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NEST-PROTECTIVE REACTIONS OF THE 
BLACK-NECKED STILT 

That pecu liar combination of marshes an d al ka line desert tretche in 
the vicinity of Lo Bano , ha., provi led for an a ociat ion of bird s as dis
ti nct ive and peculiar as the region they inhabi t. Of the e bird none i. more 
noticeable than the Black-n ecked Sti lt. And but a few moment of ob erva 
tion will se rve to point out that the con picuousness of the Sti lt, it s clamor 
ou crie , it amazi ng behavior, are all directed to one end-the protection 
of ne st or youn o·. 

Lik e plov ers, the Black-necked Stilt de ert. it nest upon the di tant 
approac h of an intr uder. And agai n like the plovers, this first reaction, thi 
aba ndonment, will be accompanied by no ound from the incubating bird. 

Pho to~rnrh by Gnyle Pickwell. 

r EST OF BLACK- 'ECKED STILT 

Th e egg of the Stilt are, of cour~e, very protectively mar ked and the ir 
colors serve as protection. 

Should the intruder continue to approach, the behavior of the Stilt will 
ta ke on a totally different a pect . Now it gets into the air and flies toward 
the invading object the while it shrie ks "quit, quit, quit." Killdeer may g ive 
a imilar reaction if they have young, but the Stilts do it wh en they are still 
inc ubating. Thi i one pha . e of a di traction di play . 

The third reaction of the Stilt i a di tre imulatio n. Near ly every 
bird which exhibits di stress simulation has a disti nctive method in its ex-
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pression. The Stilt is no exception. If the intruder is too near the eggs, it 
stand on it s preposterously long legs and beats it s wings up and down in a 
persistent and determined "I'm about to die" manner. Tihis is again a dis
traction display, a display .to distract from the ne st the enemy that threat
ens. In its expression the Stilt reaches the pinnacle of all ne st-p rotective 
behavior . 

GAYLE PICKWELL . 

THE PASSI G OF THE BOATHOUSE 

In one of the old sloughs at Warm Springs, a slough that meanders 
through the salicornia mar shes from the deeper waters of San Franci sco 
Bay, a slough that carries remini cences of bygone shipping dreams, there 
wa s mired an old boathouse. It wa s home to scores of Cliff Swallows and 
dozen of Barn Swallow s, and even Black Phoebe s and Linnet s came to it to 
ne st (see The Wren-tit for January, 1929). Cla ss es of ornithology st udent s 
and member of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society made yearly pil
grimag es to count the amazing number of it s bird inhabitants . Now it is 
gone. 

Itinerant Mexican pea picker s, driven from their usua l road side camps, 
took up their abode on the fringe of the marshe s . Hither and yon they 
scouted for fir ewood, discovered the abandoned boathou se and levelled it 
away, down to the mud. which had long submerged its shallow keel. 

Now some score s of Cliff Swallow s and some dozen s of Barn Swallow 
mu st find new hom e site s ; and home site s in the mar shes are few . 

FIRST 1931 DATES FOR SUMMER RESIDE r T AN D MIGRANTS 
IN A TA CLARA VALLEY 

These date s, put down in chronological order, have been gathered, for 
the mo st part, from the journals of Miss Glady s Record (G. R.), Miss Emily 
Smith (E. S.), and Dr. Gayle B. Pickwell (G. B. P.). 
All en Hummingbi rd. 1, F eb. 7, Los Gato s, E. S.; common, Feb. 22, Los 

Gatos , E. S. 
Turkey Vulture. 1, F eb. 22, Los Gato 3, E. S.; 3 pair s, Mar. 21, Silver Cr . 

