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TURKEY YUL TURE NESTLINGS 
Imagin e your elf riding on hor se back, and then udd enly, without warn

ing, from a hole in an oak not more th an six feet away, a full-grown Turk ey 
Vulture sho uld come flying pa t your head, ca u ing your hor se near ly to 
jump from und er you. Such was the experience encount ered by J. B. P ark s 
on the morning of Jun e 15, 1931, a he wa riding after cattl e in th e Mt. 
Ham:lton Rang e. Mr. Park stat ed in colorful cowbo y languag e that he was 
so st::!rtled it did not occur t o him to look into th e tree . How ever, on his 
return in the evening, he looked into the hol e and di cover ed two young 
Turkey Vultur e . 

The oak tr ee in which th e nest was located is a larg e and evid ently very 
old Valley Oak on th e Oak Ridg P. Rang e (S ec. , T. 6 S. R. 3E. M.D.) Th e 
t runk is approximately four feet in liamete r and i entirely hollow from the 
g round up to a dis tanc e of eight feet . Th e opening, ma de by the falling of 

Phot ograph by Gayle Pickwell. 

TURKEY VULTURE NESTLINGS I NEST CAVITY IN VALLEY OAK 

a huge limb, is six feet from the ground and measure s two feet across and 
fo ur from top to bottom. The nest, if such it can be called, was evidently 
any spot on the ground at the bottom of the hole, for there was no evidence 
of grass, twig s, nor any other nes ting material. 

The young Vulture s, when fir st see n on June 15, were about the size of 
a full-grown pigeon and, save their head s, were entirely covered with white 
clown. On July 15, when la st een , the y were the size of a small turkey, and 
were covered with dark brown feathers on the back, wings, and tai l, with a 
white ruff aroun d the neck and white clown on the brea st. Th ei r heads were 
black and bare. 

Th e behavior of the young birds wa extremely interesting. When we 
approached the tree the night of July 8, they hi ssed long and loud like Barn 
Owls. When they became accu stomed to our presence the hi ssing practically 
cea sed, except when they were e pecially agitated. The odor that arose after 
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the hissing was nauseating. One of the Vult ures wa s quite spunky and fre 
quently, when a sudden noise was made, spread its wings, hissed, and jumped 
six or eight inche s in an effo; ·t to strike us al'.ho ugh we were six feet above 
it. The other was less bold and cro uched und er a projection on the inside of 
the trunk. 

After many pict ures were taken of the birds in the nest, they were 
snagged by the feet with a hooked wire and taken out and placed on the 
ground. They resisted very little and made no effort to strike the per on 
holding them; in stead, one of them regurgitated large piece s of partially 
digested meat which gave a tremendously offensive odor. As soon as they 
were re leased they crawled under a log . Later they tried to crawl down 
squirrel hole s, and when they could get no .further than their heads they stood 
there quite contentedly, their heads in the ground and the remainder of 
their bodies exposed, like the proverbial ostrich. 

After a short while the young Vultures were put back into their nest in 
the hollow tree, and apparently they uffered no ill effects from their first 
appearance in public . 

HENRY G. HILL . 

SOME E TING RECORDS 
Nesting birds have an especial appeal. None of our members has time to 

hunt for nests sys tematically, but many of them have in the last three months 
been intrigued by a bird carrying a twig or a worm and have turned aside to 
find the ne t. The following list contains the more significant nesting records 
that have been report ed to us . 
Anthony Green Heron. est -building, May 17, Los Gato s, Helen Wright . 
Snowy P lover. Incubating, Apr. 25, Moss Landing, Gayle Pickwell. 
Western Mourning Dove. Incubating, Apr. 1, near San Martin, Karl Hazel 

tine. 
Red -shafte d Flicker. Incubating, Mar. 28, near San Jo e, Emily Smith . 
Nuttall Woodpecker. Young out of nest, May 23, Alum Rock Park, Audubon 

Society. 
Black Phoebe. Incubating, Mar. 7, near Los Gatos, Yvonne Champreux. 
Western Flycatcher . Nest-building, Apr . 21, Los Gatos, Glad ys Record. 
Olive- ided Flycatcher. Nest-building (in live oak), May 12, near Los Gatos, 

