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An Unusu al Nestin g Site of Cliff 
and Barn Swallows 

It is probable that the proxim _ity of reliable ources of mud, of which 
ihe Cliff Swallow need so large a cj-uantity, and Barn Swallows but slightly 
!r s , has much to do with unu sual locatism s of their ne ts. One of the moi;t 
interesting o.f a ll urh nesting-s is ari old boathou e, abandoned, rotting and 
mired in the mud of an ancient canal at the head of San F,rancisco Bay 
near Warm Spring . Thi hou e, not" over thirty feet long, ten feet wide and 

ight feet above low tide ha s been seized upon by Barn Swallows and Cliff 
Swallows a like . I solated, with its nest s at times but three or four feet above 
th e lazy but protectiYe tid e , with mud enough about it for an infinity of 
ne t s, the boat hou e ha an unmatchable appeal. 

Dr . Chas. Piper Smith reports that he has found Black Phoebe s and 
Hou e Finche occupying the old house with the swallows and a Hou oe 
Finch had u ed an old Barn Swallow nest in 192 (April 21), but the swal 
low s are the major occupant . In 192 , on April 6, Barn Swallows had begun 
nes ts. Ten Cliff Swal low ne t were being built April 21. On May 19 ther e 
were eighteen occupi ed Barn Swallow ne t and thirteen Cliff Swallow nest 
a ll of which were probably occupied though thi could be proved for only 
three. 

A trange hou se boat· party indeed, where Barn Swallow cup are placed 
:c:ide by side and Cliff Swallow jug are on rotting wall with the swinging 
tide but a few feet below! 
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INTRODUCING THE WRE -TIT 

In this number of The Wren-tit the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
presents its initial bulletin, and so follows the lead of sister organizations 
in California . It lay s no claim to originality; rather it is glad to pattern its 
sheet let after the Bulletins of the Audubon Association of the Pacific and 
the California Audubon Society . Like The Gull and The Phainopepla, The 
Wren-tit shall be a ca lendar of events, past and forecast, in so far as they 
concern the local society; and also like them it shall lay its chief claim to 
existence in its carefully noted and recorded obserYations of birds in its 
Yicinity . These observations will take the form of field trip lists, seaso nal 
notes, breeding records, and unusual occurrences in the bird population . 
Other topics of wider interest relating to birds it sha ll not ignore, but birds 
of Santa Clara Valley hall con titute its chief concern. 

The Wren -tit begins as a quarterly, but its sponsors hope that as interest 
increa es and material accumulates it may become a bi-monthly. For the 
present the Society hopes for its sheet let a small measure of that distinctive
ness, that sprightliness, that inquisitiveness that is characteristic of the 
Wren-tit . And it is hoped that with the little bulletin may go a bit of the 
atmosphere of chaparral-covered slopes where ricochets the Wren-tit's 
"tit-tit-tit-ti t-trrrr ." 

OME SEASO. AL OTE 

Observers all agree there have been many more birds in Santa Clara 
Valley this seaso n than there were during the fall months of last year. Many 
of the summer resident s lingered on after their usual time of departure. 
Black -headed Grosbeaks, Western Tanagers, and Lutescent Warblers were 
een eating grapes in a vineyard near Los Gatos September 15. A beautiful 

male Tanager with scarlet head was observed in the same vineyard as late 
as October 13. By the middle of October the winter visitants had increased 
very noticeably the bird population of the whole valley. Cedar Waxwings 
came unusually early . Dr . Pickwell reported seeing a flock at Stanford 
University October 6. During the last two months flocks have been ob
se rved very frequently in San Jose, many ob ervers reporting the deva tat
ing inroads that the Waxwings have been making on berry bushes and per-
immon trees . Very large flocks of Robins are in the orchards. Hermit 

Thru shes are here also in unusual numbers. There have been many reports 
of hearing both Robins and Thrushes singing whisper songs; also a few re 
port of hearing Fox Sparrows singing a little. Miss Florence Morrow re
port that she often ees Varied Thrushes at Loyola, the first one having 
been see n October 24. Two Townsend Warblers were seen almo t every 
day between ovember 19 and Decmber 15 on the State Teachers College 
Campus. Intere ting records of rarer Yisitant include a report by Miss 
E1nily Smith of a Town send Solitaire in a pine tree near Los Gatos October 
16. On November 10 Dr . Char les Piper Smith noted a Ve per Sparrow 
near Milpitas. Mr. Elmo Stevenson reports the finding of a dead White
throated Sparrow in San Jose November 12. 
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JANUARY CALE TDAR 

JAN UARY MEETING of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society will 
be held Monday evening, January 21, at 7:30 o'clock in the San Jose State 
Teachers College, Room 39. 

ir . Donald D. McLean will be the speaker of the evening, taking as his 
subject: "Experiences with Birds in Arizona." 

