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THE LENGTH AND WIDTH OF THE HOME 

OF THE SNOWY PLOVER 

Sandy beach es occur, interrupted ly, along much of the Pacific coa stline 
of North Am erica, and from northern Lower California regularly to the cent er 
of our --t ate uch a beach may provide a home for Snowy Plover s. Con
se rva t ively speaking, the sum total of such sandy beaches should present a 
length of several hundr ed miles . This repr ese nt s the length of the beach 
line inhabitab le by Snowy Plovers-quite an attenuated home! 

Now to under stand the width of the home, one mu st under stand the 
configuration of a sandy beach . Beginning at the ocean side there is , first, 
n hard, smooth, gently sloping table that is covered regu larl y by the usual 
tide s ; landward from this there is an upper beach bench, usually sharply 
marked off from the first by a shelf a few inches or a few feet in height . 
This bench, becau se it becomes dr y, is pock-marked by the winds and has the 
drift left by the storms and th e seaso nal high tide s . Beyond this a row of 
dunes of varyi ng height and width rear themselves. Only the upp er beach 
bench will do for the home of the Snowy Plover and, though it may vary in 
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width, depending upon the precipito usne ss of the shore, apparently only a 
portion of it is -suitable. 

At Moss Landing the upp er beach bench is thirty to forth yard s wide. 
On it some fi ve nest s of the Snowy Plov er have been found (April 26, 1930, 
thr ee ne st s ; July 26, 1930, two nest s ). Of th ese, thre e were nin eteen, one 
wa s sev enteen , and one was sixteen yard s from the high tide shelf. 

If we consider this region alone, then here is a poss ible home for nes ts 
several mil es long but, through the exig encie s of habitat re strictions, it can
not be) in any place, over a few feet wide . 

GAYLE PICKWELL. 

LASTS 
Th ese la st observation s of winter visitor s and tran sient s are suppli ed 

fr om the obser va tion s of Glady s Record, Emily Smith, and Ga yle Pickwel! . 
Th ese linger ers are alway s of more than pa ssing int ere st since they ar e re
maining on a wint ering or tran sient gro und often long aft er perman ent res i
dent s or even summ er res ident s ha ve establi shed breeding territorie s and 
nes ts ther e. 

Species Date and Place La s t Seen Authorit y 
Ban d- ta il ed Pi g eon .................... ....... Ap ril 19. No . 1st St . . San J o.-e .... ................ .......... Smith 
Ba nd- tai led Pi geo n ..... ............ .... ........... Ap ril 26, U va s V a lley .... .................. ........ ............ P ickw e ll 
Ba nd-ta il ed Pi geo n .......... ............. ......... Ap .-il 28, H eck er R oad .............................. ......... ... P ickwe ll 
Varied Thrush ........ ........... ......... ....... ..... AJ1ril 10, 1 .. ::s \iat oS ......... ............... ............ ................ Smi th 
H ermi t T h ru sh ............ ......................... . Mar ch 12, Lo s Gato s ...... .................... ....... ......... ..... ... Record 
Ruby -crown ed Kin g le t ... ................ ..... Ma, ·ch 22, Cup ert ino (Mon ta Vista Road) ..... . Pi ckwe ll 
Ame.-ica n P ipit .......... ................. ........... A11ril 19, A lviso; Lo s Bue lli s Hill s .... Smi t h , Pi ck we ll 
Cedar W ax w in g ....... ....................... .......... May 22, Sa n .,,, e ........................ ...... ....... ........ ......... Smi t h 
A udubo n W a rb le ,· ..... ........ .................. ... Apr il 12, Lo s Gat os ................ .................................... Smi t h 
W e te rn T a n ager ......... ............... ............ May 27, : · .n ,oose ...... ............ .............. ................ Pickwe ll 
Pu, ·ple Fi n ch ................... ......... .............. Ap ril 15, Sa n J ose ........ ..... ....... ............................ P ickw ell 
P ur ple Fi n ch .... ...... ......... ..... ......... ......... A p o·il 26, Alm ad en R oa d ................ ...... ................ Pi ckwe ll 
Fox Sparro w ... .......................... ............. Mar ch 6. Lo s Gato s ........................ ......... ................. Reco rd 
Golde n- c row ned Spanow ................. ... Ap .-il 23, Sa n J ose .................. ............... ................ ... Smi th 
Gamb e l W hi te -crowned Spa1-row ..... . Ap ril 23, Sa n J ose -----··········•················· ·-····· ······· ·-·-· Smi th 
Nut ta ll 01 · P uge t Sound W hi te -

crow ned Spa1·row ...... .......... .......... .... Apri l 15, Silver Creek Hill s ............. ............ .... ... Pi ckw ell 