Hills, Audubon Society. 
Lut escent Warbler . 1, Feb. 28, Woodwardia, E. S.; common, Mar . 8, Los 

Gatos, E. S. 
Violet-green Swallow. Many, Mar. 9, Los Gato s, E. S. 
We stern Mourning Dove. 1, Mar. 13, Los Gat os, E . S. 
Lawr ence Goldfinch. Several, Mar. 14, Los Alto s, Yvonne Champreux; pair, 

Mar. 21, San Felipe Hills, E. S. 
Pileolated Warbler. 1, Mar. 17, Los Gato s, E . S.; several, Mar. 31, Uvas 

Canyon, E. S. 
Western Flycatcher . 1, Mar. 19, Los Gato s, E. S.; common, Mar. 28, Los 

Gat os, E . S. 
We stern Wm·bling Vireo. 1, Mar. 19, Los Gatos, E. S.; common, Mar. 28, 

Los Gato s, E. S.; seve ral, Mar. 27, San Jos e, G. B. P. 
Cliff Swallow. Many, Mar. 21, Silver Cr. Hill s, Audubon Society . 
Bullock Oriole. 1, Mar. 27, Los Gato s, E. S.; 1, Apr. 4, San Jose, G. B. P. 
Barn Swallow. Several, Mar. 28, Los Gatos, E. S. 
Western Hou se Wren . 1, Mar. 28, Gua da lupe Mine, E. S.; common, Apr. 6, 

Los Gato s, G. R. 
Anthony Green Heron . 1, Apr . 1, San Jo se State College Campus, G. B. P. 
We stern Gra sshopper Sparrow. 1, Apr. 1, Mt. Hamilton foothill s, G. B. P. 
Blackhead ed Gro sbeak. 1, Apr . 3, Los Gato s, E. S.; common, Apr. 15, Los 

Gato s, E. S.; 1, Apr. 5, San J ose, G. B. P. 
Yellow Warbler. 1, Apr. 6, San Jo se , G. B. P.; 1, Apr. 8, Los Gato s, E. S. ; 

common, Apr. 14, San Jo se, E. S. 
Cassin Vireo. 1, Apr. 8, Los Gato s, E. S. 
Texa s 1ighthawk. 2 pair s, Apr. 10, Coyote Cr. outh of San Jos e, E. S. 
We stern Kingbird. 1, Apr. 11, Silver Cr. Hill s, G. B. P. 
Ash-throated Flycatcher. 1, Apr. 11, Silver Cr. Hill s, G. B. P . 
We stern Chipping Sparrow. 2, Apr. 11, Los Gatos, E. S. 
Ru sset-backed Thrush. 1, Apr. 12, Los Gat os, G. R. 
We stern Wood Pewee. 1, Apr. 16, Alum Rock Park, G. B. P .; 1, Apr . 21, 

San Jo se , G. B. P.; 1, Apr. 20, Los Gato s, E. S.; common, Apr. 27, Lo~ 
Gato s, E . S. 
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Rough-winged Swallow . Pair, Apr. 16, Alum Roc k Park, G. B. P. 
Laz uli Bunting . 1, Apr. 16, Alum Rock Park, G. B. P. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher. 1, Apr . 18, Lo Gatos, G. R. 
Long-tailed Chat. 2 or 3, Apr. 19, San J ose, Henry G. Hi ll. 
Western Tanager. 1, Apr. 2 , Los Gatos, E. S. 

SO ME LAST DATES FO R WI TE R VI SIT ORS 

In the journals from which we g leaned the "first dates" we find a few 
"last date s" for winter vi itor in our valley . 
Varied Thrush. 1, far. 26, Lo Ga-tos, E. S. 
Hermit Thrush . 1, Mar. 21, Silver Cr. Hills, Aud ubon Society; 1, Mar. 31, 

Uvas Canyon, E. S. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Several, Mar. 31, Uvas Canyon, E . S. 
Audubon Warbler. Several, Apr. 11, Los Gato s, E. S. 
Weste rn Savannah Sparrow. umerou s, far. 21, Silver Cr. Hills, Audubon 

Society; many, Apr . 11, Silver Cr. Hill s, G. B. P. 
We tern Robin . Large flocks, Mar. 27, Lo Gato , E. S.; small f lock, Apr. 