JAN UARY FIELD TRIP will be taken Saturday, Januar y 26, to Mission 
San Jo se and Calaveras Lake. The party will meet on San Carlos St. at 
5th St . at 8 o'cloc k. Bring lunch. Chairman of Field Trips Committee : 

_ Miss Florence Morrow, State Teachers College. 

REPORT OF PAST MEETl 1 G AND FIEL D TRIPS 

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETII\GS of the Santa Clara Valley 
Audubon Society are being held thi s year in the San Jose State Teachers 
College in Room 37. At the October mee ting Dr. Cha rl es Piper Smith, as 
speaker of the evening, presented an original field key for the identification 
of shore birds in the San Francisco Bay Region. Dr. Smith di scussed the 
problems involved in making a key of field characteri tic s, and urged the 
members to use the key to determine it s usefulness. 

At the meeting held ovember 19 Mr. Sidney S. S. Stansell showed 
many of his remarkable bird picture s, and related his interesting experiences 
in obtaining the photographs. 

December 17 Dr. Gayle B. Pickwell presented as the topic of the even 
ing: Reactions of Parent Birds in Nest Protection and Reactions of Young 
in Self Protection. Following a brief summary of the entire fie ld of par
ental solicitude, its orig in, evolution, and present manifestation in birds, the 
disc ussion wa s developed about that pha se of solicitude which is concerned 
with the protection of ne st and ne t contents . Instincts for ne st protection, 
Dr. Pickwell stated, consist of "crying and calling, distraction display, 
phy ical combat, distre. s or crippled-bird di splay, and finally that most 
;,mazing and highly developed of all, protection by abandonment and con 
cea lment." The interactions of the la t two were discu sse d for Killdeer, 
Horned Lark, and others which pr e ent both instincts. 

In di scu ing reactions of young bird s , Dr . Pickwell sai d that not all 
you ng bird s have highly deYelopecl instincts for elf protection other than 
tho e of flight ; that only those that are ground inhabiting present st riking 
characteristics in this direction. Her e was pr e, entecl the acquisition of di·
cr iminat ion and fear in nestling s; the development of th e crouch -conceal
ment or "freeze" in the young of Sandpipers, Killde er, and Horned Larks; 
and the development of intimidation disp lay or bluff on the part of young 
Raptores . Upwards of a hundred exce llent lantern slides from original 
photographs were used to illu strate the lecture. 

THREE FIELD TRIPS have been conducted thi s eason under the 
lea dership of Dr . Gayle B. Pickwell and Dr. Charles Piper Smith . On each 
trip automobiles were used , but there were numerous stops and short ex
cursions afoot . 

October 27 twenty-four member s Yisit ed vas Vall ey, skirting the Alma
den Hill s on the way. The day wa s clear and mild. 52 species were identi
fied, but space a llow s li sting only the following: Sharp-shinned and Cooper 
Hawk ; Prairie Falcon; We stern Belted Kingfi sher; Red-brea tee! Sapsucker; 
Say and Black Phoebes; California Horned Lark; Yellow-billed Magpie; 
Western Crow; Slender-billed uthatch; Brown Creeper (sub sp. ? ); Wren-tit; 
Western Mockingbird; Hermit and Varied Thrushes; Western Robin; West
ern Bluebird; Western Ruby-crowned Kinglet; American Pipit; Cedar Wax
wing; California Hutton Vireo; Audubon Warbler; Pine Siskin; Western 
Sava nnah and We stern Lark Sparrow s; Gambel and Nuttall White-crowned 
Sparrow; Golden-crowned Sparrow. 