SOME ESTING RECORDS 

Th e foll owing a re nesting r ecor ds sup plied by Miss Glad ys Record of 
Lo- Gat os. F ebruary 17, Ann a Hummingbird buil ding nest ; F ebruar y 23, 
incubating . Ap ril 6, House Wr en bui lding in a sa lt box nest fa st ened to t he 

ide of a hou e, t wig s, fea th ers, and a snake skin in th e nes t mat er ial; 
Apr il 20, nes t wi th two egg s. April 8, Western F lyca tcher ren ovati ng old 
ne t . th e third year for thi s nes t; April 14, two egg s ; April 16, th ree egg s ; 
Ap ril 18, four egg s ; Ap r il 19, incub ating. April 16, Br own Towhee using old 
ne t of Linn et and incubating four egg s. Ap ril 17, Black-h ea ded Gr osbeak 
usi ng las t year 's nest . April 21, Bull ock Oriol e fee ding young in ne t in 
euca lyptu s . Ap ril 22, Orang-e-cro wn ed Warbl er fee ding young in th e nest. 
Gay le Pickw ell re port ed a Califo rni a Shrike n est with two egg s in a tama
ri sk t ree at Warm Sprin gs , March 23. Th e ornithology class of the Stat e 
College at San Jo se , und er Dr. Pickwell , fo und a ut~all Whit e-crown ed 
Spa rrow' s ne t with half-grown nes tling s in a bush lupin e, and thr ee nes ts 
of th e Snow y Pl over (tw o with three egg s an d one with tw o egg s ), at Moss 
La nding on April 26. Th e Nature Stud y Cla ss under Mr. Haz elt ine fo und a 
Wat er Ouzel fe eding well-feath ered young in a nes t under a bri dge on the 
Uva s Creek, April 26. A West ern Flycatch er wa s nearb y, incubating. 

REPORT OF THE MAY MEETI G 

No speaker wa s scheduled for the meeting of May 19 ; in st ead the evening 
wa s spent in a sympo ium of bird observation to which many members 
contribut ed. Since many of th es e short pr ese ntation s were record-worthy 
they have been incorpora ted in tables of "Fir st s," "La st·-," an d nes ting 
record s both in th is numb er and in the April number . 

The Santa Clara Vall ey Aud ub on Socirty doe s not schedule meeting s 
regularly in June, July or August . 
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PINE ISKIN A D WE TE R ROBI JOSE 

In the Wren -tit for July, 1929 (Vol. 1, No . 3) a record was made of 
Robins and Siskins nesting on the Campus of the State College at San Jose . 
Thi-.;; year, 1930, Siskins remained on the Campus again, and were noted 
throughout the spring and early summer (May 9, June 14, J uly 9) . Miss 
Emily Smith reported a recent Siskin ne stling in early May . The group s of 
redwoods are responsible, no doubt, in deluding this bird into a man-made 
island of Trans it ion condition s when all abo ut is Upper Sonoran . Though 
Robins did not remain on th e Campus this year, Mr . Homer Lowe reported 
them to be on North Second Street, San J ose, on May 4, and for two or three 
weeks previously. A few days later he reported the discove ry of a nest in 
this vicini:y . 