17, Los Gatos, E. S. 
Golden-crowned Sparrow . Small flock , Apr. 17, Los Gato s, E. S.; everal, 

Apr. 21, San Jo" e, G. B. P. 
White-crowned Sparrow. Small flock, Apr. 14, Los Gato s, E. S.; everal, 

Apr. 21, San Jo se , G. B. P. 
Pipit. Many, Apr. 25, Dumbarton Bridge, Audubon Society. 
Cedar Waxwing. Flock s common throughout April in Los Gato and San 

J o e, E. S. and G. B. P. 

REPORTS OF REG LAR MO THL Y MEETI G 
The Fe bru ary meetin g of the Santa Clara Valley Aud ubon Society was 

held on the 16th, Pre side nt Pickwell pre siding and twenty - ix members 
present. In respon se to a letter from Dr. Raymond Hall, the society went on 
record as opposed to the ten -year program for the eradication of predatory 
animal by federal agencies, as defeating the cau se of con ervation. 

Mr. J ohn Price, as speaker of the evening , pre ented some of the res ults 
of his st udy of California Quail on the Stanford Campus, showi ng that Quail 
dur ing the winter form definite flocks and remain in definite territories, with 
little interchange of individ uals; and that in the spring , altho ugh there is 
some changing from one floc k to another and not infreq uent ne sting out ide 
t he winter range, till about half of the flock continue to roo st in the usual 
trees. 

At the Ma rch mee tin g, on the 16th, the re wa a large attendance to hear 
Dr . Joseph Grinne ll discu s " Changing Condition of Bird Life." After a 
sta tement of the req uirements of birds and a brief disc uss ion of their very 
narrow range of adaptation in the se requirements, Dr. Grinnell, with telling 
illu tration , carefully developed his thesi that man-wrought processes, 
such as cultivation of the land and reforestation, wipe out existing bird 
"niches" and create new ones, thereby bringing about changes in bird 
pop ulation. In conclu sion Dr. Grinnell argued that witho ut the provisio n of 
suitable niche s bird life can not be succe fully encouraged. 

FIELD TRIP RE PORTS 
Fe bruary 21 fifteen member s of the Santa Clara Valley Aud ubon 

Society, under the leaders hip of Dr. Pickwell, drove out to the Almaden 
Mines and on up the canyon to Twin Creeks. Many tops were made all 
along the way and there were a few hort walks afield. The day wa s cloud
less and mild, with almost no wind. Of the forty specie s of birds Ii ted a 
µair of apparent ly mated Water Ouzel s near Twin Creeks were the most 
intriguing. 

Bird observed along the Almaden Rd . ( paved road that skirts the now 
unsea onably dry Guadalupe Cr. and runs between orchard , vineyards, and 
fields with scattered oaks) : Desert Sparrow Hawk, ; Killdeer, several; 
We stern Mourning Dove, 1; Anna Hummingbird, 2; Red-shafted Flic ker, 4; 
California Woodpecker, seve ral; Red -breasted Saps ucker, •1; California 
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Horned Lark, pair; California J ay, 2; We tern Crow, 1; Plain Titmou se, 5; 
Bush-tit, pair; Bewick Wren, 2; Western Robin, 3 large flocks; Hermit 
Thru sh, 1; We ste rn Bluebird, everal ; Pipit, 6; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; 
Californ ia Shri ke, 1; Hutton Vireo, 1; Audubon Warbler, everal; We tern 
Meadowlark, many; Brewer Blackbird, evera l mall flock ; California 
Purple Finch, 2; California Linn et, several; Green-backed Goldfinch, large 
flock; Spotted Towhee, 3; Brown Towhee, 2; Or ego n Junco, mall flock; 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, everal; Whit e-crowned Sparrow, large f lock; 
Song Sparrow, 3. 