Emily Smith . 
Rough-winged Swallow. Young in nest , Apr. 16, Alum Rock Park, Gayl e 

Pickwell. 
Cliff Swallow. Ne st-building, Mar. 21, Silver Cr. Hill s, Audubon Society. 
Coast J ay. Young in ne st . May 23, Alum Rock Park, Audubon Society. 
Chestn ut-b acked Chickadee. e t-building, Apr. 12, Los Gatos , Glady s 

Record. 
Plain Titmouse. est -building , Feb. 26, near Los Gato , Fr eder ick Cobb. 
Bu h-tit . Fini hing n e t, Feb. 21, near San Jo se , Audubon Society . 
California Creeper. Nest-building, Apr. 4, Lak e Canyon, Emily Smith. 
Wren-tit . Young left nest, May 9, near Los Gato , Emily Smith. 
Water Ouz el. est-building, Mar. 7, and incubating, Mar. 31, Uvas Cr., 

Emily Smith; incubating in ame nest, Jun e 7, and feeding young , Jun e 
17, Gayle Pickwell. 

We tern Hou e Wr en . e t-building, Apr. 11, Lo Gato , Gladys Record. 
Western Mockingbird. Nest-building, May 14, near San Jo se, Henry Hill. 
Russet-backed Thrush. Eggs in ne st , May 23, near San Jo e, Charles Piper 

Smith. 
We tern Bluebird. 1est-building, Api·. 29, near Los Gato , Frederick Cobb. 
California Shrike. Incubating, Mar. 5, near San Jo se, J ohn Hensill. 
Western Warbling Vireo. Ne t-building, Apr. 26, near Lo Gatos, Emily 

Smith. 
Cassin Vireo. Nest-building, May 2, Los Gato s, Gladys Record. 
Lutescent Warb ler. Young left ne t, May 4, near Los Gato s, Emily Smith . 
Yellow Warbler. Young left ne t, May 25, Los Gato , Emily Smith. 
Audubon Warbler. Young being fed out of nest, May 26, Santa Cruz, Bar

bara orris. 
Yellow-throat. Young in nest, fay 14, near Alvi so, Henry Hill. 
Pileolated Warbl er. Eggs hatching, May 10 (young left nest May 19), Los 

Gato , Glady Record. 
Western Meadowlark. Incubating, Mar . 1, near Los Gatos, Emily Smith . 
Bullock Oriole. 1e t-building, Apr. 8, near Almaden, Gladys Record. 
Black-headed Gro beak. e t-building, Apr. 9, Lo Gato , Glady Record; 

incubating, Apr. 19, San Jo se, Henry Hill; 4 nests with eggs , May 23, 
near San Jo se, Charles Piper Smith. 
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California Linnet . Incubating, Mar . 15, near Los Gato s, Emily Smith; ne st 
building, July 22, Los Gatos, Glady s Record. 

California Purple Finch. Young being fed out of ne st , Jun e 20, Los Gato , 
Glady s Record. 

Green-backed Goldfinch. Young out of ne st , Apr. 17, San Jo se , Emil y Smith. 
Pine Siskin. Young out of nest, May 25, San Jo se Stat e College Campus, 

Emily Smith. 
Spotted Towh ee. Youn g left nest , Apr. 18, San Jo e, Henry Hill. 
Brown Towhee . Young in nest, Apr. 18, San Jos e, Henry Hill; ne st -building, 

June 7, Los Gato s, Glady s Record. 
Or ego n Jun co. Building second nest, May 12, near Lo Gato , Emily Smith. 

SOME MORE "FIRSTS" A 1 D "LAST " 

The Traill Flycatch er arrived in Santa Clara Valley too lat e to be in
cluded in our April list of "Fir sts ." It s odd, arresting littl e song was not 
heard along the Coyote Creek until May 14 (Gayle Pickwell). The Black
throated Gray Warbler and the Western Tanager came through the valley 
ear ly in May (May 2, Glady s Record). A pair of Tanagers were ob erved in 
Alum Rock Park, May 23, by the Audubon Society, and their behavior sug
gested ne sti ng bird s. Further evide nce that Tanagers remained to ne t is 
furni hed by Miss Record's report of a singi ng Tanager, July 16, near Los 
Gato s. 