FIE LD TRIPS 

The May trip was of necessity cancelled, but as substitute the Society 
joined the ornithology class of the State College at San Jo se and vHted the 
Los Bano s Mar shes on June 7, with Gayle Pickwell as lead er. Th e route to 
the Marshes involved the Monterey Highway to Gilroy, from Gilro y ea t 
through the Pacheco Pass to Los Bano s, and north of Los Banos about six 
mil es . Though it wa ·s clear at San Jo se, a low, chilly fog was encountered 
north of Gilroy and not quitted until the beginning of the Pas s. The 
weather in the San J oaq uin Valley was clear but not excessively warm, with 
the usual strong wind from the northwest throughout the day. The thrills 
of the day: the Yellow-bill ed Magpies of Pacheco Pa ss, th e scr ea ming 
Black-necked Stilts, and the sta tely and magnificent Egret s of the Lo s Banos 
march e·s. Th e bird s of Sant a Clara Valley (urban conditions, orchards, so me 
open fields with oaks): Bonaparte Gull (one on Soap La ke), Wes t ern Fly
catcher, Western Wood Pewee, Barn Sw a llow, Marsh Wr en (Soap Lake), 
Warbling Vireo, Yellow Warbl er, Yellow -throat (Soap Lake), Wes tern 
Meadowlark, Brewer Blackbi rd, Black-headed Gr os beak, Linn et, Gre en
backed Goldfinch, Song Sparrow (Soap Lak e) . Th e bird s of Pacheco Pa ss 
(through hill s of t.he Mount Hamilton Range, gra s y and oak-dotted, creek 
bed with syca mor e , ex t en ive brush on outh slope; buck eyes in bloom; 
eastern mo t portion barr en ex cep t for gra ss ; maximum eleva tion of road 
1300 fee:): Turkey Vu ltur e, Red-tai led Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Sparrow 
Hawk, . fourning Dove, Anna Hummingbir d, Red- shaft ed Flick er, California 

oodpecker, Nuttall Woodpecker, A sh -throated Flycatcher, Western King
bi rd, Californ ia Jay, Yellow-billed Magpie, Weste rn Crow, Western Bluebird, 
Long-tai led Chat, Weste rn Meadowlark, Linnet, Spotted Towhee . The bird s 
at Los Banos ( ex: raordin ary combination of irrigated, mar sh, and barren 
lanJs; catt:a il and tule filled ditche s, poplar-lined roads, desert-like adobe 
mound s ): Great Blue Hero n, American Egr et (t en or more), Black-crowned 
Night Heron, American Bittern, White-faced Glossy Ibi s, Turk ey Vultur e, 
Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk, American Coot, Killd eer , Black-necked Stilt 
(numerou , two ne.,t s with eggs), For st er Tern, Black Tern (numerous, two 
nests with eggs) , Mourning Dov e, Burrowing Owl, Red- shaft ed Flicker, 
Western Kingbird, Black Pho ebe, Horned Lark, Barn Swallow (nesting in 
larg e number s under bridge s) , Cliff Swallow (nesting in large numb er s 
und er bridge s), Mar sh Wren, Ca lifornia Shrike, Mockingbird, Wes tern 
Meadow lark, Yellow-h eaded Blackbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Tri -colored 
Blackbird, Brewer Blackbird, Song Sparrow; 51 specie s. 

