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LATE NESTING AND PUZZLING BEHAVIOR 

OF THE CALIFORNIA WOODPECKER 

Squealy, young-bird note s, as lat e as October 3, was a matter for in
vestigation . They led u s to a large willow beside a little creek just behind 
the Grammar School in Los Gatos. There, although the summer was well 
gone, we found California Woodpeckers still busy feeding nestlings . 

La t May the schoo l children had discovered two families of these 
Woodpeckers occupying holes in separate branches of an old, battered willow; 
and before schoo l closed, ear ly in Jun e, at the entrance of each hole a lusty, 
fully-feathered young bird had been ·seen sticking its head out. 

It was from one of these hole that the note -- of Octob er 3 were coming . 
A ne tling wa s at the entrance, its shoulders big enough to fill the round 
opening when it thrust its head forth. That the young bird r epresented a 
third brood, we could only gue ss , for no observations of this nesting sit e had 
been made during the vacation months. 

The behavior of half a dozen adult bird s in the vicinity of this ne t gave 
us much more to guess abo ut . All of these seemed interested in the one nest, 
coming and going in a group . When they returned from a foraging trip 
they made the willow and neighboring oaks noisy with their concern, each 
bird repeatedly screaching kraa-lw, with a sidewi e and downward sweep 
of it s head. We watched three return of this puzzling group of parents and 
see mingly would-be-parent s. Each time there wa flying about and har sh 
calling in the tr ees, before an adult bird would go to the nest. Our presence 
near the hom e willow was not the whole cause for the loudly expressed con
cern , for when we were back in the schoo l house we heard at intervals a 
r acket of haa-!ta's . or was animosity toward each other on part of the 
bi rds an evident cau e, for we saw no chasing nor fighting. 

We observed six feedings in all, each very brief, a squea lin g, straining 
ne tling at the entrance getting the tidbit. On the first observed return of 
the birds there were two feeding ; but becau·se of the difficulty of keeping 
account of six or more nervous bird at once, we could not be sure that two 
different birds did the feeding. The second time there was only one feeding, 
although two other bird followed the feeding bird to the dead tub where 
t.he nest was. The third time there were three feedings, and that time, by 
dividing between us the task of watching the birds, we managed to be sure 
th at three birds were involved. 

October 6 the young birds were out of the hole. We locat ed two of 
th em, in different trees, still exciting the solicitude of severa l adult birds. 
But as to how many such birds there were, or how many were feeding young , 
we could not tell for the young bird s were too cattered. 

That three adu lt s were feeding these young there is no doubt, and from 
thi s evidence we can not refrain from doing some ,guessing as to the r easo ns. 
Were ome of th e apparently solicitou s birds young of the year st ill follow
ing their parents and imitatting to the extent of feedi ng young? Or was 
th e third feeding bird the neighbor of la st May st ill feeling the urge to feed? 
Or is communism possible among California Woodp ecker s? 

HELEN WRIGHT and EM IL Y SMITH. 
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LAST DATES FOR SUMMER RE SIDENTS AN D MIGRANTS 
Species Date and Place Observer 
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Wester n Mournin g Do ve , m any ................. Aug . 30 , near A lviso ............. ................... Audu bon Socie ty 
Texas Nig hthaw k, 1-. ....••.•........ .... ...... ..•.....•••. Sep t. 17, near Los Gatos .......... .......... Yvonne Cham pre ux 
All en H ummi ng bir d, 1.. ....... ... ... ... ........... .... . -A ug. 30, Alum Rock Ca nyon ................ Audubon Societ y 
W estern F lycatc her .................. ..................... Aug . 2 , H a ll 's Va lley ............................... . Gay le Pi ckw ell 