Cedar Waxwings were by all odds the last winter visito rs to leave Santa 
Clara Vall ey. Miss Helen Wright did not see the la st of a flock that wintered 
in Los Gatos until May 22, and Dr . Pickwell reported a sma ll fl ock in San 
J ose May 26. 

REPORT OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
The Apr il meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society wa held 

on the twentieth at the San J ose State College, President Pickwell pre siding 
and sixteen member s pre sent. On propo sal of Dr. Karl Hazeltine, Mr. Henry 
G. Hill wa elected a member of the society . 

Most of the seasonal observations of bird s had to do with nesting ac
tivitie and have been report ed, for the mo st part, in "Some Nesting Record s" 
in thi s number of Th e Wr en-tit. Of especia l interest was Mr. J ohn Price' s 
report that a female Plain Titmou se had return ed this spring to the trap-nest 
in which he had banded her in 1929. Al so of interest was Mr. Hill 's observa
tion of a family of Bush-tits whose "h ouse had fa llen down over their ears," 
presumably . Th e nest wa s on the ground, wedged in betw een t erns of a 
shrub, and the parents were fe eding their well-feathered n e tlings as if 
nothing had happ ened. 

The evening' spea ker was Miss Emily Smith, who reported her ob erva
tions of nesti ng Black Swift s in Big Ba sin Stat e Redwood Park in 1927. She 
contrasted the Big Basin ne st -site behind a waterfall with the only two other 
known ite s-one a damp sea -cliff at Santa Cruz and the other a steep, dry 
rock-wall in th e High Sierra. Miss Smith tated that each of thr ee ne ts ob
served by her contained but one young bir I and that the young remained in 
the nest about five weeks; tha.t feeding was done by both parent and at 
Jong intervals . Two dawn-to-du sk watch e by Miss Smith, when the nest ling s 
were well-feathered, showed th at the par ent remained away from the nest 
all day, not returning until nightfall to "pump" food into the ir young. 

The May meeting of the society was held on the eighteenth at the San 
Jo se State College, President Pickwell presiding an d sixt een members 
present. Mr. and Mr . Guy U. Smith and Mi s Aline Brown were elected 
members of the society. 

In r espo n e to a ca ll for sea onal bird ob ervatio ns, Mi Barbara orris 
reported ob erving in Lo Gato , May 17, an Anthon y Gr een Heron napping 
off, with its beak, dead t'-'<-igs from a sycamore and carrying them to th e 
upp er branches of a liv e oak, where it fashioned them into a ne st . Mr. Henry 
G. Hill reported Cowbirds near Coyote Creek between Alvi o and Milpitas 
May 14 ; al o on that sa me day a Weste rn Mockingbird' ne t in an orchard 
between Alvi o and San Jo se. There were three other Mockingbird recor I 
for the month-two by Mr. and 1rs. Guy Smith and one by Mis s Alin e 
Brown. Dr. Charles Piper Smith told of a reliable report that had come to 
him of a Cardina l Bird inging in an orchard near Morgan Hill in ea rly fay. 

Dr. Gayle Pickwell, as speaker of the evening, showed hi film st rip, 
"Some esting Bfrds," which he had prepared for the Department of Visu a l 
In st ruction, Univer ity of California Exten sion Divi ion. A he howed hi s 
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exce llent picture s, Dr. Pickwell pointed out in tance s of protective coloration, 
of ne st-prot ectiv e reaction s on the part of parents , and of self-protective be
havior of young bird s. In conclu ion he di cu sed some of th e difficulties 
that confront the photographer of bird s. 

