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THE NOVEMB:B.;R FIEL D TRIP will be taken this comin g Snnd.ay , Nov. 1 6 , 
to See r sville Lak e and J as per Rj_dge , we st of Stanfor d Uni ve rsit y . 
Nr . Neil Dic k in s on will be the lead e r . He pla n s to go dir ectly 
to Se a rsville Lake an d bi rd th e re dur j_ng t he forenoon . The r oad 
fr om the Lake t o J aspe r Hi dg e i s sl i ppe:riy in wet weather; but for 
thos e who like to hike , it is only a littl e mor e than a mile to 
th e t op of the Rid ge . In th at sho r t di stanc e the roa d pass es 
throu gh s eve ral diff e r ent k inds of country , each of whic l1 may show, 
to some exte nt , d if f e re nt bird inh ab it ant s . Ne et in Palo Alto 
at th e S . f . Depot at 8 :15 a . m. Bri nr, lu nch . San Jo s e members 
de siring or able to provid e tr an sp or tation , mee t at the c orn e r of 
East San Carlos a.nd Fifth Str ee ts at 7 : 30 . 

'l1EE SECOND SCRE:B,N TOURS LECTURE will be g iv en Monday ev enin g , 
Novembe r 24, in th e Montgom ery Theatr G in th e San Jos e Civic 
Auditorium at 8 o 'cl ock . M.rs. Lau r el R6ynolds of Piedmon t wi l l 
t e.l k on i'Fun With Bir d s , '1 illustr atin g her talk with color ed mo
tion pictur e s ta k E,n in Cali f or n ia. Many of us l~now Mrs. Reynolds 
as a dE,li ghtful sp eak 0r . · 

Be caus e of thi s Scr een Tours l e ctur e th e r e will be no r egular 
November mee tin g , but th e r b will be a mee tin g of th e Board of 
Dir e ct ors an d Cammi tt cE, Chairm E-n Frid ay evenin g of next weel~, 
Novcmbor 21 , at 7 :3 0 o 'clock in Room 22 0 in th e Sci Gnc c Buildin g , 
San Jo se St at e Coll ege . The mee ting will be open to mE,mbers of 
th e Soc ie ty . The boa.rd hop es many membe rs \'fill att emd ~ 

' 

OCTOBER FIEL D TRI P R~POhT. Fift ee n Audubon Soci e ty membe rs went 
on th e fi e ld tri p to ~t. Madonn a Park , Octob e r 1 9 , 1947. ThE,r e 
wa s fo g ov6rh ca d a s we drov e south through th e Uvas Vall ey, but 
when we en t e r ed th E, Pa rk, at 10 o 'cl ock , th 8 sky had cl ea r ed and 
we had a bea utiful da y for birding. As we got out of th 6 cars 
a h orn ed owl to ok fli ght and dis app ea r Gd among th G r edwood tr ee s. 
The pr evi ous Sund ay , when thr ee of us we r e s couting this trip, we 
hcd a cl ea r vi ew of a horned owl roosting calmly in a r edwood 
whil e scr ee chin g St ell e r j ays mobb ed it. 

We walk ed out int o an open area, just beyond th e redwood grov e , 
wh er e ther e wns a thick e t of cea nothus , mnnzani ta, an d ch r..p r.rr r.,l 
pe n, with he r e Qnd th e r e knobcon o pine ~nd ~ndron e . He r e were 
bot h Steller and California jays, the l a tter ap parently doing 
s ome 11flycntchin g_. ;r A sh nrp-s h inn ed ha wk sudd enly app ea r ed and 
gr abbed a Calif ornin j o.y_, tumblin g t o the ground with it , but 
th e jay mana ged to escape · ·uninjured . At various t imes acorn wood 
pec k ers , a hairy ~oodpe c~er, a Nut t all woodpecker , an d t wo or three 
r ed- shafte d f lic k ers cro s sed the cl ea r i ng wit h pitching fli ght; 
a ls o four cDows fla pped by. We he a r d the wheezy call-note of pine 
si sk ins and sa w the m fl yi ng ov erhe ad with goldfinchlike undula
tion s . Two purpl e f i nches ali gh ted on the top of a pine, an d one 



0 1 ~~em s ang a little. In t~e brush were both spotted and br 6\ ~ 
to ,.:·hee s; a wren -t it ca.me into good. vie rt and sang several time s . 
A call-note, Ilhich suggested a junco's but was too loud, led u s 
to the discovery of fox sparro ws scratching in leaves on the 
ground . We saw at le as t t wBlv e of these fine~looking birds and 
heard several of them sing briefly. 