gi~itir~~::!~:;p:~i:::::~;;;::::::;:;;;;;:;;;;;:; f ~~;; 4;:~al;? 0if ~~~~~~~::::~~;;;;;:;~;~~:~~~:~~~~~~:::~~~~Ii~r~ l~1m 
Barn Swa llow and 
Cliff Swa llow, mi xed flo ck ........................... Sep t . 17 , Dum bar ton Brid ge .................... ...... Emil y Smi th 
Ru sset- bac ked Th r ush , 1.. ... ....... ......... .......... Sep t. 19, Los Gatos ............... ................ ....... Gladys Reco rd 
Western Wa rbli ng Vir eo, 1.. .............. ... ...... Aug . 30 , Coyote Creek. ........................... Au du bon Societ y 
Yellow Wa r bler, 3 ..................... ...................... Oct. 4, San J ose ......... ....................................... Emil y Smi th 
Bl ac k-thi-oate d Gra y W arbl er , l.. ....... ........ Oct. 4, Sa n J ose .......................... ...................... Em ily Smi th 
Pil eola ted W ar ble r , 1.. ........ ............... .... ........ Sep t . 19, Los Gat os ........................... ........... Glady s Recor d 
Pil eola ted W a rbl er , 1.. ....... .......... ...... .. ...... .... Oct . 15, Los Gatos ....... .................................. ... Emil y Smith 
Weste rn Tan age 1·, 1.. ................... .... .............. Sept . 13, Los Gatos ................ .......... ................ Emil y Smith 
W es tern Tana ger , 1. .............. ..................... ... Oct . 3, A lum Rock Ca nyon ............ ............ Gay le Pi ckwe ll 

:~:~~~e~~f dr~~b~~k···.-.-.-.-:.-::.-:::.-:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-:.-.-.-.-::.-.-.-.-1~!: ~4, SS~n J J~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 8:~:: ;\~t::J: 
FIRST DATE S FOR. WINTER VISITORS AND MIGRANTS 

Species Date and Place Obse rver 
Semi- pa lmat ed Plo ver ......... ............... ........... July 19, Alvi so ............... ............................... Gayle Pi ck well 
Black -bellied Plover ..................... .................. Jul y 19, A lviso ............................ .................. Gay le Pi ckwe ll 
~~ ::~ ,?~a ~i1~~1~ : .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.·.·.·:::JJuullyy 19, Al viso ................. ............................. Gay le Pi ckwe ll 19, • A lviso .............. ....... ...... ................... Gay le Pi ckw ell 
Least Sand piper ............... .................... .......... J u ly 19, A lviso ................ .............................. Gay le Pi ckw ell 
Lon g-billed Dowi tcher .......................... ......... J u ly 19, Al viso ........................... ................... Gay le Pi ckw e)l 
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17, Dum barto n Bridge .................... ...... Emily Smith 

Whi te-cr owned Spa rr ow, flo ck ........ ........... Sept. 19, Alum Rock Cany on ................ Willi a m La nde ls 
Weste rn Robin, 7 .............. ............................. Sept. 21, Los Ga tos· ............ .......................... Gladys Record 
Whi te-cr o\Vned Sparr ow , flo ck ................. Sept . 24 , Los Gatos ....................................... ... Emily Smit h 
Gold en- cr owned Span- ow , fl ock ................. Sept. 25 , Los Gatos .......................................... Emil y Smi th 
Red-b reasted Saps ucker , 1.. ..... ...................... Sept . 27, Mt. Ham ilton Rd ............. ........ A udub on Socie ty 
Au dub on W ar bler, 7 ..................... .................. Sept. 27 , Mt . Hamil ton )ld .................... . Au dubo n Society 
Sava nn ah Spa r row, severa l ...................... ... Sept. 27, Mt. H am il ton Rd ..................... Audubo n So,ciety 
Gambe l Whi te-c rown ed Spar row, flo ck ... Sept. 27, H a ll' s Va lley ................... ......... Audubo n S9eiety 
Audu bon Wa,· bler ......... .................................. Sept . 28, A lum Rock Ca nyon ................ W i lliam Land els 

l~\l~t~~:~i.Ii~f iilllt tl:1:))/-/-t \;J;f !fii~ 
Cedar Waxwing, fl ock ............................. .... Oct. 15, Sa n J ose ................................ Yvonne Cha mpre ux 
Fox Sparrow , 1 ............ .......... ............. ......... _Oct. 15, Los Gatos .................................... Caro lin e Clement 

Victoria Gillme i-.ster, Gladys Record, Emily Smith, Gay le Pickwell, and 
oth ers report seeing th e Wes tern Mockingbird in San J ose , Los Gato s, and 
War m Spr ing s during October. It would see m as if Mockingbird s were be
coming regul ar wint er visitor s to Sant a Clara Vall ey. 