FIELD TRIP REPORT S 

Apri l 25 only four members of th e Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society
Mi s Emi ly Smith, lr s. Hannah Crall, Mi ·- Dorothy Hild ebrand, and Mr. 
J ohn Price-ventured out into drizzling rain to ob erve bird s in th e vicinity 
of Dumbart on Bridge . Th e part y drove across the Bridge from the Palo Alto 
side, makin g fr equent stop s for observation . On the east side of the bridg e 
they walked out on the levee to the Blu e Lantern Duck Club Hou e. Myriads 
of mall flie on the mud f lat had attracted gr eat number s of birds-P ipi t 
and Brewer Blackbird s as well as shor ebird s. Tw enty- eight species of bird 
were listed during th e thr ee hour s spent at th e Bri dge. E specia lly th r illing 
was a flock of at la st fifty Avocets , in full br eeding plumag e, stalking abo ut 
in hallow water. The fo llowing bir ds mad e up the Ji t: Ear ed Gr ebe, 4 ; 
Whit e Pelican, 7; California Blue Heron, 9; Black-crown ed ight Hero n, 1; 
Surf Scote r, 1; California Clapper Rail, 4; Semipalmated Plov er , 30; Bla ck
bellied Plover, 25; Hud sonian Cur lew, 60; Great er Yellow-legs, 3; Least 
Sandpip er, severa l; Red-ba cked Sandpip er , many; Long-bill ed Dowitch er , 30; 
'Weste rn Sandpip er, num ero us ; Avocet , 50; orthern Phalarope, many; Cali
fornia and Ring-bill ed Gull , evera l; Bonaparte Gull, 3; For ster Tern, 8 ; 
Barn Swallow, severa l; Cliff Swall ow, many; Pipit, many; Wes tern Mea dow
lark, 3; Brewer Blackbir d, 12; Ca lifornia Linnet, 8; Bryant Savannah Spar
row, 2; Salt Mar sh Song Sparrow, 6. 

The May field trip, on th e 23rd, took the form of a bird-n e t hunt in 
Alum Rock Park und er the leaders hip of Dr. Charle s Piper Smith. Ther e 
wa s a bri sk south wind and the sky was partly overcast . The party ap
proached the park through Berrye a in hop e of finding a Mockingbird ne st 
in an orchard on the !ladder Road. Th e pair of bird were there and the male 
wa inging exubera ntly, but a ne st could not be found. Within the park the 
We tern Hou se Wr en wa s t he mo st actively nesti ng bird; six of th eir nes ts 
were locat ed in hole s in syca mor e and oaks by the rack et the ne tli11gs 
mad e while being fed. Per hap s the day's mo t int eres ting f'.nd was a nest 
overflowing with four fledgling Coa t J ays. 

While ne st -hunting within the park along the mostly dry Penitencia 
Creek the following 47 species of bird s were Ii t ed; West ern Red-tailed 
Hawk, 2; California Quail, 1 covey; We ste rn Mourning Dove, 1; Screech Owl, 
1; Anna Hummingbird, 1; Allen Hummingbird, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, 4; 
Downy Woodpeck er, 1; uttall Woodpeck er, 2; Ash-throated Flycatcher, 1; 
Black Phoebe, 7; Western Flycatcher, 4; Western Wood Pewee, 2; Olive
sided Flycatcher, 1; Violet-green Swallow, 6; Rough-winged Swallow, 2; 
Cliff Swallow, several; Coa t Jay, 8; California J ay, 3; Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, 2 families; Plain Titmouse, 1; Bush-tit, 1 family and 2 small 
flocks; Slender-billed Nuthatch, 1; Wren-tit, 1 family and 1 inging bird; 
Western House Wren, at least 6 pairs of nest ing bird ; California Thrasher, 
1; Rus set-backed Thrush, 1; Western Bluebird, 2; Western Warbling Vireo, 
7; Cassin Vireo, 1; Hutton Vireo, 1; Lute cent Warbl er, 3; Yellow Warbler, 
3; Long-tail ed Chat, 1; Bullock Oriole, 1; Western Tanager, pair; Black
headed Gro sbeak, 3 and several young out of nest; Lazuli Bunting, 1; Cali
fornia Purple Finch, 1; California Linnet, severa l; Green-backed Goldfinch, 
several; Spotted Towh ee, 4; Brown Towhee, 2; Rufous-crowned Sparrow, 
pair; Oregon Junco, severa l; Song Sparrow, 2. 
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