In the Almaden Canyon (a narrow, north- south canyon of the permanent 
Alamito s Cr., with chaparral on the slopes above and al o ome gras land 
and scattered oa k ) : Weste rn Red-tail ed Hawk, 2; Desert Sparrow Hawk, 1; 
An na Hummingbird, 2; Red-shaft ed Flicker, 7; Blac k Phoebe, 3; Coa t 
Steller J ay, 1 ; California J ay, 5; Chest nut-b acked Chickadee, small flock; 
Plain Titmou e, 3; Bush -tit, scattered pair and 3 mall floc k ; Wren-tit, 3; 
Water Ouzel, pair; Bewick Wren, 1; We tern Robin, floc k of 100; Hermit 
Thru sh, 2; Western Blueb ird, 11; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 6; Hutton Vireo, 7; 
Audub on Warb ler, 12; Brewer Blackbird, f lock of 20 ; California Purple 
Finch, 3; California Linnet, severa l; Pin e Siskin, Wi llow Goldfinch, and 
Green-backed Goldfinch, mixed flock of 50 ; Spotted Towhee, 6; Or egon 
J unco, 2 large flocks; Whit e-crown ed Sparrow, 2 larg e flocks; Song Spar-
row, 7. , 

March 21 six membe r. of the ociety un der the leader hip of Dr. 
Charle Piper Smith pent the morning ex ploring the Silver Creek Hill . 
The day began in a fog, but befor e mid -morning the sky was clea r and th e 
air mild. The Hill s are low and rolling; rnugh in place s wit h di integrating 
se rpentine rock, but gra ss -covered for the mo t part and given over t o 
grazing . In t,he depre . ion oaks and bru h provid e retreat for bird s. 

Forty-one specie of bird were listed. A medley of bir d songs in one 
small ak grove showe d a mingling of both umm er and wint er vi itor with 
res ident bird s: Lut e. c nt and Audubon Warbl er. , Ruby-crown ed Kinglet, 
Junc o, Hutton Vireo, Bewick Wr en, Titmou se, and Gr een-back ed Goldfinch , 
all singing with gu sto . 

Bird ob erved along the King Road, approaching th e HilL (a paved 
road that border s an aviation fi eld and. then pa e bet\,· en orc hard s and 
negl ecte d weed y fields): Red-shafted Fli cker, 1; Califor ni a Horn ed Lark, 
pair; Pipit, 8; Wes tern Mea dowlark, many; Red-wing ed Blackbird , 30; 
Br ewer Blackbird, everal pair and small grnup ; Ca lifo rni a Linn et, many; 
Savannah Sparrnw, many; We te rn Lark Sparrnw, l; Wh ite-crnwned par
row, many. 

On Silver Creek Hill : Turk ey Vultur e, 4; Western Red-ta iled Hawk , 2; 
Des ert Sparrnw Hawk, 1; Killd eer , 1; Weste rn Mourning Dove, 2; Ann a 
Hummingbird, l; Red-shafted Flicker, 11; California Woodpecker, 1; 1ut
ta ll Woodpecker, 1; California Horned Lark, several scatt ered pair , ; Violet
green Swallow, 3; Cliff Swallow, 2 colonie ; California Jay, 2; Yell ow
billed Magpi e, 14 ; Western Crnw, 6; Plain Titmou se, ; Bu h-tit, 2 pair ; 
Slen der-billed Nuthatch, l; Wren-tit, 1; Bewick Wren, 6; Rock Wren, 5; 
Wes tern Robin, 50; H ermit Thru h, 1; We tern Blu ebird, ; Ruby-crown ed 
Kinglet, 6; Pipit, large flock; Hutton Vireo, 3; Lut e cent Warbl er , 3; 
Audubon Warbler, 9; Western [eadowlark, many; California Linn et, many ; 
Gr en-bac ked Goldfinch, 12; Spotted - Towh ee, 2; Brnwn Towh ee, 4; Western 
Lark parrow, many; Oregon Junc o, 2 flock s ; Golden-crown ed pan-ow, 2; 
Whit e-crnwned Sparrow, mall flock. 
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