
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

December , 1947 

THE REGULAR DEC:2:}.'J3ER MEETING '-!i l l be held Monday evening , Dec . 15 , 
in Room 210 , Science Building, San Jose Stat e College. 
At 7 :30 there · rj_ll be a short busj_ness meeting to hear the report of 
the Screen Tours Committee, and to con si der sendin g anot her CARE pack 
age to N. von Bod~, the European t>r-nithologi s t . 
The re gular prog ram rrill beg t n 9 romptl y a t 8 o'cl ock . Af t er reports 
of bird observations by memters , Hr . Oli ver C. Apolegate , Jr . , of San 
Francisco, ui ll sho u c olJred movin g pictures of birds, especi a lly 
nestin g Cas p ian t erns , rrhich he took an our fiel d tr ip to the Dumbar 
ton Bridge area last June . 

THE DECEMBER FIELD TRIP \·•j_ll be a Christmas Bir d C::m nt and ,·iill be 
taken the Sunday aft e r Christm ~s , Dec . 28 . A b ird census at Chris t 
mas time is taken annually by many Audubon Societies throu ghout the 
United Sbtte s an d Canada . All members a J:•e invited t o part ici pate in 
this count. The meeting nlace is the corner of l . San Carlos and 
Fifth Str eets , San Jose . Please come prom ptl y at 8 a .m. , a t ·: hich 
time Emily Sm5. th , in charge of the count, vril l outline the nrocedure . 
Mrs . Grace Brubaker ha s in vi ted the bird count e r s to c ome to he r home, 
19 1 Mountain View Ave ., San Jose , at 4 o'clock, to sum up the count 
and have a cup of tea . r.lembers ,.-,ho are unable to attend the fiel d 
tr i p a.re i nvi te d to c ome for the summary report an d tea a t Mr s . Bru 
baker' s home . ( Going east out Alu m Roc k Ave ., I'.~ounta in Vi e l' Ave . is 
to the le ft, ab out one mi l e beyond VJhi te Rd . ) 

Ral ph A. Smith , Pres . - phone Campbe ll 3997 
~mily Smi th , Corr . Sec . - Los Gato s 994 -W 

Rout e 1 , Bax 38 7 , Los Gatos 

NOVEMBER FI EL.D TRIP RBPOR'r . The region visited Nov . 16 l J.es around 
Searsville Lake , v.rest of Stanford Universit y . This area offers 
various bird habitat s. \'lhi ch ran s e from open water for canvas - back 
ducks to chaparral •here rTen - tits sing . The up pe r r eaches of the 
lake are not much more than sloughs this dry year . borde red y 1i th mud 
flats , c a ttails , an d Y.1illOYs; but a r oun d t he lake p roper the sh ores 
are steep , except f or a sandy beach at the upoer end . The vrestern 
shore slopes upnar d to a grass y knoll Dher e there are scattere d oaks 
and introduced pin es and pj cni c t ab les . Across the la ke Ja sper RJ.dg e 
ascends abru i::,tly , covered for the most pa rt \!ith cha parra l. The day 
7as be autiful , •:)i th full sun after the rai n of the day before , and 
the group enjo yed the hik e up J asper Rid ge apd a11 ound the l ake , 
A number of bird hap penings on this tri p stan d out . ,lt our fir s t s ta 
tion on ~ountain Home Road by t he u9p er l ak e ne d iscover ed several 
black-cro vmed nj_ght herons roosting hun ch ed u o in b rush y ,-illo ···s by 
the irater ' s ed ge . Henri Ih ll's telesc ope pJ.ck ed ou t t ,•.'.) cl ose to geth 
er, one sh oi-•ing the streaked broymish p lum a6e of an imrnature bird and 
the othe r, for nice como arison , the gray an d bl a ck of an adu lt . A 
sharp - shinned hauk, first seen chasi ng a flicker among t he v illo Tis , 
came ~ut t o cir cle in tight tu rn~ over our heads, uith sudden bursts 
of qui ck Hi ng beats interruutin g its sailing , _ s vre ·walked :i,nto t he 
re~ort area of Searsvi lle Lake a flock of c oots , mall ards , o.nd pin.,. 
t :n ls padd l ed or r add led d o· m t he slou e;h , almost a s t ame a s fla,rmya rd 
f cwls . The bridge acr oss the chun nel co nnecting th ~ uope r and l orrer 
lakes ;ras a good observation station . '11he teles c ooe resolved the 
many du cks on the lake in to mall ards , pint ai ls, canv a s - backs , bald -