ovember 24 fifteen members went OYer the Santa Cruz Mountains by 
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way of the Bodfi sh Canyon Road, and on through Watsonville to Moss Land
ing on the Monterey Bay shore. The day was again clear and mild . The 
list for the clay totaled 57 species: West ern and Eared Grebe s ; California 
Brown Pelican; Great Blue Heron; White-winged and Surf Scoters; Sharp
shinned, Western Red-tailed, Marsh, and Desert Sparrow Hawk s ; California 
Quail; Killde er; Western Willet; Greater Yellow-legs; Red-backed Sandpiper; 
Western Sandpiper; Marbled Godwit ; We tern, California, and Bonaparte 
Gull ; California Murre (dead); Western Belted Kingfi her; Willow, uttall, 
and California Woodpeckers; Red-shafted Flicker; Say and Black Phoebes; 
California Jay; Western Crow; Plain Titmouse; Chestnut-backed Chickadee; 
Bushtit; Slend er-billed and Pigmy uthatches; Western Winter Wren; 
We tern Robin; Western Bluebird; Western Ruby-crow11ed Kingl et ; American 
Pipit; Cedar Waxwing ; Ca lifornia Shrike; Audubon and Townsend Warbler s ; 
We tern 1eadowlark; Brewer Blackbird; California Purple Finch; California 
Linnet; Willow and Green-backed Goldfinche s ; Pine Si kin; Brown Towhee; 
We tern SaYannah Sparrow; Junco; Gambel and Nuttall White-crowned 
Sparrow ; Golden-crowned Sparrow . 

On the December field trip a Christmas Bird Cens us wa taken. Since 
the report reached the editor of Bird-Lore too late for inclusion, it is given 
here. San Jose, California (State Teachers College Campu s to sa lt-wat er 
marshes at Alvi so; gra sy and slightly wooded hills near Milpitas; and ba ck 
by way of Berryes sa) . Dec. 22; 8 A. M. to 5 P. M. Clear; wind northwest, 
light; temp. minimum 29, maximum 54; patche s of hoar frost in shad y place s 
a ll day. Thirty-three miles by automobile covering territory with diameter 
of about nin e miles. Seven observers together, member s of Santa Clara 
Valley Audubon Society. Western Gull, 40 ; California Gull, 9 ; Great Blu e 
Heron, 1; Black-crowned Night Heron, 2; California Clapper Rail, 2; Virginia 
Rail, 1; mall Sandpiper s (mixed flocks of Lea st and Western Sandpiper ) , 
500; Red-ba cked Dunlin, 3; Greater Yellow legs, 2; Western Willet, 3; Kill
deer, 11; Califomia Quail, 2; Ring-necked Phea ant, 4; White-t ai led Kite, 2; 
Mar h Hawk, 3; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; ooper Hawk, 1; Westem Red
tailed Hawk , 3; Dese rt Sparrow Hawk, 8; American Barn Owl, 1 (dead); 
West ern Belt ed Kingfisher, 1; Caba ni s Hairy Woodpecker, 1; 1uttall Wood
pecker, 1; Northern Red-brea ted Sapsucker, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, 16; 
Anna Hummingbird, 1; Say Phoebe, 3; Black Phoebe, 4; California Horned 
Lark, 200; Yellow-billed Magpie, 1; Stellar Jay, 1; California J ay, 3; West
ern Meadowlark, 40; California Brewer Blackbird, 16; California Linnet, 60; 
Willow Goldf inch, 12; Green-back ed Goldfinch, 23; Western Savannah Spar
row, 50 ; Gambel White-crown ed Sparrow, 200; Golden-crown ed Sparrow, 
100; Junco (Junco oreganu,:;; sub sp .), 14; Santa Cruz Song Sparrow, 14; 
Salt Marsh Song Sparrow, 2; Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca sub sp .), 2; 
Spotted Towhee, 1; Brown Towhee, ; Cedar Waxwing, 60 ; California Shrike, 
5; California Hutton Vireo, 1; Audubon Warbler, 12; Yellow-throat, 2; 
American Pipit, 100; ort hern Rock Wr en, 2; Vigors Bewick Wren, 2; Mar sh 
Wren, 5; Slender-billed uthatch, 2; California Plain Titmou se, 3; Chestnut
backed Chickadee, 2; Bushtit, 32; Western Ruby -crowned Kinglet, 5; Hermit 
Thrush, 3; Western Robin, 72; Coast Varied Thru sh, 1; We stern Bluebird, 26; 
Total, 65 specie , about 1719 individual . Dr. Gayle B. Pickwe ll, Dr . Charle s 
Piper Smith, Dr. Annie Anderson, Mrs . Hannah Crall, Miss Laura Watt, 
Miss Glady s Record, Mi s Emily Smith. 

EMILY SMITH, Secretary. 
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