A little farther on, wher e the tr ees were clos e r togeth e r, W6 sa w 
cedar waxwing s and robins eating ~~drone berries; and in th e same 
tr ees siskins and purple fip~p.es were 9.µ~ily feeding, but we were 
not sure they were eating the bc.rries . In this same area we hea rd 
the call-not es of Californie. quail , ch es tnut-l:?ack6d chickad ees , 
bush-tits, Bewi ck wrGn, ruby -cr owned kinglet, Eutton vir eo , and 
Audubon .varble'r; and 1:re sa w a hormi t thrush, mor0 fox sparrows , 
and a flock of Oregon junc os . · 

WG at e our lunch on a l{noll cov e r ed ·.'.ri th very larg e madrones o.nd 
tanbar k oaks . Here we savv sever al bo.nd-tailcd pigeons and at l eas t 
t wo vari ed thrush e s "5ating mo.dron<:; b0rriE;s. Again 1/!G hea rd ruby
cro wned kinglet and Audubon wnrbl 0r, nnd th0n th e r ed ... brcast od 
nuth atch vrn had b G0n list ening for all morning. After lunch '-NG 

w0nt to th e 0£1.st side of th e park for a vie w of th e upp e r end of 
Sant ee Cl ar£'. Vnll ey . · Out from thc mount r,in side o. r cd,-tail cd h awk 
wns sailing and souring , nnd ns it wheeled in the sunlight the 
bright color of its tail was cle a rly visibl e i Two Western blu e 
birds were also V6ry bright in th e clenr sunlight~ Near he r ~, 
walking thr ough n red wood gr ove r.rhe:re there were lo t s of ferns, 
we he a rd chick adee s , pigmy nuthatches, and a bro wn creeper. 

By 3 o'clock we had driven down the Old Wat sonville Road and had 
stopped at the bridge over the Little Arthur Cree k for our tally . 
Of the thirty four spe cies of bird s seen wi thin the ~t; Nedonne 
:t a rk, seven vvere winter visi te.nts: red-breasted nuthatch, varied 
thrush , hermit thrush, ruby-cro wned kinglet, cedHr waxwing, Audubon 
vmrbler , :::md fox sparro vr. The following is our complete t al ly: 
sharp - shinned he.wk, 1; red-tniled hnwk, · 1; Calif. · qu ail, c r..11-note; 
band-tail ed pigeon , 3 or 4; horned owl, l; red-shafted flicker, 6; 
acorn woodpecker , 12; hairy woodpecker, l; Nuttall woodpecker, l; 
Steller j ~y , 6; Ccl if. j ~y, 12; crow, 4; ch estnut -b acked chickn
de0 , 15+; bush -t it, sninll flock; red-brensted nuth a tch, l; pi gmy 
nuthatch , small fl ock; wren -tit, 4 or 5 pairs; b rorm cr e0per , 3; 
Bewi ck wren , l; robin, 2; vnried thrush, 2; hermit thrush, 2; 
W&st6rn blu6bird, 2; ruby -cro wned l{ingl0t, 3; cedo.r wnxwing, 1 7; 
nutton vireo, 2; Audubon wurbler , 3; purple finch, 12; house 
finch , 6; pin e sisk1n , 20+; green-bncked Arknnsns goldfinch , 2; 
spotted to whe e , · 2; bro vm to whee, l; Oregon junco, 50+; fox 
s p o.rrow , 20+ 

Elsie Hoeck 