E mil y Smith re por t th a t in th e vicini ty of Los Gato s t he Golden-c rown ed 
and Whit e-cro wn ed Sparrows have been common since th e fir st da y th ey were 
ohserv ed; Ruby-crown ed Kinglet s ra th er common since Oct. 7; Audubon 
Warbl er s qui te num erou s since Oct . 10; an d Her mit Thru shes in usual num
ber s since Oct. 16. Onl y a f ew Robin s ha ve been not ed here and th ere in the 
va lley, althou gh small flo cks have been r eport ed from th e Santa Cruz Mt s. 

REPORTS OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETI GS 
The Sant a Clara Valley Audubon Society met Sept emb er 22, aft er a three 

month r ecess , again in Room 17 in th e San J ose Stat e College, Dr . Pickwell 
pres iding . Th e eve ning wa s gi ven over to an exchang e by membe rs of th eir 
exp eri ences with bird during th e summ er months . Of special int eres t was 
Dr . Pick well' s repor t of seeing Dwar f Cowbird s near Coyote Cre ek between 
Alviso and Milpita s on July 8 and 19; an Arizona Hooded Oriol e near his 
home on South !)th St . in San Jo se , J uly 21, the latter record probably being 
the fir st for this vall ey. Dr. Charle s Piper Smith trac ed the route he followed 
through Europe thi s la st summ er, and relat ed a few of the high spots in his 
bird exper ienc es . 

The regular Oct ober meeting wa s he ld on the 20th, Dr . Pickwell pre sid-
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ing. . The meeting was devoted in part to annual reports and the election of 
o~ficers for the new year . After the business meeting a short round-table 
discussion of shore-birds was held in anticipation of a field trip to st udy 
shore -bird 'S the following Saturday. Miss Emily Smith described the be
havior of Sanderlings she observed near Santa Cruz, and of a Wandering 
Tattler at Dumbarton Bridge. Dr . Pickwell brought up the question of the 
possible partial or complete reversal of parental instincts in shore -birds, and 
related his experiences with Killdeers that proved two incubating birds to be 
males and the females probably not very ·solicitou s pa1·ents. Other interest
ing observations rounded out a full evening. 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS 
Three field trips have been taken this fall, each und er the leader ship of 

Dr. Gayle Pickwell and Miss Emily Smith. A ugust 30 the Alviso sa lt 
m!\-rshes and Alum Rock Canyon were visited, both rather briefly. The clay 
was clear, very warm, and almost windles ·s. A party of six went by auto
mog,ile first to the marshes, stopping several times along the way; then to 
ti,,[ Canyon, with a short stop at the Coyote Cr. bridge between Alviso and 
lh11pitas . 56 species and sub species of birds were listed, 7 of them summer 
residents 011 migrants. In our lists this month an attempt has been made to 
indicate in some measure the numbers of individuals seen. When exact num
bers could not be given, the terms "numerous," "many," and "several" have 
been used to show comparative numbers. To save space the three terms have 
been abbreviated as follows: num., m., sev. 