pates , sho vellers , rinc; - neckcd ducks, and rlld d y duck s . Y:adin g ')llu,...V 
the sandy beach i,-rere t wo yellow - le gs and a l east sandpiper . 
Turnin g our attention to the c attaJl marsh on the other side of thG 
brid ge , ne coul d hear the call notes of red - wingec . blackbirds and son g 
sparro rrs , nhich nere to be expected; but oui te unexpected ,··as a burst 
of brief song from ::i. fox sparrov i and th e sight of anot her fox s pa rroY1 
trying to scr atch in the mud . Then ne di scovered a pied - billed grebe 
poking ab out in the scum of a tin y pool . When several members plunged 
doi;m the bank to t ake pictures and rescue the bird , !hich didn ' t have 
"enough \'Tater to ta lrn off , 11 they dis co ve red , first , that the mud fl a t 
gave insecure f ooting an d , second , th a t the grebe TTasn ' t stranded . The 
bird flopped out onto the mud a nd made ungraceful p rogress to na rd the 
slo ugh . The po'.:e rful pa d:5.les 1•hich make the bir d such a t orpedo in 
water are set too f ar bacl c under the body for efficient tr a nsport a tion 
on land . Our hero soon upset itself j_n its haste o.nd l ay on its "ha ck 
for some time , flailing the ai r fut i lely r_rj_th its stocky legs , before 
ri ght j ng its body to toddle on , ~ith ~in p s flapping , tJ water . 
After lu nch rm f"'u.nd the 'Jicnic are a very p ro duct 1ve of birds . A lone 
pine by a sh a ck , during a fe\ r minutes v,.:i.tching , yielded Bewi c k v,ren , 
ruby -cr ovme"d kinglet , hermit thrush , bluebird s , bro YTn to ,··hee , and Cal 
ifornia ja y ; nhi le a fe vr feet ar ay n dozen pine si skins fed, in every 
concei v n.ble a.t ti tu.de , nn te a sel heads . Follo rring the road up Jasper 
Ridge , we found birds diffi cu lt to se~ in the dense chaparr a l , but tu o 
fox sparroPs d id c ome out onto the ro ad , g iving us excellent views of 
themselves : darkly streaked bre r..st , he a vy gray head , rusty ru mp a nd 
tail . At ' t vie ··, poj_nt on the ro ad Pe stoDped to loo k back o.t the la.ke . 
Tucked into a fl ,')ck of clucks suimmin g out of a narrov, cove , ·3.s a soli 
tary female hooded merganser . Not m~ny birds Dere noted on the final 
asc ent thr ough an o~en g rove of blue oak to th e rocky field on t op of 
the ri dg e , but the sigh t of a fine purple finch on the tiptop of an 
oak and a. stri ki ng -rrhite - bre't.sted nuth a tch searchin g the lj _mbs of a n
other oak rrere amp le re ··n.rd for • the climb; r1hile further dividends on 
the summit ·.rere many bluebirds , junco s , ,1nd .:.ucl.ubon rra rblers . The path 
dovm le d into a ravine r.'he:-."'e there Pere live oak , madrone , and la urel; 
8.nd fino.lly to the 10, -,er end of the l ::Lke, nhere r e crossed the dam and 
made our 1ay back t~ro u~h the picnic a rea to our cars . 
The follo n in g 56 species of "birds \·ere li s ted for t he tr ip : 5 pied 
bille d g rebe , 2 great blue heron, 2 Am. e g2·et, 5 black - cro ymed night 
heron , 30-t mallard , 2 bal:. "t-nate , 40 -t· 1-1..m. pintail , 1 p;reen - rringed teal , 
12 shoveller, 5 rin g - nec ked duck , 30~ canvas - bac~ , 2 1 ruddy duck , 
1 hooded meJ"g anser, 1 sharp - shj nned ha r:k , 2 red - ta iled hank , 3 sparron 
havrk, Cal . quai l , 1 00 +- Am. c oot , l'J J~illdeer , 4 g reater yello n - le g s , 
2 least san dpj _pe r , 1 belted k1n g fisher, 12 red-shafted flicker , 6 acorn 
uoodpeck e r , 2 h airy voo d pe cker , 4 black phoe be , 5 v io let - g reen srralloP , 
6 Cal , ja y , 3 chestnut - backed c hi ckadee , 6 p la in tit mouse , 12 bush - tit , 
2 v:hite - bre 8.sted nu t h atch , 3 nJ.'en-tit, 3 Be-rick ,.-1ren , 1 Cal . t hra she r , 
30+ ro b in , 3 h e rmit thrush , 20 W. b l uebird , 6 rub y - cro r ned kinglet , 
24 cedar waxy•in g , 3 Hutton vireo , 8 Audubon rrarbler, 12 W. n:e ado ·rl a rk , 
6 red - Y1i nge d an d 3 B:Per:er bJ.ac .,;:bir ds , 1 purple finch , 40 + p:\.ne siskin, 
5 ct llo r· and 6 _,,_rk. g oldfj_nche~ , 1 spotte d and 4 hror·n to· :,hees , 40 +. 
Ore . junco, small fl ock of golden - cro wned and white - c_--owned sparro rrs , 
6 fo x and S song s par ro · s . --
Fift e en member s pres e nt : Geo . Foreman , B , N. Dickinson and son Rob er t, 
Mrs . · ._F . HaJ.ne s , Elsie Hoe ck , Da. v i d Jenk i ns on , Dr . R . M. Legg ett , 
James G. Peterson, ?Ir . and Ers . Clyd e J'rusman, Al an d Do:riothy Wool , 
Emily Smith , Mr . and Mrs . Charles J . Zrmal "\,~ . H- A· {~~ 
One guest : Neal Phill ips , · 

Neil Dickinson 


