,.rk , 3; re d - tailed ha 1::k , 12; g olden ea g le, 2; 
marsh h ay1k , 6; sparro n ha ·•k , 15; Ca l . ouail , 59; Am. co ot , 92 : 
killdeer, 24; rrillet , 22 ; le as t and We stern sandpipers , numerous 
(We stern outnumb ering least \--hen near enou gh to be dis tin guished ) ; 
avocet, 500 + ; -.,~n: - bi lled gull , 150+; mour n i ng dove , 2; _t-mna hum 
min gbird , 18; belted kingfisher , l; red - shaft ed flicker , 39; Cal . 
Y!Oodpecker , 15; h a iry ;·•oodpecker , 1; dor 'ny r.roodpe ck er , 2; Nuttall 
n oodpe c ker , 7; b l a c k phoebe , 6; Sa y phoebe , 3 ; horned lark , 189; 
Ste ll e r j ay , 23 ; Ca l . j ay , 2 1; ye llo D- billed ma gpie , 27; cro r , 2 6 ; 
c he stnut - ba cked c h ic kad e e , 24 ; plain t itmo us e , 20; bush - t it , 76 ; 
1.rhit e - bre a st ed nuthatch , 6; r ren - tit , 16; dipper , l; Bev!ic k rrren , 
lo; c a nyon u ren , 3 ; rock , •r en , 1; mockingbird, 15; Ca l . thrash e r , 
6 ; robin , 524; v ar i e d thrush , 6 ; hermit thru s h , 33 ; V~st e rn blue 
b ir d , 2 0; r ub y - cro· ·•ned kin g let , 39 ; Arn. pi o it , 152 ; c eda r , ·a xni ng , 
12 6 ; lo gge rh ea d shrik e , 5 ; Hutt on vireo , 5; Audub on Parbler , 44; 
Tor,nsen d ·1arb l er , 4; ye llo \1- thro a t , 2; :2:ng lish sparr or , 34; ·,.est 
ern mea d o,1l a rk , 191; Bre ·. ·er bl a c kbi rd , 256; purple finc h , 19 ; 
h ous e finch , 15; ni ne si skin , 21 ; r~llo ~ goldf i nc h , l ; green - backed 
goldf i nch , 1 'J2 ; s p ot ted to nhee , 14; bro · ;n to ,:he e , 41; savanna h 
sp ar ro 1· • , 2 6 ; lar k s Darro r; , S; rufou s - cro vme d s pa rro i-r, 7; Ore . jun 
co , 18 6; r:hit e - cro ,•ned sp a r:ro ,·:, 281; gol den - cro rmed sparro F , 174; 
fox s ryarro P , 3; son g s,;:,arro P , 24 . Tot n.l , 7 6 sp e cies , ab out 4291 
ind1 vid ual s , p l us nume r ous s a ndpi pe rs . 

Gr a c e Br ub 8.ke r , Kent Carnie , Claire Coolidge, B . N. Dickinson , 
Curt Dietz , Floren c e Durf ee , Ruth Griffith , Elsi e Hoeck , David 
Jenki n son , Eva Mc Rae , b tta i ad din g ton Smith , Emily Smith, James 
G. Peterson and Je an , Clyde an d Agnes Prusman , Lcnrilyn Wood , 
Albert an d Dorot hy Wool , Charles and Fa nny Zvmal . 
( San t n. Cl a r a Va ll ey ~tudu b on .Soci e ty) 

Emily Smith 