Th e Santa Clara Vall ey Audubon Socie:y doe s not schedul e regular field 
trips during the month s of July and Augu st but much field work is done 
neve rthek ·.,s by small groups and especially by the bird students of the State 
College at San Jo e. One es pecially int eres ting trip, taken by the ornithology 
cla s of the College on July 26, under th e leader ship of Ga yle Pickwell, had 
as its des tination the bracki sh sloughs and open beach at Moss Landing, 
Monterey County. In order to observe the maximum numb er of bird s, the 
trip was routed over the Almaden and McKeen Road s through the Arroyo 
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Calero, the upp er end of Paradi se Valley, ~he full length of Uva ·s Valley; 
Hecker Road to Wat sonv ille ; Watsonvill e via Castrovill e to Moss Landing. 
The day was clear and cool throughout. Tr agedies: dozens of marin e bird s, 
1::uch as Whit e-winged and American Scoter s, Mun- es , Shea rwat er s, Guill emots 
and Grebe s, oil-soaked and dead or dying on the open beach . Thrill s : A 
Black Turn s':one flipping- mud particles; Long-bill ed and Hud soni an Curlews 
sta nding side by side; two nests of the Snowy Plover, one with thre e eggs, 
one with two; a young Lea t Tern, fully fledged, but as yet un able to fly. 
The birds of San Jo e and Almaden Road (urban condition s, orchards, and 
the dry creek beds of Guadalup e and Alam itos Creeks with their attendant 
sycamo res, cottonwoods, elders , tree tobacco, and poi·son oak): Anna Hum
mingbird, Western Wood Pewee, West ern Fl ycatch er, Cliff Swallow, West em 
Robin (ad ult s and young with spo tt ed br ea t s) , Russet-backed Thru h, 
Calif ornia Shrike, Yell ow Warbl er , West ern Meadowl ar k, Br ewer Blackbird, 
Black-headed Grosbea k, Linn et, Pine Siskin, Brown Towh ee. The bird s of 
Arro yo Ca lero and of Llagas and Uva ·s Valleys (the e regi ons, all in Santa 
Clara County, a re area s of gra s-cove red, rolling hill s with occa ional oaks, 
permane nt st reams lin ed with cottonwood s, alders, willows, and sycamor es ; 
and gulley s with laurel, buck eyes , madron e, man zanita and variou s bru h; 
a long t he Uvas Creek are so me coast redwood s and Dougla s fir s and the 
l'idges above ha Ye Digg er pines and blu e oaks): Green Heron, Turk ey Vul 
ture, Spa rrow Hawk, California Quail, Mourning Dove, All en Hummingbird, 
Downy Woodpecker, Nuttall Woodp ecker, California Woodp ecker, Red 
shafted Flicker, Ash-throat ed Flyc atch er, Black Pho ebe, West ern Wood 
Pewee, Cliff Swallow, Yellow -billed Magpie, California Jay, West ern Crow, 
Plain Titmou se, Slender-billed Nuthatch, Wren -tit, We stern Bluebird, Cali 
fornia Shrike, Warbling Vir eo, We stern Meadowlark, Brewer Blackbird, Lin
net , Gr een-back ed Goldfinch, Brown Towh ee, Lark Sparrow. Hecker High
way and Heck er Pa ss (Highway through orchard s and oak-covered hill s ; 
Pa ss through Bodfi sh Canyon, heavily wooded with coa st redwood-.;;, tan oak s, 
alders, laur el and big-leaf maple; Summit a tran sition area with forest on 
t he north slope and chaparral on the south): Turk ey Vulture, Anna Hum 
mingbird (Summit), Down y Woodpeck er, Western Wood Pewee, California 
Jay, Plain Titmous e, Che stnut -backed Chickadee, Wren-tit, Western Blue
bird, We ste rn Meadow lark, Willow Goldfinch, Pine Siskin. Road to Castro 
vill e and Moss Landing (the road pa ·sses thro ugh grass-covered fields chief 
ly, but occa sional heav y stands of live oak s ; Moss Landing provides two 
dis t inctive condition s, viz ., the bracki sh water and mud flat s that attend the 
ramifications of the Elkhorn Slough and the open sandy beac h with it s two 
beac h benche s and dune strip): Eared Grebe (oil- -soaked and dead), Dark 
bodi ed Shearwat er ( at least three, all oil- soaked and dead), Cormorant, 
G1eat Blue Heron, Brown Pelican, Redhead Duck, Wh ite-winged Scoter 
(several dead and dying, oil-soaked), American Scoter (one, dead, oil 
soa ked) , Turk ey Vulture, Mar sh Hawk, Black-b ellied P lover, Semipalmated 
Plover, Snowy Plover (two ne st s with eggs), Black Turn stone, Long-billed 
Curl ew, Hud sonian Cur lew, Wili et, Grea ter Yeliowleg s, Lea st Sandpiper, 
Western Sandpiper, Marb led Godwit, Sanderling, Weste rn Gull, California 
Gull, Least Tern (·several adults, one recent ne tling), Murr e, Pigeon 
Guillemot, Burrowing Owl, Belt ed Kingfi sher, Barn Swallow, Western Crow, 
Red -winged Blackbird, West ern Meadowlark , Linn et , Green-back ed Gold
f inch; 67 spec ies. 
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