Birds observed along the San Jo se-A lviso Rd . (weedy roadside ditches, 
orchards, truck gardens, open fields): Turkey Vulture, at least 25; 
White -tailed Kite, 2; Desert Sparrow Hawk, 1; Western Mourning Dove, 
m.; California Shrike, sev. ; Western Meadowlark, sev .; Brewer Black
bird, sev .; Linn et, sev.; Willow Goldfinch, sma ll flock; Green-backed 
Goldfinch, ·sev. ; Song Sparrow, m . 
Short way into salt marches at Alviso (wide stretches of marshland, with 
sloughs and mudflats): California Blue Heron, 1; Marsh Hawk, 2; Cali
fornia Quail, sev.; California Clapper Rail, 1; Killdeer, sev . ; Black
bellied Plover, 5; Hudsonian Curlew, 8; Least Sandpiper, num.; Long
billed Dowitcher, 5; Western Sandpiper, 111.; Western Belted Kingfisher, 
1; Violet-green Swallow, 25; Western Meadowlark, 1; Savannah Sparrow, 
·sev. 
At Coyote Cr. bridge on Alviso-Milpitas Rd. (stagnant pools, copses, and 
tall cottonwoods): Turkey Vulture, 1; Black Phoebe, 1; Western Fly
catcher, 1; Violet-gre en Swallow, sev.; Russet-backed Thrush, 1; Western 
Warbling Vireo, 1; Yellow Warbler, 2; Yellow-throat, sev.; Pileolated 
Warbler, 1; Linnet, sev .; Willow Goldfinch, 3; Song Sparrow, 2. 
In Alum Rock Canyon (picnic grounds beside permanent stream, fringed 
with ·sycamores, alder , and maples; a mile or so up road on south -facing 
slope, into bru shy country): Turkey Vulture, 8 ; Western Red-tailed 
Hawk, 2; Swainson Hawk, 1; Golden Eagle, 1; Desert Sparrow Hawk, 1; 
California Quilai, sev.; White-throated Swift, 1; Anna Hummingbird, 1; 
Allen Hummingbird, 1; Willow Woodpecker, 1; Nuttall Woodpecker, 1; 
California Woodpecker, sev.; Red-shafted Flicker, 3; Black Phoebe, 1; 
Western Flycatcher, 1; Stellar Jay, m.; California J ay, sev .; Plain Tit
mouse, 2; Chestnut-backed Chickadee, mall flock; Bush-tit, 2 flocks; 
Slender-billed Nuthatch, 2; Wren-tit, sev.; Water Ouzel, 1; Bewick 
Wren, sev.; California Thrasher, 2; Western Bluebird, small flock; Lin
net, sev.; Green -backed Goldfinch, sev.; Spotted Towhee, 2; Brown Tow
hee, 2; Rufous-crowned Sparrow, 2; Oregon Junco , small flock. 
September 27 eleven members took an all-day auto trip up the Mt. 

Hamilton Rd. to Hall's Valley and Smith Creek. Many stops were made 
a long the way , The day was again clear and warm, with almost no wind. 
The bird list totaled 41 species and subspecies . Of especial interest was a 
Mockingbird singing · persistently near Hall's Valley; and in the valley itself 
a flock of at least fifty Magpies on the ground, the handsome fellows con
stantly risi ng and gliding over their companion ·s to more advantageous 
points. 

Birds observed on the southwest slope of the foothills bordering Santa 
Clara Valley (steep, grassy, all dry and brown, with some sagebrush and 
occasional oaks): Western Red-tailed Hawk, at lea'St 4; Desert Sparrow 
Hawk, 2; Anna Hummingbird, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, sev.; Red-breasted 
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Sap suck er, 1; California Horned Lark, sev. ; California Jay, sev.; Plain 
Titmou se, sev.; West ern Bluebird, flock of 10; California Shrik e, 1; 
Audubon Warbl er , l; Western Meadowlark, sev. ; Brewer Blackbird, flock 
of 20; Linn et, sev.; Green-backed Goldfinch, sev.; Brown Towhee, 2; 
Savannah Sparrow , sev. ; Rufou s-crow ned Sparrow, 1; White-crowned 
Sparrow, sma ll flock. 
In Hall' s Valley and on bord eri ng hill side s (valley fl a t and half a mile 
wid e, given over to orchards and meadow-land; hill s to west belted with 
black oak, turning gold en-brown; tho se to east brown with dry gra sses; 
sea med with oaks, laur el, and maple in gullies) : Turk ey Vultur e, 5; 
Western Red-tailed Hawk, 14 ; Deser t Sparrow Hawk, 1; California 
Quail, 3 coveys; Anna Hummingbird, 4 ; Red-shafted Flicker, sev.; Cali
fornia Woodpecker, 2 sma ll flocks; Nuttall Woodpecker, 2; Stellar Ja y, 
sev.; California J ay, sev. ; Yellow -bill ed Magpie, flock of at least 50; 
Western Crow, fl ock of at least 20 ; P lain Titmou se, sev. ; Bush-tit, 3 
flocks; Slende r-bill ed Nuthatch, 3; Wr en- tit, sev .; Bewick Wr en, 2; 
Western Mockingbird, 1; Californi a Thra sher , 2; West ern Bluebird, 
·small flock ; Hutt on Vireo, 2; Audubon Warbler, 6; West ern Meadow
lark, sev .; Lin net and Green -ba cked Goldfinch, mixed flock, and sev . 
scatered ; Spotted Towhee, sev. ; Brown Towh ee, at least 5 pair s; Western 
Lark Sparrow, sma ll ' ilock; Orego n Jun co, 3 sma ll flock s ; Golden
crowned Spa r r.ow, 3 ; Gambel White-crowned Sparr ow, 2 flocks; Whit e
crowned Sparrow ( Puget Sound ? ) , sma ll fl ock. 
At Smith Creek bridge (permanent stream fringed with alder , willow, 
and black cottonwood) : West ern Belted Kingfisher, 1; California Wood
pecker, sev.; Black Phoebe, 1; Steller J ay , 3; Plain Titmouse, 1; Slender
bill ed Nuthatch, 1; We·stern Bluebird, sev . ; Linnet and Green-bac ked 
Goldfinch, mixed flock; Spotted Towhee, 1; Song Sparrow, 1. 
October 25 a shor t morning was spent by 7 members on the levees to the 

south and east of Dumbartan Bridge. On the way to the bridge a short de
t our was made from the highway at Warm Spring s into the dry fie lds back 
of the town. The day was mild and very clear, wit h a steady wind down the 
ba y. 37 species and sub--pecies were listed. The thr ill of the morning was 
th e sight of countl ess shore-birds in the air at once, started up by a lone 
Pig eon Hawk. 

Birds observed at Warm Springs (roadside brush and cottonwoods , dry 
fields, ·-mall orchard, sma ll truck garden) : Desert Sparrow Hawk, 1; 
Red- hafted F licker, 1; Say Phoebe, 1; California Horned Lark, sev.; 
Western Mockingbird, 1; California Shrike, 3; Audubon Warbler, 2; 
Western Meadowlark, flock of probably 100; Brewer Blackbird, sev.; 
Lin net, small flock; Willow Goldfinch, flock of about 50; Green -back ed 
Goldfinch, 2; Gambel White -crowned Sparrow , large flock. 
At Dumbarton Bridge (dirt levees bord eri ng sloughs and open squares 
of shallow water; myriad of small flie s on bridge road, muddy sides of 
levees , even on surfac e of sha llower water): Eared Grebe, 30; Cali
fornia Blue Heron, 3; Black-crowned Night Heron, 8; Lesser Scaup, 24 ; 
Western Red-tail ed Hawk, 3; Pigeon Hawk, 1; California Clapper Rai l, 
2; Killdeer , sev.; Black-bellied Plover, m.; Hud sonian Curl ew, 3 ; Western 
Will et , flock of 10; Grea ter Yellow-leg s, 6, sca ttered; Least Sandpiper, 
num.; Red-back ed Sandpiper, m.; Western Sandpiper, m.; Marbled God
wit, flock of 24; Avocet, 1 dead; Ring-billed Gull, sev .; Bonaparte Gull, 
sev .; For t er Tern, 2; Caspian Tern, 1; Black Tern, m.; Pipit, m.; Brewer 
Blackbird, small flock; Savannah Sparrow, 2 ; Song Sparrow , sev. 
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